Welcome to Part Il of the Daily Journal of Harvey Stanbrough.

This document contains the complete text of the raw journals from July 1, 2015 through
December 15, 2015 when | switched the Journal over to H EStanbrough.com.

You may now download a PDF document containing the complete text of the raw journals from
October 19, 2014 through June 30, 2015 atThis Link .

You can find newer Journal entries at HEStanbrough.com, the permanent home of the Journal.

July 1, 2015

The Day

NOTE: I dm trying something today wmytmhinvebsitesast bl og post. |
HarveyStanbrough.com. I f it goes only to those who are

all good. If you are reading this and you are NOT signed up for this journal (formerly
FrostProof808.com), please accept my apolog ies. Thanks.

Roll ed out a I|little after 2 Wo w July just kindda snu
Il didndét equate 6/30 with the end of the month
My goal for the month of June was to mimic the month of May in word count and get 80, 000 words. |
didnoét . I fell short by about 14,000 words, but 1611 t
I have to get | abs done at 7:30 this morning for a doc
anything with the novel yet. So | continued workin g on websites a bit this morning, tweaking here and
there. By the way, if any of you would |like to talk ab:i

help in any way | can.

So web stuff for the first two and a half hours of the day, andthenlca me her e to do t hi s. I 61
Il 6m gonna do her e, and then go over to the main bl og a
schedule it for publication. | like to stay a Ilittle al

T h e Ml gold@the labs and then back here to write.

Wound up working with the website again. Sigh. The day¢
the test | mentioned in the opening sentence.

Topic of the Night: Writersdéd Conferences
Iwasinvitedtospeak at the Missouri Writersd Guild conference |
to present in two breakout sessions (45 minutes each)

Theydébre paying me pretty wel Ih,plludsm agiorifnagr.e ,( ghroitne)l Ilatnbd I
after not having presented at a big deal conference for so long.

At one ti me, I presented at 18 in a year. That was rou
coming from here. | v fepresertse d nalt | dvieotal wfays given a
value. Unfortunately, that isnét always the case at al l

Many speakers have no problem taking the fee and then dropping names for half their presentation time,
teling attendees all about the famous people theybve met.


http://hestanbrough.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Journal-Archives-20141019-20150630.pdf
http://hestanbrough.com/

Other speakers will do the same thing and then spend half the presentation time hyping their own books
or other products.

Yet others simply dondét know what t htdgabof measuraihki ng abou!
teaching things they donét know. Perhaps it makes them
know. There are FAR more of this kind of presenter at conferences now than there used to be, probably

because of the money crund.

But my point here is just this: Before you attend a co
the lowa Writersd Conference or something I|Iike that D
have they accomplished, especially inthetopt t hey dédr e presenting?

Actually, the same goes for speakers at any gathering of writers. If you go and listen and buy into bad
information, iités really difficult to dislodge that an
| think it was Mark Twainwhooncesaidi t 6s much easier to fool peopl e than
theydve been fool ed.

So hey, be careful out there.

The Writing

Weak start to the mont h. |l 6m not stuck or anything. Al
bright, shiny object. (grin) Back on the writing tomorrow.

Todaybds Writing

Fiction words: 1052

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749

Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day4é¢é 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6é¢é 1052 words. Total words to dateéeé 15420

Total fiction words for the monthéééeéé 1052

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 406398

July 2, 2015

The Day

Rolled out a little after 2.

Well, first, very pleased to report all three of my blogs are now in one central location. In the upper right

corner of my new website, yau can now click a link to subscribe to the Story of the Week, The Daily

Journal, and/or The Main Blog (Pro Writers category). When you subscribe, your email address will be

added to whichever list(s).

I f youdbre subscribed t o Thhtpostvhayounemaillevenytendays (@, 1,i21df r ecei v
each mont h) . I f youbre subscribed to the Story of the

your email every Monday. If you are subscribed to The Daily Journal, you will receive that post in your
email every day just after 6 p.m.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-thursday-62/

Not a lot to the day today. Tweaked the website a bit more. Added a My Personas page and then a page for

each persona. That was kindéa fun. | also put a new shi
Eric Stringer page. So if you aren6t subscribe to the s
good short stories, stop by there.

| wrote a little bit, then had to a pretty good walk, then tweaked the site a bit more. Then | wrote a bit

more. Thatdéds the whole secret to being a writer, as | th
isndt just writing all the time (nobody deserves that |
coming back.

Topic of the Night: Dean Wesle y Smith is Insane

Of course, | mean that in only the best possible way. (grin)

Dean issued himself a new challenge. Heds going to wri:
month of July. Even | am not that insane. But | am thinking of starting a p o ol to bet on when h
the streak. I might even tell him about the pool . May b
(grin)

Al so, remember that his fAdayo is not I|ike most peopl ed:

around 5 a.m. the next morning.

| urge you to go take a look at his blogtoday.

Al so take a |l ook at his topic of itle Geperatoi Igtdrdsting stuf,é6 s about
especially if you can write a story off a title. | often do that with my short fiction.

The Writing

Decent day of writing today. I feel l'i ke 1'dm building |
anotherthousandwor ds today. The storyés really rolling But w
|l decided 1 6d turn on the TV and turn up the sound and
Then | 6d watch all five episodes on Sunday anyway

Nope. Itdo §amd g shiosv.tWhen | turned it on, | stopped for just a moment, was drawn in by the

hook, and spent the next 45 minutes (no commercials on Audience) watching an excellent show.

So | got just a little over 2000 today. No biggie.

Todaybds Writing

Fiction words: 2486

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéeé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5é¢é 03rd4ddsl. wiot al words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 3538

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 408884


http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/writing-in-public-year-2-month-12-day-1/

July 3, 2015

Happy 4th of July Independence Day to everyone. Hope

The Day
Sl ept o&6til al most 3 this morning. Woohoo! But a I|little
Okay, first, averybriefannouncement . Beginning with tomorrowbs post

will go out at 7 p.m. instead of 6 p.m. As it is right now, sometimes this post cuts into my real writing time.
Candt have that.

| wrote the topic of the night for this post, t hen posted a similar one to the Pro Writers blog (the main
blog, over 500 subscribers). That post will go out on the morning of July 5. You guys get the challenge
first. (grin) See below.

| was hoping to walk this morning (that would be right now, 5 a.m.) but sporadic rain and a hellacious
wind negated any possibility of that.

Now that | have most of Jeritesmy pritisgtcomputer to spend somd ghiality mo v i n g
time with Wes Crowley and friends.

As part of the day this morning | remembered t hat al t hough 1 6d written the stoc
forgot to post the cover on the website on The Short Fiction page. Got that done and then, for some
reason, | did a count. Sixteen rows of six book each, plus three: 99 short stories, 99 coversGoodness.

The next short story | write wild!/l be my 100th short st
2014. As of July 6 (Monday) in my own story-a-week challenge there will have been 66 weeks. In that
time, | will have written and publish ed 71 short stories. Not too shabby for an old guy. (grin)

Topic of the Night: Issuing a challenge

Okay, itdéds probably been way too | ong since | i ssued a
out on my Pro Writers blog (the main blog, over 500 subscribers) probably tomorrow.

This is only an effort to help some of you get to writing. The good thing about a challenge is that you may
choose to accept it or not. Completely up to you.

This challenge comes in two forms:

1. Write one new short  story every week. The story may be any length and any genre (other than
graphic erotica), as long as it has a setting, characters, conflict and a satisfactory resolution. That last
oneds a biggie. 1 f itds missinngrei tshheorr yc. onlftldisc tmaoyrb er eas «

2. I f you dondt wrthet your challengetis teswrite at ieasts5,000 publishable new

words every week. (This can be from a longer fiction work in progress [WIP] or in memoir or even creative

nonfiction)Or may be you don6t have a W P. Heredbds the perfect ¢
been wanting to write.

| will set up a website where those of you who accept the challenge may post your weekly story. (grin)
Again, this is all up to you, butifyoudon 6t show your story to others, how ca

A few things up front:


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-friday-73/

1. You retain all rights (copyright) to your work. Ser.]

2. You may use a pen name on the site ifyouwant. Nopp bl em. Just | et me know what
your account that way.

3. Nobodybés going to critique your work. That isnét wh:
to get you writing. Birds fly. Fish swim Writers write. | probably will close comments on the website.

4 . I canét guarantee you a particular number of reader:
spread the word to your friends, family, etc. This will be a great opportunity to gain new readers for your
work, and for the other writers on the site.

5. Of necessity, | reserve the right to remove any writing from the site at any time. | also reserve the right
to close any account at any time.

So there you go.

If you want to accept the challenge, please leave a commenbelow or email me directly at

harveystanbrough@gmail.com. (Thatdés a |l ot of stuff. I recommend you
than trying to type it in.) Please let me know your desired pen name (the name under which your stories

will be published on the site).

I will respond fairly quickly. If you haveno6t heard fr

Once | begin receiving the names ofupdhediteandseralouti ci pant s
the URL, login information and brief instructions to all participants.

The Writing
My own writing went well today. GAWD | |l ove this writi!/|
surprise yourself, how can you expect to suprise the reader. Absolutely true.

In the writing yesterday, the mayor revealed something to Wes that made me stop typing and sit back
from the computer for a moment. It was incredible. And then today, Wes did the same thing. We even had
an old friend fro m way back in Book 3 pop up here sixteen or seventeen years later.

Wonderful and absolutely the best fun you can have with your clothes on and without a fishing pole in
your hand.

Todayodés Writing
Fiction words: 3201

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley sag a

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3éé 2766 words Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4é¢é 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5¢éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6é¢é 18652Twbmrd words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 6402
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 412085


mailto:harveystanbrough@gmail.com

July 4, 2015

The Day
Rolled out at 1.

Spent an hour or so just waking up, checking out a few
look at other websites that have anything to do at all with writing | am disappointed or flat out annoyed.

1 JA Konrath is an avid supporter of Amazon Kindle Unlimited. For some reason, he apparently

sees nothing wrong with supporting Amazonbs drive t
1 Another famous guy constantly talks about being certain to hit plot points and rewriting etc.

which is contrary to everything | teach. He (and his editor) do occasionally come out with some

good stuff so I wondét diss 6éem too bad. Statven Pres
to Jeffrey Simon, St even and Shawnds web guy, who taught me
how to send more than one blog from one URL. Thanks Jeff!

T CampNaNo (I heard) expects around 1600 words per da
writing sloppy is all rig ht. Plus some of the completely irrational crap | read from some of the
folks who participate just flat boggles my mind. (1
from good people on NaNo and | know someusbf you pro
candt handle all the negative stuff | hear peopl e t
listen.)

T And then thereds ol & Ch proféssiong writti agd could dooSOimscha pr ol i f i
good but still preaches rewriting and a bunch of other stuff that | believe is mega-bad advice. He
also feels compelled to curse, purely gratuitously, in very annoying ways. | guess the fact that
therebs simply no reason for all the garbage | angua

Every time | do browse the web like this (about once every other month or so) | feel so very frustrated for
all the young writer minds out there that are being twisted out of shape by these successful people who are
sitting back and flinging the smelly stuff far and wide. | absolutely abhor it.

Then | remember all over again why 1 6m so very glad |
the Dark and the (most of the time) true common sense of people like Dean Wesley Smith and Kristine

Kathryn Rush. Blesstheirhear t s. And | dondét mean that as a Texas epi
Turning to the writing O6puter now to write the next shi
story | 6ve written since April 15, 2014.

Okay, finished the short story in three average sessions. Abotianother hour to create a cover, publish it to
Amazon and Smashwords, and post it to my website. This
ever to be posted to the main site. Hope it works. (grin)

In the meantime, if you want an advance look, you can find it on my main site at HarveyStanbrough.com.
Just click the Free Short Story of the Week tab.

Oh, re the challenge | i ssued yesterday, itdéds a GREAT
Topic of the Night: No topic tonight. Sorry. Too tired.

The Writing

went very well today. Conceived of, wrote, and publi

s h ¢
through the imagination. My personas are characters 1in
through. Read thisone,and | think youdll see what | |ike about Eri


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-saturday-74/

go.

I was going to write some with Wes too, but | decided
tired. (grin)

Todayods Writing
Fiction words: 3201

Writingof fiDeat h of a (stBrg of heoweekp

Day 1é¢é 3192 words. Total words to date 3192 done

IO
(0]

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1é¢é 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2766 wworrddss .t ofodaatleéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8é¢é 3201 words Talww7al words to dateéeée 2

Day 9éé XXXX words Total words to dateéé XXXXX
Total fiction words for the monthéeééeéé 96083
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 415286
July 5, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2:30 but after being awake and dozingoffandon f or t wo f ul | hour s. So 16

with sand in my eyes. Ugh. Happens.

Worked on my Audio Lectures website over at http://HEStanbrough.org to make it responsive as well. |
t hi n ks al for avébsites until someone takes me up on the weekly challenge. Only took an hour. Kind
of a fun diversion.

Over on Deands website yesterday (July 4) was a bit on
Aholidayo i s |justayanlotphuetr idta,y,s uwmnr cohmesw up, sun goes do
a much more interesting piece on the importance of chal
topic of the night, below.

Then | 611 go t o Wes BooskurB8e awmhdatwrtihtee rfeosrt aoMhitlhee dUany wi
probably watch a few NYPD Blue episodes, and |61l prob.
soccer championship between the USA and Japan. If you enjoy watching soccer at all, this ladies tam is

really something to see, the way they constantly pressure the opponent. Extremely good team.

Topic of the Night: Challenges and Streaks as Goals

Everybody here already knows a dream is something that
your control. That is, it depends on other people, circumstances, and so on.

But a goal is something that is entirely within your control. It is something that you CAN attain.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-sunday-75/

You also know I édm a big bel i ever-seiahregala intervals,dkedadyc ur r i ng
or weekly or monthly. Although a month is a long way to see at one time.

ltds a | ot better for me to say | &d&m going to write one
write four or five short stories per month, or fifty-t wo short stories per year I f
get down to the |l ast few days of the month and find my:

down to October and realized | need fifty-two short stories before December 31. Ugh
So | set short-term goals and let the longer terms take care of themselves.

| set a goal to write 3,000 words per day, plus one short story per week, plus (loosely) one novel per
mont h. But if | hit my daily goal, the other two wonot

Challengi ng yourself is nothing more than setting a recurr
yourself without setting a goal.

And a streak is both an incentive and a goal. Like my short story a week challenge. | set it for a year. The

yearwasoveram Apr i | 6, 2015. But | d&m stildl going because Str
goi ng, itdés very hard to just stop. And it all goes i nf
The Writing

Not a bad day writing today. For numbers, almost a repeat of yesterday. What was weird today is that it all
happened in two very quick sessions. (grin) | guess my conscious mind is so tired that it just stepped aside
while the subconscious was playing. | figure | keyed about 1200 words per hour today.

Todaybs Writing
Fiction words: 3186

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé 1412 wor ddsa.t eTéoét all0O 9wRo7r ds t o

Day 5¢éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words Total words to dateéé 24293
Total fiction words for the monthééeééé 12789
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 418472
July 6, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2:30.

Had a good walk this morningupanar r oy o . Four wheeler ATVs hadn6t torn

was the sandy bottom quite as packed as | hoped it would be from the rain. Back on roads for awhile |
guess.

Been just doing little or nothing most of the morning.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-monday-76/

Topic of the Night: Quic  k, Somebody Stop Me

I hate misunderstandings. |l despise them. I screwed up
withdrawing it, period.

I all owed myself to be turned sideways on the challeng
have any outright takers anyway, so not I|like ités a bi
One respondent whom | respect as a writer didn6ét want |
publish them to Amazon and Smashwords.

I donét bl ame her That 6sowhdtatl PLdSwiptols t imninge t hleunt onl i
one up on the site for a couple of weeks, and then | t;
Smashwords, and itdéds there forever. (I f you want to r e;
HarveyStanbrough.com and click the Free Story of the Week tab.)

That 6s what | would have recommended to anyone who tool
write a new short story. You post it to the site, but you also create a cover for it and publish itto Amazon

and Smashwords. And then you take it down from the site a week later. Simple.

But this whole idea is just silly, really, from my point of view. To make it happen, | have to set up a new

website (I dondt mind) and ticipants hok toiuge it. | Havelhokeegaliston t eac h a|
hand of user accounts and passwords and take time to help users with various and sundry glitches. And

real ly, I dondét have ti me.

So I 6m withdrawing the offer. Dumb idea in the first pl

But h ey eavrifer, ynless you routinely write 3,000 to 5,000 words per day without needing to
resort to any kind of moti vat i osrendly réconmiend kos challenggk e c hal |
yourself.

1 Challenge yourself to write XXXX publishable words p er day.

1 Challenge yourself to write a new short story (or essay or chapter or whatever) every week.

T Challenge yourself, create a streak, and then keep
but I d&dm telling you, it 6golifivprgfdssional viritery ou want t

If you want to show off your work on a website (in addition to publishing it to Amazon and Smashwords)

and if you already have a website, youbre all set. Iy

I can help you with that. Let me know.

So forget the original c¢challenge, and forget the ridic:i

|l get so fired up about whatés working for me that som
what will work for everyone else or what everyone else will want to try.

Okay, now I 6m gonna write for awhile, finally. (grin)

The Writing

I dawdled. When | try to do something to help someone |
feel compelled to make iagcoappalentlphelpet morone adyet niecopea | | enge o f
myself into explaining it. And thatés what | did, off

time to slip away.



Mea culpa.

The good thing about daily goals is they reset every day. Tomorrow, lhave to write 3000 publishable
words of fiction. | donét have to make up for what | m

Todayods Writing
Fiction words: 1585

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 awomwdhgs.dsTdo dateéé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé 1412 words Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5¢éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. éTolt7a9l06wor ds to dateé

Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words Total words to dateéé 25878
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 14374
Total fiction words for the yearéééeééé 420057
July 7, 2015

The Day

Roll ed out at 2. Checked email, then did some things w

Had another good walk this morning. Just under 4.5 miles out along a rural road out here. | used to walk

in town but | don6t care for getting bit by all the fAg
Right.
Checked Deandés blog. More on that in the topic of the |

I 6m t aki firgy oan wditangytoday. | have a routine appointment with my doctor in a little over an
hour, so just kind of killing time until then. After t|
anyway) and then back here.

Okay, the tripto BensonisoverBack here | didndt do a | ot. Just kindo6a

And no, none of that has anything to do with the doc appointment. All of that was fine. As | wrote in a

poem one time, Altds time to reconnect somanefize/aazzI| ed e
short in my long circuit.o (grin)

Wes threw me a curve a couple days ago, something huge
day and a night to ferment. Not e: Il 8m NOT going to thi)
That i snét my job. | &m just giving my subconscious to de

this new plot twist.

(Yes, there is a plot. Per Ray Bradbury, plot is not something you carefully plan out. Plot is the tracks the
characters leave aghey run through the story.)


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-tuesday-77/

So back at it tomorrow.
Topic of the Night: The Value of Personal Challenges

Dean Wesley Smith started on July 1 with a new personal challenge: he would write a short story every

day during the month of July. Atthe end ofthe mont h, hedl | compile all of those
accompanying blog posts in a book titled The Stories of
Fol ks, hereés a guy who has 40 years as a professional

published. Yet he still sees value in setting goals and challenging himself specifically.

He has said in his blog for the past three days that i:
woul dndét have written them. Even t h sdayteforeed hinssalf ex haust
to write the story on each of those three days because

in the challenge.

In that way, he gave power to the challenge, and in that way, he increased his body of work by three moe
stories.

If at the end of July hebds written only 30 stories or
success. But for my money, | think the earlier in a challenge you fail, the harder it would be to continue
the challenge the next day.

Add to that the power of streaks. The more consecutive days he goes with a new story written each day,
the harder it wildl be for him to allow that streak to
story on each of 12 consecutive days, howean | just letthe streakd i e t oday ?0

And thatdés the power of streaks.

The Writing
Nada today.

Todaydés Writing
Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 word=at e®cct &l174Words to d

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day é863201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9é¢é 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 14374

Total fictionwordsforth e year éééééé 420057

July 8, 2015


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-wednesday-78/

The Day
Rolled out at a little after 1. Checked email and took care of some other housekeeping type matters.

Had another good walk this morning. | set out to do 6, but with various side trips to line up pics, | ended
up with just under seven and a half miles. Great walk. And so far | can still move. (grin)

Went out about 4:15, was at the two mile mark (per the road signs) by suniise. Got some pretty good pics.
| switched back to my 105mm prime lens. All former Marines who take photos should use a 105mm.
(Inside joke.) Anyway, after breakfast and a shower, | got a load of laundry started, then posted some pics
to Facebook.You can see them here

Then over here to write on this for a Iittle while. |6
stuff for awhile, then do whatever else and report it all here.

There is aGREAT BLOG TOPICov er at Deanbds site. ltoés all about atti
(grin)

Okay, | did nothing the rest of the day but write, except that | allowed myself to be distracted by Facebook
comments on the pics | posted there. Usually 1 6m prett)
computer but not today for some reason.

And then | had what | thought was going to turn into an emergency with a long -time Marin e Corps friend,

but it wasnét. At this point, only three of us remain |
Station in Yuma. Thatdés just wunreal to me. And when | (
with Ano such mail box. 0

Freaked. Me. Out.

But | called and hebs still around. Thank goodness. | 61
swing up to Lake Havasu City and visit with the other one.

Topic of the Night: A Few More Notes on Goals

1. Just Start 0 Yes, | understand you have Xxxxx going on tomorrow (or next week or whatever) but no,

that is not a legitimate reason to put off setting a goal or starting a challenge. Why? Because there will

ALWAYS be one Xxxxx or another starting or stopping or going on. There will always be birthdays and

vacations and movies youdve been waiting forever to se:
challenge, just start.

2. Mi ssing | snét t hé Ifounhissodur godh whatWappens® Nothing. The same
thing that happenswhen you achieve your goal for the day. Not hi
3,000 words of publishablef i cti on per day and you write only 1200 o
you up. Your house wondt s udde ndenlyctne gdtyoureac Namhing¢g d. The b
happens. So challenge yourself already. Set goals.

hin
n

3. Adjust Your Goals as Necessary o If you challenge yourself (or set a goal) to write 3,000 words

per day and you just cané6t make fioR,508ord,000 @ eHatederh at you n
thatds perfectly all right. Again, itdéds YOUR goal . It
day (thatods bout an hour) five
ree

a days per week that wou!
wordno v e | in th mont hs, and that S

a
0 taking every weeke

4. Set Other Goals Too 8 | have to shed some fat. Beginning today, my goal is to walk at least 4 miles


https://www.facebook.com/harvey.stanbrough
http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/

per day. Every day. (1t 6s jkaepajownalltohkndtimage.myselfAlastyesgré s, | 6 m
lost from 205 down to 174 pounds.

Okay, this is a biggie. IF ANYONE OUT THERE would like to post your numbers on a website
(similar to the way | do here), | et maherkvebsite. Rgmd | 611 s
now several other people have accounts but only a few .
want in. ltdéds a good way to get support from other prof
The Writing

Finalygotback on the horse today. Not as much writing as |
Todayods Writing

Fiction words: 2178

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2éé 2624 words. éToot7a4l9 words to dateé

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7¢éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906

Day 8¢é081 3words. Total words to dateéé 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words Total words to dateéé 24293

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878

Day 11é 2178 words Total words to dateéé 28056

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 16552

Total fiction words fortheyear é é éééé 422235

July 9, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2:30. Checked email and went looking on Craigslistf or a shel |l for my pickup.
useitasatruk anymore to haul things that dondédt need protect
Will spend the morning in Tucson for doctor and other things, including picking up that shell.

Another good walk this morning, though only a little over 4 miles. The 7.4 yesterday wore me out. (grin)

Took my camera with a different lens. Got some pretty good pics, but nothing to post today. What does

this have to do with writing? | use the camera mostly for book cover pics and secondarily for art pics.

Sometimes the pic gives me a sbry idea.

So | visited Deanébés site again, and again he wrote a g
hit your goal for the day doesndét mean you have to st o

next goal.

Well, as it turns out, reporting the day today will be easy. Thanks to the proficiency of the medical
profession, it was pretty much a total loss.

| showed up in Tucson at Pima Heart at 9:30 for a 10:15 appointment. | was to have an echo done on my
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heart, have my pacemaker clecked, and then visit with the doctor to receive the results of the echo.

| was in the back at 10:10. My echo took a little longer than usual but went fairly smoothly, and the
pacemaker check went like butter. | was out of those two by 10:30 with assurances t hat AWedl | call
few minutes for the doctor. o

JUST UNDER THREE HOURS later | was called back and put in a room. About ten minutes after that,
the doctor came in, told me everything was fine, and dismissed me.

| am not pleased.
Fromtherewewentt o a | ate |l unch at Ji mmy Johnods. (A high note

And from there we went to buy a used camper shell for my pickup. The price was fantastic, the guy helped
me put it on the truck, and finally, finally, | got back here just in time to write this note and watc h NYPD
Blue.

So no new topic today, and no writing. |l 6m reposting y
Tomorrow morning EARLY | go camping. Probably wil!/l be
ti me but wild.l catch esteryone up on Mondayds po

So thanks for your patience.
Topic of the Night: A Repeated Few Notes On Goals

1. Just Startd Yes, | understand you have Xxxxx going on tomorrow (or next week or whatever) but no,

that is not a legitimate reason to put off setting a goal or starting a challenge. Why? Because there will

ALWAYS be one Xxxxx or another starting or stopping or going on. There will always be birthdays and

vacations and movies youdbve been waiting forever to se:q
challenge, just start.

2. Mi ssing | sndt d lhyeu missyburgofl, whet app@hs? Notting. The same thing

that happens when you achieve your goal for the day. N
words of publishable fiction perdayandyouwr i t e only 1200 one day, nobodyds ¢
Your house wondét suddenly be foreclosed. The bank wono:
So challenge yourself already. Set goals.

3. Adjust Your Goals as Necessang If you challenge yourself (or set a goal) to write 3,000 words per day

and you just candédt make it and feel that you need to b;:
perfectly all/l right. Again, itdéds YOUR goal .peliday af fects
(thatdés about an hour) five days per week that woul d si
word novel in three months, and thatdés taking every we:q

4. Set Other Goals Too (em) | have to shed somdat. Beginning today, my goal is to walk at least 4 miles
per day. Every day. (ltés just walking.) And yes, | 6m
lost from 205 down to 174 pounds.

Okay, this is a biggie. IF ANYONE OUT THERE would like to post your numbers on a website
(similar to the way | do here), Il et me know and [ 811 s
now several other people have accounts but only a few .

wantin. ltds a good way to get support from other profess



The Writing

No writing today but | AM taking my writing 6puter wit|
3000 words a day whild ,l dmjawtt tdloenrébe tkineorwé we |l

Todayods Writing

Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4é¢é Ad42 WwWotal words to dateéé 10927

Day 5¢éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906

Day 8¢éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107

Day 9éé 3186 wortdos .d aTtoetéaél 2wio2r9d3s

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878

Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056

Day 12é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 16552

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééeé 422235

July 10, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2:30. Checked email and, from that, a few journal entries. Congrats to my friend Bonnie for a

good start on a personal writingchal | enge. Al so had an emai |l from my budd)
his way down. Web6ére headed for the Lower Gila Box on a
And just then | realized | hadnét writterhthishasic st ory of
post, I 61 1 get on that. I dondét I|Iike to I'imit a story,
and see where it goes.

| 8m posting this mostly sonight.cadl pasatahong bDJete numbiec s
back.

Topic of the Night: Just Start

Yesterday and the day before, AJust Starto was the fir:
I't would be EASY to allow my conscious mind to rational
turned off lusually j ust put my computers into sleep mode so they
is packed in its handy dandy travel bag.

So the conscious mind says to write, |l 6d have to get i
waituntiwe get to our campsite? Then, after things calm dowl
| can write.

See? Thatés the conscious mind trying to stop me from \

work. grin)
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And another conscioussmindployi s al ready under way because | d6m stil!l
instead of writing my story of the week. (grin) Not Writing Fiction comes in many guises. You have to
guard against it, or at least be aware of it, at all times.

And the easiestwayt o beat it is to Just Start. Which is where |
The Writing
Started the story of the week, to be finished on the rq

is due to post Monday morning at 9 a.m.

Todayods Writing
Fiction words: 2238

Writ|ng of ﬁ(as@wmmmmmmmtl d) o

Day 1éé 2238 words. Tot al ords to dateéé 2238
Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day Xé/é66 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5¢éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7¢éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 wworrddss .t ofodaatleé é 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX
Total fiction words ¥#99r the montheéeéééeé 18

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 424473
July 11, 2015

The Day

Rolled out just before 4:30 (Arizona time) in New Mexico, north of Lordsburg. No checkin g email. No
Internet. Just reality.

Great trip, but Dan and | experienced three days of excitement and adventure in about 8 hours.
Topic of the Night: Refilling the Well

| write from experience, as do most of us. Or at least near experience. | experiencehings, then put my
characters in those situations, then extrapolate out from there. But to do that, | have to experience things.
I have to refill the well occasionally. Yesterday, | topped off my well of experience.

PART |

We pulled into our camp about 45 feet away from a 500 foot drop into the Gila River, got out and began
re-exploring and taking pics. | take photos for my book covers, but many also give me story ideas. Others
are fiart photos, 0 suitable for framosafgrsalend di spl ay, an:i
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Then it started sprinkling, then raining. We got in the cab of the pickup.
It started raining harder, then hailing pea -sized hail. Soon that turned to dime-sized. That all lasted about
an hour, then quit.

Cool. Back to exploring and taking photos, except this time there waterfalls all over the place. | think there
were three or four to our south, two or three across the gorge to our west, and another one to the north.
The widest (that | could tell) was probably 50 feet. The narrowest was a fewfeet. But all of them were
grandiose. Remember, all of them were falling at least 500 feet.

Then an hour, maybe two | ater (I thinké it might have |
the west with a roiling off -white valance. | have never sen a wall of rain quite like that, and it looked like
the precursor to a tornado, or maybe a batch of them.

Of course, being guys, we climbed a nearby rocky hill so we could see better. (grin)
When wedd seen alll we want edhepickumanejdseidtime.o s ee, it was |

The rain came. It was horizontal. | am not kidding. Then the hail came. It was dime -sized to quarter-sized,
and much of it too was horizontal. The waterfalls | mentioned earlier were flowing hard, but after they
plunged off the cliff, the wind caught them and tossed them up so they looked more like geysers. Again, |
am not kidding.

The pickup (again, we were parked 45 feet from the edge of a 500 foot drop into the Gila) was jostling
around hard from the wind. We seriously consider ed wor ki ng our way down a fdAchim
huge rocks to slip into a 1,000 year old pueblocito that had remained dry throughout.

But everything around the pueblocito was wet and slick, and very near the pueblocito, should you miss
your grip on a juniper tree, was that same 500 foot drop with nothing to grab but slick rock and air. We
stayed in the pickup. (grin)

With more storm fronts rollin
to use our cots and sleeping bagse t ¢ . Dan coul d
the wind was, well, western wind.

i n, we decided to head 1
6t make use of his tarp

PART II

Several mil es down the road thereds a | arnglethemasgh. The |
again. Only the wash was under fat-moving water.

So we fidecidedodo (as if there was a choice) to make cam
wash was not moving.

| slept sitting up in the cab (because | can) and Dan slept under the camper shell in the bed of the pickup.
It rained and dropped lightning off and on pretty much all night. However, when | wandered down to the
wash in the predawn light, it was damp but not flowing.

About an hour later we drove down a hill, across the wash, up onto relatively firm ground and out. T here
were other minor adventures, including inching past a motorhome that some moron had parked ON THE

ROAD (this is a dirt road, one and a half | anes max) b
in the mud.
But we were tired and hungryandwet and far from home (just I|ike in the

honk or shoot at him or anything when we went by. (The owner and whomever else was apparently asleep



in the back.)

Into Lordsburg at last, we dropped in to a restaurant for breakfast, then out to Shakespeare where a very

kind gentleman named Rod allowed us in to take pictures even though they usually only allow people in

during official tours. (We told him wedre both writers
than we do. Truedatt. One of Dands characters named the place.)

Then Dan dropped south of 1-10 to St. David and dropped me off. And here | am. Dan should be home
about now, as | write this.

I &dm not gonna write today. | dm gonna i nodsul gTeo moyr rootwh elrd |
write the story of the week and then get back to Book 8 of the West Crowley saga.

BY THE WAY if youbre one of those who |l imit yourself t
of the day on Deands diotdayAB PHIsS.LI NK. 1t isnodt
The Writing

No writing today.

Todayods Writing

Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of n(as(strgdfthaweek) t 1 ed) 0

Day 1éé 2238 words. Total words to dateéé 2238
Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 wor ddsa.t eTéoét adll1 2wbor ds t o

Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day é7&486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10¢é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12é XXXMX aWorwdosr.dsTot o dateéé XXXXX

Total fiction words for the monthééééeé 18790
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 424473
July 12, 2015

The Day

Rolled out just before 3 a.m. Back to reality.

Still recovering from the camping trip. For a full day and the better part of a night, Dan and | were
alternating between the low of being exhausted and the high of repeated adrenaline rushes. That sort of
thing wore me outwhenlwa s 30 . Il 6m a little older than that now. (

So | messed around the house a bit, went for a wal k, g
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posting one here), then did some things to improve the
gonna take the rest of the day to do nothing. Talk with you again tomorrow.

Topic of the Night: Ending a Streak
This isn6t really a topic. Being a lIlittle selfish here.

Today | decided to end the streak | began back on April 15, 2014. On that day, | published thefirst short

story in a self-challenge. Following the lead of Dean Wesley Smith, | challenged myself to write at least

one new short story every week for a year. I exceeded
streak end.

Last week | published my 100th short story. It also was the 71st short story in a row that | wrote during
the past 66 weeks.

| fully intended to write a new short story for this week too. In fact, | started one before | left on the
camping trip.

Now | could have simply slapped an ending on it and called it finished, but that would not be in keeping
with the spirit of the challenge. | started three other stories today as well. | wrote three more openings.
Those openings might become something someday, but for now, theys i mpl y arendt wor king.

Writing Off Into the Dark is a freeing, Zen-l i ke technique. |t isnét something
you arené6ét writing into the dark.)

Over on the Free Short Story of the Wewedk Forhawgthose6! | con'f
wi || be stories | wrote before | began the challenge, !

If you enjoy magic realism or think you might, the first few will be from Gervasio Arrancado.
The Writing

| wrote more on th e story that was going to be the short story of the week and then | wrote three new
openings, none of which panned out. I wrote the words,
not going to count them. So no new publishable words of fiction for today.

Todaydés Writing
Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé 1412 woordds .t oT odtactleé é 10927

Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéeé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words. T2l words to dateéé

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 18790
Total fiction words for the yearééééeéé 424473



July 13, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 2. For some reason, still recovering from the camping trip. | might not walk today, or
keep it short.

Today again | messed around the hou® a bit, went for a walk and got some pics. | also posted a video of

the place where Dan and | went camping. |Itdéds a calm vi
there.

Also posted a few pics from the trip. Then | ordered a couple of parts for the camper shell and bought

some stuff for it. Ités coming along slowly. No rush.
Back to writing with Wes off and on today. Like | said

Topic of the Night: Write the Next Whatever

The best advice | 6v etoWntesthe NexeSerdence.df gou keep dging thatnyour s
characters will lead you eventually to the end of whatever you happen to be writing.

| was following that advice one day when | realized there WAS no next sentence. A short time later

(thankfully) I realized the scene was over. | was trying to move the character into a dead area that was
unnecessary and boring. What | needed to do was write
writer who writes scenes.

A sceneis a character (orafewcharacts) deal ing with one situation. To thi
novel, 0 but | can write a scene. I can write a bunch of

I f youdre the kind of writer who writes scemhese Ohatds
1. To begin a scene, put your fingers on the keyboard and write whatever comes.

2. To get through the scene, write the next sentence, then write the next sentence, then write the next
sentence. Donét think aboutttheseeondeor third SestenaelJust wgitetheng or e v
next sentence.

3. When youb6re writing a scene, doné6ét worry about how |
scene.

4. When the scene ends, write whatever comes for the next scene (or for another scerjethen write the
next sentence, then write the next sentence, then write the next sentence.

5. Your character(s) will lead you to where you need to be.

The whole trick is to Keep the story moving forward.

The Writing

| prepped a couple more stories for the weekly free short story release, and | wrote some on Wes today.

Feeling great about the book. Not moving fast right no
woul dnét surprise me if this one wrapped at about 20 d:

Todayods Writing
Fiction words: 1730
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Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4¢éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day é568441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéeée 17906
Day 8é¢é 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9é¢é 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10¢é 158talwowarsds Ttoo dateéé 25878

Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢é¢ 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 20520
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 426203
July 14, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 2. Checked emails and comments on Facebook (posted some things about the trip). | did
walk today, but keep it short at just over 3 miles.

Had a trip to Sierra Vista for two new tires and an oil change for the pickup. Ugh. But it was necessary
with a long trip coming up.

Stopped in at the mall and talked very briefly with the Marine recruiter, a young veteran of the goings -on
in Irag. He was wounded. He was also stout,staunch, and upright. He is a protector. Many of the
protected do not deserve his fine defense. | hope he never wakes up to feel that everything he and his
friends have given was in vain. | hope he never feels his nation abandoned him.

Topic of the Night:  Fiction as Escape
Certainly fiction is an escape for the reader. May be i
write what ought to be instead of what is.

| suspect Tim McCanlies, the screenwriter who wrote lines for Uncle Hub in the film Se condhand Lions,
was thrilled to write what ought to be:

That people are basically good; that honor, courage, and virtue mean everything; that power and money,

money and power mean nothing; that good always triumphs over evil; and that love, true love, never dies.

¢ Doesndét matter if itédés true or not. A man should bel
worth believing in.

Now the protagonist isndét perfect. He isndt all good.
extraordinary (and extra ordinarily good) things.

And the antagonist isndét all bad, unless heds Hitler o
behead women and children while the nation that holds itself up as the beacon of the world apologizes for
himandstivesnot t o fAoffendd hi m. But | di gress.

You are fortunate, folks. If you are writers, you are fortunate. You get a chance to write what ought to be.
You get a chance to escape the insanity for a little while, and write what ought to be.

Todayobds Writing

1
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| wrote a bit here and a bit there, before my walk, after my walk, and after the trip to SV. Bits and pieces
here and there. Kindéa had the air taken out of me whei

Fiction words: 1083

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley s aga

Day 1é¢é 4125 words Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3éé 2766 words Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4¢éé 1412 words Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6¢éé tds2 Wwotal words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words Total words to dateéeé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 wotdsdafTeéédl 2#%05464s

Day 12¢é¢é 1730 words Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13é 1083 words Total words to d éé 30869
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 21603
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 427286
July 15, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 2. Checked emails and other things.

Had another short walk today, right at 4 miles. Looking forward to a good walk tomorrow.

Sticking on one scene in Book 8 for some reason Standard, average, typical day for me.

Topic of the Night: Eating an Elephant

Therebds an ol d joke. How do you eat an el ephant? One bi
Thatdéds how you write a novel, too. One word, one sent el

| was looking over some old stuff, back when this journal was strictly private. Back in late October 2014,
one of the new goals | set was to write fAsix novels in

Well, thatés when | expected to finiingtolayoffuritii r st one by
January 1, then start writing toward my goal.

As it turned out, | released the first novel on November 11 and the second one on December 7. Then |
released the third one on December 27.

I was able to do thatteomcdnlovred aldi Z'ehck I|i deandts wrvier whel
sentence, a paragraph, a scene. | can keep plugging away until the story is finished.

So this calendar year (thus far) | éve written five novi
flexd rrmovel s | wasndt expecting to have finished | ast ye
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But not one time was | able to sit down and wrap my head around an entire novel or even the novella.
Each time | wrote a scene, then another scene, then another scene. | ran through the story with my
characters, and | wrote down what they said and did. TI

And that ended up being eight novels and a novella, and counting. Oh, plus a short story every week.
(grin)

So if youbre ever overwhelmed at the 6tdeadwdt wwriittien gt hae
Donét worry about how it connects to anything else. Ju:
another. Your characters will lead you through.

Todayods Writing
Not a Il ot to it. Finally knbouik&itgsavil breakIbosesaon.e scene and

Fiction words: 1784

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé olrddls2 Wwiotal words to dateéé 10927

Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7¢éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéeée 21107
Day 9éé 3186 wosgsdtso datadé¢é wd4 293

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢ 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13¢é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869
Day 14é 1784 words. Totdal words to dateéé 3265
Total fiction words for the montheéeéééé 23387
Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 429070
July 16, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 3 (yay, slept in). Checked emails and other things.

Started today by writing a nuts and bolts post on dialogue for the Pro Writers series that posts every ten

days. Guess |06l be running through my core seminars a.
Had a good walk today. Planned to hit about 6 miles and wound up with 7.5.

| was planning to take most of today to finish finding parts | need for that used shell | bought for my
pickup, but | decided to write all day t otgrdaytodowi f eds a
all that other stuff. Not that | wondt write Saturday,

Just a normal non-writer day, really. Laundry, and a lot of other stuff. Normal stuff. Bland, boring normal
stuff. | need to go camping again.
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Anyway,t hen | finished off the day I|istening to The Four

that?) and Aerosmithdés fiDondt Wanna Miss A Thingd and
the Sun. 0 Why? No idea. Hadycbeaptiful, dmotionalkperfegtiom.rUp theretwitto n . Es p e «
AAnniebébs Songd by Denver or Lonestards AAmazed. d Whew.

Topic of the Night: Keeping Track of You

| was browsing back through EARLY installments of this journal for possible topics to update and share

(Yes | cannibalizemy own wor k) when it struck me how far | dédve co
Seems very gestational, doesnét it? (grin)

| started writing a short story each week way back in April, but | started Writing Seriously (novels,
novellasandnonf i cti on plus the story of the week) | ast Octob
been a real writer for only about nine months.

One of those entries was about a short story | wrote. |
western. Andtowar d t he end of it, the characters told me they:i
were enemies. They told me where everything started, and they asked me to write the story.

It became a novel called Leaving Amarillo. And then there was anotherone.Then anot her . Now | &n
working on Book 8 in that saga.

And when | started, I wasndt sure whether it would be
told me to be careful about setting a firm date to have it out.

But the point here is how wonderful it is to glance back over those entries since October 19, 2014 and see
how much things (especially my perceptions) have chang

So | encourage you to carve a little time out of your day each day to make a few notes oa journal. You
can do it like | do this one, complete with a daily, monthly and yearly word count, or whatever. |
guarantee youdl |l enjoy |l ooking back over it a few mont |

Todaybs Writing
| wrote a little bit on Book 8 of the Wes Crowley saga, but 1 d&dm not gonna count it as
lot of writing done, but very little fiction.

I wrote three blog posts f
modified vacation from July 25 through August 5 and do n
Peopleds I nternet). Opi is
you every time.

r the Amaind blog (Pro Writ
t want to have to depend on
not a good boy. When everyt|

0
0

Also went through and prepped (very lightly rewrote, heavily reparagraphed) three more stori es from
Gervasio for stories of the week and got those preposted as well. Incredible how L O N G some of my
paragraphs were back when | originally wrote those. Ugh. They read much better now. The poetry and
humor is still there, but at a lot better pace.

Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of Book 8 in the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927

Day5¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéeé 15420



Day 7¢éé 2486 words Total words to dateéé 17906

Day 8éé 3201 words Total words to dateéé 21107

Day 9é¢é 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293

Day 10é 15853 awomwbgs.dsTto dateéé 25878

Day 11é 2178 words Total words to dateéé 28056

Day 12¢é 1730 words Total words to dateéé 29786

Day 13¢é 1083 words Total words to dateéé 30869

Day 14¢é 1784 words Total words to dateéé 32653

Day 15é XXXX wordste#&ét AXXWErds to da

Total fiction words for the monthééééeé 23387

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 429070

July 17, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 2, so backtonorma.Checked email s and other things, incl
two days. | recommend reading his topic of the night Here and then Here. Great stuff if you want to see

why | say you should NOT get an agent, and why you should publish your work and then leave it

published.

| alsoread alot ofthe comments on Deanbés posts. I nteresting stuff, b o

they donodt.

Started out the day around 4 a.m. (after all of the above) just writing with Wes. My intention for today is
to write all day in a series of starts. Should work outwell. We 6 1 | s ee.

I miss writing short stories. | miss the break that gave me from the Wes Crowley storyline and | miss the

excitementofasyetunknown characters surprising me. | &dm going t
shorts for a whiringangvedhallendgedot mysefidobn. be st a

Now | could just write a short story as it oc s to m
do that But |1 6m better motivated when |1 6ve at ched m
During one break in writing | designed and printed up some new business cardgsee below). Very basic,

just to get the information out there. Herebds one, in

Topic of the Night: Be Careful Where
You Get Advice

| talk often about learning to quiet your
conscious, critical mind when you write.

HARVEY STANBROUGH

adhering to Heinlien's Rules and writing off into the dark

- pro writers blog - daily journal - free story of the week
* short fiction + collections + novels « poetry
« free instruction on Microsoft Word for writers
» audio lectures on writing

HarveyStanbrough.com
harveystanbrough@gmail.com

Some of you accomplish that, at least
temporarily, and thatoés fin
anyone has found a way to permanently

silence the critical mind. The trick is to

remain on guard and to silence it each time

it reappears. And it will reappear. It wants to
stop you from writing as a way to protect

you, remember? | f vyou
publish, and if you do
opening yourself to criticism.

So you learn to silence or squelch the critical voice when yousit down to write.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-friday-717/
http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/writing-in-public-year-2-month-12-day-15/
http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/writing-in-public-year-2-month-12-day-16/

You are determined, even, not to rewrite because final|
than not, will destroy a perfectly good piece of writing. So far so good.

Then you finish a short story or a chapter in your novel or a scene in your memoir and, for some
completely unfathomable reason, you share it with a critique group.

So let me get this straight. You have learned, finally, to trust your subconscious and quiet your own critical
voiceé and now youodbue woihgngotsubpmebng ELSEG6S critic

Uh, no. Bad idea. Maybe baddest idea ever. Dondédt do t h.

And if you DO decide to submit your stuff for critique, AT LEAST submit it to people who have a LOT
more publications than you do in the same literary genre (i.e., short fiction, essay, novel, etc.) and/or in
the same commercial genre (i.e., SF, western, romance, etc.).

My advice today is the same as it was way back in October. Find yourself a good first reader.

Preferably, this person will NOT be a writer and will therefore not be tempted to bring his or her own
voice to the work.

Preferably, this person will be an avid reader of the type of work you write.

Then ask that person to tell you about

any typos

any inconsistencies (character wearing a grey jaclet when he goes into a bank and a brown one

when he comes out, and
I anything else at all that confuses the reader or stops the reading cold.

f
f

Then go back and fix those places I F YOU AGREE with yo
the first reader recommends.

If your first reader starts giving you writing advice, smile, say Thank You and find a new first reader.
Seriously.

Todaybs Writing
Started on Book 8 by cycling back through a scene that was bothering me.

My subconscious was naggingme,sayng t he scene wasndt complete, but | v
it was lacking.

Today as | read back through it, the rest of the scene flowed out through my fingers with no prompting
from me. | love it when that happens.

Note that this is NOT rewriti ng. Rewriting is something you do with your conscious, critical mind,
counting the number of times you use a particular word or checking to make sure you alternated sentence
structures just so or whatever. None of that will improve your work. | promise.

Asl expected (and hoped), the writing ran well today in
write for about an hour (about a thousand words) and then take a break.



Getting pretty good at it. Now if | can just keep doing it that way. (gri n) Still, with my overall goal of
wanting this novel finished and out before July 25,

Fiction words: 4018

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1é¢é 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2é¢é 26234 wWotal words to dateéé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4¢éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5é¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7¢éé 2486 wordsdafTeéal 1weoo0éds t

Day 8é¢é 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9é¢é 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10¢é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢é¢ 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13¢é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 308609
Day 14¢é¢ 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653
Day 15¢é 4018 words. Tot al words to dateéé 36671
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 27405
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 433088
July 18, 2015

The Day

Roll ed out at 1:30. Checked emails and weather. I do

want to make headway on this novel but lalsohaveb vi sit Sierra Vista today. I
have what | need that will turn into a trip to Tucson. Ugh. Hope not.

Started the day (after a waking up period) writing this post. Now, almost two hours after | got up, finally
I 6m t ur ni niggconguterh e wr it

We | | the neighborés dog went nut s o uwastingdcep.lhateit gger i n
when a bunch of erratic stuff takes over and is so jerky and staccato that it seems to take only ten minutes

and then | look up and an hour of my life is gone. | mean, | started this whole getting up in the early

morning thing specifically to give myself a few hours of quiet.

Anyway, all of that led me in a roundabout way to doing updates for the websites | run for other people.

I 6d s,crhbeuatm | know it wouldndét do any good. (grin)
I'tds all right Life happens, eh? | just need to bre
because | have to go to SV later, but | doftnédtipahave t
bit.

And i f | have to 16l wait and go Monday.

No walk yesterday and no walk today.

Got to SV, found the parts | needed (the struts to h
The | ock didnoét worknébd WwWomhdbbted CandBStrketudndit 0
|l ooking through all my old keys Turns out | found o

— D

QO

(9]
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(grin)

Hardest item to locate is the weather-stripping -like hard foam rubbertoseal t he cap to the bed,
already come up with a solution for that so itodés all g
Got two more hours done on Book 8 and now I d&d&dm gonna t al

day.

Almost ran out of time. This is supposed to post at 5 p.m. so | have to get it out. Makes my word count a
little light.

Topic of the Night: Following Your Passion

I posted something about this awhile back. I might mak:
blog for those who think maybe perhaps they might want to consider pursuing the idea of thinking about

becoming a professional fiction writer on the outside chance that eventually they are able to carve out ten

mi nutes or so. To think about it. (grin) 16m kidding.

That bl og 6 sveladfwritersfhobbyists,ladpiraht®e and professional writers alike.
But no matter the level of your aspiration or achievement, you should follow your passion.
That provides you automatically with two goals.

9 If your passion is writing, then write.
o Note:l f your passion is Something EIlse, then by al
holding a gun to your head here. And if your passion is drama, drape one arm over your
forehead and complain constantly what terrible drudgery writing is, but that you simply
must do it because you are compelled by forces greater than yourself. (grin)
T And if you write, then write what youdbdre passionate
It can be a set of characters or a particular story line or an untenable situation or whatever.

The point is, itds easy to sell out to what you believ
focus on selling what youbve already written. And ther
What 6s di fficul t dingwriting)ys todotlow ydurgpassion DESRITHE what your family

and friends and critiqgue group members say, and DESPITE lagging sales, and even DESPITE your own

critical voice.

When | started writing full time, ANYtyhoiundgd |sbadi dh alv ewal sa u
your face. No possible way would | write a western, despite my background.

But | wrote one story that turned out to be a western. Then | listened to the characters, who told me a

story nobody else had written. | started writin g i t . Now ités in the eighth book
story to fill nine or ten books. And although the story contains strong elements of romance and fantasy

(magic realism) and suspense, at its heart itbds a west
| do not have a passionforwrit i ng westerns, but | do have a passion (a
story. So thatdéds what | write. DESPITE the fact that t|

western. (grin)

| also have a passion for writing Mario Puzo type characters,mobsters and the like. And little inner -city
wannabe gangstas. And deep down inside | have an urge to write a detective series, maybe mixed in with



the mobster characters.

| guess vampire and werewolf stuff is really big right now and has been for awhile. Yet | know | probably
wi || never write a vampire or werewolf story. 't just |
reality than that stuff. (grin)

So as a writer, you have a decision to make: Follow your passion or follow the markets?
T o d a YMiiteg
No comment beyond whatés above in the fiDaydo section. N |

Fiction words: 3116

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2866 Twomd words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5¢éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 wor ddat eldbd a2l Wwb#h ds t o

Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéeé 25878
Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢ 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869
Day 14¢é 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653
Day 15é 4018 words. Tot al words to dateéeée 36671
Day 16é 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787
Total fiction words for the montheéeéééé 30521
Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 436204
July 19, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2:30. Checked emails and weather. No rain, so maybe a walk a bit later.

Messed around waking up, then drove out a little early for a sunrise walk. Gat some great perspective pics
of the railroad tracks and maybe a couple good cover shots, but the walk was truncated when | kept
encountering swarms of flying ants. Even got a video of them, little monsters. (grin)

Back at the house, while it was still cod | mounted the gas struts on the back lift door of the camper shell.
So that works now. Yay.

Gave my 30 quart cooler to one of my sons last time he was out here and now | need one so pulled out a
really old Coleman metal cooiee. WeOI1l weekb&bowl dlohguse
World later.

Sat down to chill for a bit, then decided to mow the yard. Normal, everyday stuff. So all of the above plus

some other life stuff, and ités aftépubheon, and now I

(@)

Life doesndt stop when tuckdriYare @and oipt odoas wat teroprwhken
Only difference is that | have really flexible hours. (grin) With the day dwindling, | decided to make this a
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day of f. | 6 lsltomgrew. back to We

Topic of the Night: Heinleinbés Rules, with an addendum,
| 6ve t alkeeidn |aRoles@fere, so this will be brief. This is taken from an article | posted in this
journal back in October.

I added a Rul e Iés. As arefidsher,rhérethen des follBwed by a bit of discussion:

1. You must write.
2. You must finish what you write.
3. You must not rewrite.
4. You must publish (or submit).
5. You must keep your work published (or keep it in the mail, submitted).
6. If you try to fo llow these rules, you WILL fall off them at times.
o Thatdés okay, and itds perfectly nor mal
o To succeed as a writer, once you realize youbve

back on them again.

Did you get that Rule 6 with its two addenda? Listen, seriously, if you find you have real trouble following
these rules, | strongly recommend you visit http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/lecture -series/ and sign up
for his Lecture 1: Heinlei nds Rul es.

It costs $75, itdés composed of 15 videos, and it wild.l I
writing. | promise.

One warning: During his lectures, Dean will tell you t|
suspecthedevelped it when he was dodging bullets at writerso
way of saying, fiNot everyone can be a professional wr i f
But dondét |l et it fool you Dondét accept tbhesappokhnowi &
single professional writer who isnét following Heinlei.l
truth.

Now, when he says that or something similar to describe the difference (for example) between his writing

process (sprinting)and Kr i sd writing process (slow and steady), he
But when heds saying something |ike AFoll owing Heinlei:
di fferent, 0 hebds giving you an easy way out ifupyou ar e

stuff for a living.
Todaybds Writing
Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 41éé 2 words. Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5é¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéeé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9¢é¢é 31861l wwpndds Totdateéeée 24293


http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/lecture-series/

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢é 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13¢é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869
Day 14¢é 1784 words.éT®2@&ab3words to dateé

Day 15é 4018 words. Total words to dateéé 36671
Day 16¢é 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787
Day 17é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 30521
Total fiction words for the yearééééeéé 436204
July 20, 2015

The Day

Al most 3 when | rolled out this morning. Checked email

Had a great walk. Only about 5.5 miles but at agood pace despite shooting a few pics. Got a couple cover
pics so ités all good.

The guy below is a baby cotton tail and he was naturally curious. Hopped just off the trail, then stopped
and looked while | took pictures. Might be a girl. | see she has a lttle green bouquet just above her left

eye. (grin)

My old Coleman metal cooler is working fine. Just have to
slap silicone on one minuscule leak. Woohoo! Older
SERIOUSLY is better.

Hmm. Good thing once again | have really flexible hours.

(grin)

Hadaneyedoct or appointment in Willcox
whenever | can help it), then hung around town for another

hour buying some stuff | candt fin

Ol 6 Benson whoés running everybody
High Taxes.

Anyway, | wrote some this morning, but with the day

dwindling (again) and with a massive storm sitting just

southwest considering thinking about deciding whether it

mi ght possibly move into Saint Dav

Topic of the Night: Writing Off Into the Dark, Part

One
) This is writing without an outline, without a plan, without
all owing your conscious mind to dAd

every character and every word that comes out of your ¢
Look, if someone tells you how a novel ends, do you still wantto read it? Most people would say No.

So if you know before you start writing whatodéds going t
boring? It is to me.

Bradbury once said (paraphrasing) How can a writer expect to surprise the readerifhe doesbt sur pri s e


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-monday-720/

himself?

And when asked about his process for writing Dandelion Wine, he said he wrote it like he wrote
everything else. He got his coffee, he sat down at the typewriter, he put his fingers on the keys, and he
wrote whatever came.

So writing off into the dark. Sit down at your writing computer, put your fingers on the keyboard, and
write whatever comes.

Trust it. Trust your subconscious to tell the story. |
alphabet.

| once wrote thatthistec hni que is an offshoot of Heinleinbs Rul es.
into the dark even if you arenét following Heinleinbs |

If there were specific rules for writing off into the dark they would re ad like this (annotated with an
explanation to save space):

1.

5.

t Write: Donoét think
i ne. Donot strive for
S rm to

tory to confo

Sit down at your writing computer and Just Write. (
you want to write. Donét out
Dondétapdanhorce the character
and Just Write.)

When you get stuck, Just Write the Next Sentence. Then Write the Next Sentence. Then

Write the Next Sentence. (When you get stuck, Just Write the Next Sentence: If there is no next
sentence, if nothing comes [Dondét Think!], that sce
scene. Open it by writing whatever comes into you mind, then write the next sentence. Lather,

rinse, repeat.)

Run your spellchecke r. ( Remember, this is done in critical mi |
youbre doing this, you donét start reading even s ma
little drink for an alcoholic or one cigarette for me, it will lead you to a lifet ime of rewriting and

polishing instead of submitting and publishing. And you WILL polish the good off your story.)

Send to your first reader, then publish. (If you have a first reader, when it comes back, fix

whatever the first reader caught IF YOU AGREE.] f you donét have a first rea
have a good first reader, skip it and just publish.)

Write the next story. Writers Write. (Self-explanatory. Writers Write. Just Write.)

y

Sothereyougo. Tomor rowds topic: WritiwgYoOdofNOTwantto missthes. Dar k, Pa
And stop being stingy. Tell your friends!)

Todaybds Writing
Fiction words: 1678

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéeé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201Towmoaldswords to dateéé 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056



Day 12¢é¢é 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13¢é 1083 wor dlsa.t et 8l108wW®r ds t o

Day 14¢é¢ 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653
Day 15¢é 4018 words Total words to dateéé 36671
Day 16¢é 3116 words Total words to dateéé 39787
Day 17¢é 1678 words Total words to dateéé 41469
Total fiction words for the monthééééeé 32199

Totalf i cti on words for the yearééeééeéée 437882

July 21, 2015

The Day
Rolled out about 2:30 after a rough night babysitting an ulcer. Definitely no walk today.

Books 3and 7 of the Wes Crowley saga came in from CreateSpace today. | order three or four copies of
each major title | put out just to have a few on hand. Here are the covers of those two:

| got some pretty good writing done today, but
not fully up to speed. Took a lot more time off to
just sit than anything else. Still, advanced the
novel. And |1 6m getting
| 61l see the ending.

e point

| did find out today that one of the lesser
characters in the previous book is bigger than |
firstthoughtt And s heds bigger b

personal vendetta again was ki
interesting. Not sure yet why she has a vendetta,
but | hope theyoll tell ext day
(grin)
So | did nothing today other than resting and

writing, and allofthe wr i ting came in short bits here and there. I

Topic of the Night: Writing Off Into the Dark, Part Two To Direct or Not to Direct
In yesterdayds post, | wrote that WOITD is wrierying wit!|
action of every character and every word that comes ouf

True dat.
So that means you have a choice.

Most of wus have been taught that webre supposed to st u
and Control The Snot out of our characters. Wrong.

How would you like it if someone else were controlling everything you did, everything you said?
Well, your characters feel the same way.

In a good marriage or a good friendship, the parties run through life together. They simp ly enjoy each
ot herds company and are there for each other. And as vy
opinions of each other. Later, perhaps in memoir or when talking with another person, you convey your
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memories of that time.

I 't s t Ima stosyabxaxtly the same. Exactly.

The brave writer doesndt #fAdirecto anything. The brave
life with her characters, exploring and experiencing the same things they do AS THE CHARACTERS

experience them. And the writer writes down what the characters say and do.

Notice: The writer doesn6ét DIRECT the characters to sa:
observes, AS sheds running through the story deith the
If you do this, if you trust your subconscious and write off into the dark, your characters WILL surprise

you, | promise.

Practically every day mine do or say things that | had no idea they were going to say or do. Many times, as

I dm wr i t isilgack fram the tomputer and laugh out loud. And when the characters take me

completely by surprise, I know theydll do the same for
By the way, there have been some GREAT posts over ditt p://deanwesleysmith.com_over the past few

days on the business of writing. I hope youdre foll owi
Todaybds Writing

Fiction words: 1805

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2¢éé 26234 Wotal words to dateéé 6749

Day 3¢éé 2766 words Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5¢éé 3441 words Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 wordsdafTeédl 1wa0ds t

Day 8éé 3201 words Total words to dateéé 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words Total words to dateéé 24293

Day 10é 1585 words Total words to dateéé 25878

Day 11¢é 2178 words Total words to dateéé 28056

Day 12é 1730 words Total words to dateéé 29786

Day 13é 1083 words Total words to dateéé 30869

Day 14¢é 1784 words Total words to dateéé 32653

Day 15é 4018 words Total words to dateéé 36671

Day 16é 3116 words Total words to dateéé 39787

Day 17¢é 1678 words. Total words to dateéé 414609

Day 18é 1805Twtoald words to dateéé 43274

Total fiction words for th mont héééeé 34004

Total fiction words for th year eéééeéé 439687

July 22, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 2:30. No walk again today and maybe no writing. | have to be in Sierra Vista to visit my

mechanic at 9 a.m. Wedll see how the day wunfolds from
I could have written earlier, but | didndét. We,lal , I di


http://deanwesleysmith.com/
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comment on Facebook set me off. | spent the next three hours writing some nonfiction spurred by the
comment. Ugh.

Sometimes | &m an idiot. What | have to say would have |
difference whatsoever, and it serves only to further frustrate me. So three completely wasted hours there. |

candt believe some of the choices | make someti mes reg:
And | wondt start writing on Wes now becauserupttdondt w.
for my little side trip to SV this morning. I'tés | ooki
having this book done and out before July 25. Mi ght ha
allowed too many other things to take priority too many times.

Great post over at http://deanwesleysmith.com. He talks about yet another benefit of writing into the
dark. Good read.

Sure enough, the gaskets that my truck needed even frustrated the mechanic. He started at about 9 this
morningand hadtore-d o t hi ngs wuntil around noon when my wife cam
her work at 5, then back to SV (actually Whetstone, just north of Huachuca City) to get the truck.

Valve cover gaskets now look more like O rings than gasketsfor anyone out there who used to replace
your own. We used to buy one set of valve cover gaskets and save the box. Then the next set we cut out of
the box the first set came in. Cereal boxes worked too.

| decided to call this a day off writing. Too much other going on.

Topic of the Night: Setting Priorities
Very briefly, you set your own priorities. You make choices, conscious or otherwise, in practically every
moment.

Become aware of those choices. Own them.

I f they arendt what syanewdnt what Iybut wantesbletgin chang
priorities.

Basically,

1 you can be a plumber or cop or housewife who Also Writes when other things and people allow
you to, or
1 you can BE a writer who also does other life things.

| am a writer who does other things, either when | choose to or when life happens. Today it was mostly life

happens and partly kickind back. (grin)
What to take from this: I'tdés all up to you.

Todaybds Writing
No writing today. Zero.
Fiction words: XXXX

S noyv

This reallygies ki hade onht gnl8 writing days on i
t thin

t
calendar days. For me thatoés a long time. | don
novel. Anyway, this one is closing down on the end so | think the writing will go pretty fast from here on
out.

h
0



Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749

Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4¢éé 14121 woodds fTotadateéeé 10927

Day 5é¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéeée 17906

Day 8é¢é 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words. éT®Rt42193words to dat eé

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878

Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056

Day 12¢é¢ 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786

Day 13¢é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869

Day 14¢é¢ 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653

Day 48&8 words. Total words to dateéé 36671

Day 16é 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787

Day 17¢é 1678 words. Total words to dateéé 414609

Day 18¢é 1805 words. Total words to dateéé 43274

Day 19é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX

Total fictionwordsfor t he mont hééééé 34004

Total fiction words for the yearéééeééé 439687

July 23, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 3. Checked email and did some website maintenance andupdates.

Turned a quick 3 mile walk.

Went out to the shed and | oaded a bunch of my youngest
Really looking forward to the road trip.

Sam Turner from SSA and RWA sent me a very interesting survey comparingred er s® choi ces in 20
2013. Therebts a | ot of good information there if you w:

The main page for the survey results is here:http:/blog.marieforce.com/the -results-are-in-2015-reader-
survey/.

The results in table format are here: https://marieforce.com/images/docs/2015ReaderSurveyChart.pdf .

Youbll see a couple other links on the main page as wel
Great post again over athttp://deanwesleysmith.com . Thi s guyés hitting on all cyl
foroneamgladtoseeit. Heandi are the same age. What heds doing with

short of incredible. Today he talks about multiple cash flows in this new world of publishing. Well worth a
visit.

Once again | didnét get any wrudk,ngmy omer.s drbar gledltd mgi 0
etc.) ready for the trip so I édm kind of scatter braine:iq
When | think | might sitand writeabit, I t hi nk of some small something I ne

one of those who does everythingas t occurs t o me. I f I didndédt, some of


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-thursday-723/
http://blog.marieforce.com/the-results-are-in-2015-reader-survey/
http://blog.marieforce.com/the-results-are-in-2015-reader-survey/
https://marieforce.com/images/docs/2015ReaderSurveyChart.pdf
http://deanwesleysmith.com/

So I édm living kind of a stuttering, stammering
Is this an example of my conscious mind stopping me from writing?

Unequivocally, Nope. | love the story and | want to get it finished so | can do the cover and move on to the

| i festyl

next one. No stoppages or slowdowns or confusion. | &ém |
As an aside, | keep thinking | should have just stayed here. The initial plan was to send Mom toIndiana to
see her boys while | stay here and hold down the fort. But we eventually decided on Plan Two, which was
me going as well, but driving instead of flying. | don
and puts personal safety abovepolitically correct speech and searches.
So wedre d ving. The only massive downside is that | |
li ke it. B being here in familiar surroundiings wi l | |
Nervous dad and the whole bit. Hereb6s a little pic of
Camera before she goes all Siamese on my backside. (grin)
Not really. Shedés the sweetest baby kit washapengsmver know
the late afternoon sun. Probably that look on herfaceisYou 6 r e gonna put some stupid c
and show it to people
And yes, | am. Did.
Okay, since | started this
travesty, hereds how s
looks. (grin)
Topic o fthe Night: No topic
tonight. 1 édm pooped.

Todaybds Writing




Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1é¢é 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2é¢é 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 wor ddat efTéod a95wWords to

Day 4¢éé 1412 words Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5é¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7¢éé 2486 words Total words to dateéé 17906

Day 8éé 3201 words Total words to dateéé 21107

Day9éé 3186 words Total words to dateéé 24293

Day 10é 1585 words Total words to dateéé 25878

Day 11é 2178 words Total words to dateéé 28056

Day 12¢é 1730 words Total words to dateéé 29786

Day 13¢é 1083 words Total words to dateéé 30869

Day 14¢é 17804t aMorwlosr.ds to dateéé 32653

Day 15¢é 4018 words Total words to dateéé 36671

Day 16é 3116 words Total words to dateéé 39787

Day 17é 1678 words Total words to dateéé 414609

Day 18¢é 1805 words Total words to dateéé 43274

Day 19é XXXX wor dsat eTéoét adX XwoX ds t o d

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 34004

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 439687

July 24, 2015

The Day

Rolled out about 3. Checked email anddid some other waking-up stuff.

Good rain last night so no walk today. Not sure | can even get out of my driveway. (grin)

No matter how the writing turns out today, more than |
days. | might postandImi ght not . I 611 be driving about 11 hours pe
added pressure of hoping | can get this out before 5 p.
while 1 6m driving.

Now | understand | could justpre-po st ag@ efipll der 6 post or something I|ike t
kindba silly. I DO have a streak going with this, but
cheating to me. Plus I wasnodét really tr ykedogtthito get a s
way.

| started this back in mid -October to give other writers and would-b e wr i t er s a gl i mpse at m

started writing fiction full time as a profession. | guess taking an occasional hiatus is part of the writing
life too, right? (grin)

| have posts pre-published and ready to go on my other two blogs, the Pro Writers series and the Free
Short Story of the Week, so those will continue. But this is a daily post of what | did that day, and probably
al | |l 6m gonna bedsk@apinong i s driving an

I f | see anything interesting that has to do with writ]
it. In fact, | might well take a few notes at the end of each day and then report those when | have time.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-friday-724/

Topic of the Night: Star  ting and Restarting

First, if youbre an aspiring writer and you havenodét st
istartedod | dondt mean you thought about it or researc|
By fst ar t e dsatdbwnatéha keybgaodand actually put words on the page.

I f you havendédt started yet, and if youdbre having troubl

unreasonable fear.

I f you write something and it 6 sAndifyeuanite somdbhs@andiit el vy not hi
sucks canal water from all 50 states, well, nothing will happen then either. So sit down and Just Write.

To get better, you have to practice. And to practice, you have to start.
So youdre ready and nwawlis|Whatglgldoanext? t he questi o

Sit down at the keyboard, put your fingers on the keys, and type whatever comes. Just type whatever
comes.

Youdre not writing a story or a novel. Youdre just wrif

Then write the next sentence. Then write the next sentence. Keep doing that, and before you know it, you
will have written a scene.

Once you write that first sentence, DONG6T stop and cri:
itds gonna fit with whateverds coming in the future.
Just write the next sentence.

I f you want to start, thatés how you start.

And if you need to restart, thatodés pretty much how you
More than I ikely | wondét be writing for awhile. Probabl
And of c o uaring the end od a@WIR, enless | finish it today, which is doubtful.

So 1611 be restarting when | get back.

For restarting, the best method | 6éve found is to cycle
stories | might start at the beginning and read all the way through, allowing myself to touch the

manuscript here and there.

Cauti on: if you do this, DONO6T |l ook for Atoo manyo i nsi
particular sentence structure. Your subconscious knew what it wanted when it wrote that segment the

first ti me. But if you happen on fAimosso and know fil i chi
al | means change it. So when | say 16l allow myself t
what | mean.

With this story |1061]1 probably cycle back about five pat
to the end of what | d6ve written, 16l just write the ni
I n other words | 61 | egpowee mystbcoadcibus: and ketrit dd wihat it does bdsti g h

(grin)



By the way, another good blog post over athttp://deanwesleysmith.com today. A weird analogy that
didndét really wohisgoinf Idhink yoewilltob.ut | got

Todaybs Writing
Fiction words: 2713

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2é¢é 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749

Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Tolbal words to dateéé 95

Day 4¢éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927

Day 5¢éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368

Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéeée 17906

Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107

Day 9ééw@®n@$. Total words to dateéé 24293

Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéeé 25878

Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056

Day 12¢ 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786

Day 13é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869

Day 14¢é 1784 wadsdtso dataéé wd2653

Day 15¢é 4018 words. Total words to dateéé 36671

Day 16¢é¢ 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787

Day 17¢é 1678 words. Total words to dateéé 414609

Day 18¢é 1805 words. Total words to dateéé 43274

Day 19é 2713 words. To8al words to dateéé 459

Total fiction words for the montheééééé 36717

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 442400

NO POSTS FOR JULY 25,26,28 1 31, ANDAUGUST1 i 3.

July 27, 2015

Hey fol ks, just a note to update everyone and hope yout
Arrived at our destination today. | was thinking (wron
road three days, then here three days, then on the road again three days. Kd of a weird symmetry in

that.

But no.

Actually, not counting today, wedll be here four full
Saturday morning. So therebds that.

Not sure how much writing |6l 1 gubtamjdnesngtolyfinishTe | 6 m on t |
Battle of Tres Caballos and 2) get started on either another novel in a different world or Book 9 of the

Crowley saga. And | 6ve also been jonesing | ately to wr]i
| have afeelingiflamabletocarveout some writing time while I 6m on the
This is all very weird for me. | spent years traveling

and conventions. But at those places, | was alone and not visiting relatives or friends. All of that translates
that whenever | wasnét entertaining new friends in the


http://deanwesleysmith.com/
http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-monday-727/

Whol e different deal here. So weodll see.

Not sure even when 1611 post agai n, gaurselfriasihbvetutien, pl e
Harvey

Oh!OveratDeanés ,wehbesGst eputting up some good stuff recently.

August 4, 2015

The Day

After roughly 6 months of driving around the country, |
drove on both the first and |l ast day, so fiinclxusiveo i
months.

ANYway, 1 6m back. Cleaning up email, running updates, |
computer and changed his mind, etc.

Today, | am happy to report, wildl be the |l ast day of t|
witho ut writing so much as a word of fiction. | would literally rather be beaten than go through that again.

Wel | I WONO6T go through that again, not voluntarily.

I f you havDenadntd sv ilaseibhtiseigd yeu to do so, and read back over the past several days
for the Topic of the Night.

The Writing

First, | finished up the month of July with only 36717 words. Absolutely terrible, but it will get better.
After all, the monthly goal resets every month. (grin)

Tomorrow morning, | will begin writing the climax and the ending. To do that, | will read back over
maybe the | ast ten pages or so. Then 1061l put my fingel

I expect to finish the bookontisimethingnew.drBook 9dMughs, and t hel
depends on Wes.

To set a restarting point, below I &6ve put in the numbe.]

Todaydés Writing
Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4126t avlorwerds to dateéé 4125

Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéeé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5¢é¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 wordseéd¢ottah2@ords to dat

Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8é¢é 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878


http://deanwesleysmith.com/
http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-tuesday-84/
http://deanwesleysmith.com/

Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056

Dayl2 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786

Day 13¢é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869

Day 14¢é¢é 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653

Day 15é 4018 words. Total words to dateéé 36671

Day 16¢é 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787

Day 17¢é 16 7t8alwowarsds Ttoo dateéé 414609

Day 18¢é 1805 words. Total words to dateéé 43274

Day 19¢é 2713 words. Total words to dateéé 45987

Day 20é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 0000

Total fiction words f400r the year éééééé 442

August 5, 2015

The Day

Back on schedul e, rolled out about 2:45. Actually, st a
other state inthe vicinity (nor t h/ sout h) was intelligent enough to stay

legislature voted several years ago to put most of the state on Eastern Time (Doh!).

But it worked out well for me personally. | went to bed around 10 p.m. local time (7 my time) and go t up
around 5 or 6 a.m. local time (2 or 3 my time), so no real adjustment. (grin)

Hi gh hopes yesterday to get back t o wmd-norning Befooeday, and
sunup | spent time with my beautiful little daughter and did some waking up things, then updated several

websites, cleaned up my inbox, etc. | also began doing some research that | might need for a novel

someday.

With first light, | opened the back of my pickup and camper shell and began unloading the stuff we
broughtback from I ndiana. Seems to me itds roughly twice w
mi ght just be me and my grouch |l evels after the el even

So unloading finished, put most of it away (at least temporarily) | did some more research on the same
topic. A little while later | noticed the yard needed to be mowed. Like many in Arizona, | do not have a

il awn, 6 but | do have an extensive yard. Out came the
itand away lwen t . Now thatdéds finished.

I'té6s always struck me as ironic that 1 6m |iving in sou
mowing the yard. | f the place was mine, | 6d do the who!
big huge massivegag ant uan rock with a house on top. Thatdés what
Okay, gonna chill a bit, then get a shower, then see wl

Well after the shower, remembered | had to replenish groceries here in the house, so went shopping then
back here for lunch. Still exhausted from the trip. | |
since about first grade. (grin)

No nap, but | decided this has to be another non-writing day. Just too tired. Cleaning up from the trip ,
plus the trip itself took a toll. Onward to tomorrow.

Topic of the Night: Life Happens, or Letting Life Happen


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-wednesday-85/

Therebs nothing we can do about it anyway, and someti m

That 6s the case wit laysane nofvtoday.t dowdd hdva written eHilel wasmonel |

could have just carved out some time and written. The people | was around (most of them) would have
understood and a few would even have envied meth They p
noise or otherwise.

But | di dnét write. I didnét even try to carve out the
interrupted. When 1 6m writing I want to write. I dono
the nextroomtolaugh at something cute or stupid someone el se di

on fire and someone to come rushing into the room to order me out, as if the burning house is more
i mportant than the fact that |1 6m right in the middle o

Whenld6 m writing, I want to write. I f 1 dondét feel I can

itos ti me.

I think thatdés what | did again today, albeit subconsci
subconscious knew better. It shut down. And just before it shut down, it sent me a series of commands on
all frequencies:

Rest up from the trip. Unload the truck. Do that research you need to do. Check the oil. Clean off the
weird red mark some moron in Hatch scrawled on your passenger window. Do somemore research. Mow

the yard. No, the whole yard. Put away the stuff from |1
tellind you, you ainét writind today.
Okay, go write the daily journal iif itdéll make you feel

And here | am. So still no Day 20 of writing. Tomorrow probably. Tomorrow almost certainly.
See you then.

Todaybds Writing
Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125

Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8¢éé 3201Twomd words to dateéé 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéeé 25878
Day 11¢é¢ 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢é 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13é 1083 worodsdatTeoétéa |3 OwBo6r9d s t

Day 14é 1784 words Total words to dateéé 32653
Day 15é 4018 words Total words to dateéé 36671
Day 16é 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787
Day 17¢é¢ 1678 words. Total words to dateéé 41469
Day 18é 1805 words Total words to dateéé 43274
Day 19¢é¢é 2713 words Total words to dateéé 45987



Day 20é XXXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXXX

mont hééééé 0

he 00
he year ééééeéé 442

0
400
August 6, 2015

The Day
Rolled out at 2. Not really sure why. Still tired and unmotivated.

Anyway, after a few hours of doing basically nothing, | went for a walk. That was good to the tune of just
under 6 miles, so at least | got myblood pumping again. Yay. | guess.

Got back, made breakfast for myself and ate. Sat here to waste a little more time and then start this
journal entry. Now to the shower, and then to the writing computer. Even if | do nothing but open it and
s t ar eqthatfdr at leasda few hours today. Ever get unmotivated? Not fun.

Anywayé.

Topic of the Night: Pre  -Partum Depression

Very short topic tonight. | 6ve known since about a wee!
ago) that the current novelisgoi ng t o end soon. I think thatos part of
end.

Yes, the story will continue in the next book, and yes, writing that one will be a great deal of fun. But | still
hate seeing this one end. Ugh. Worst part of the writing process for me personally is coming to the end.

And | still dondt understand those who actually cel ebr .
fun, as it should be, why celebrate being done with it?

For me that would be like celebratingtheend of a session of wild | ovemaking.
champagnel! 0

Uhhh, no. I just wanna grab a nap to sleep off the gl o
you know, | mean the next story or book.

Todayodés Writing
Notalot,butsome. |1 6m in the middle of the final big battle
ending (the climax and the ending are not the same thing) | will have finished this one. Ugh.

So anyway, moving again with my writing. Probably no more foot dragging starting tomorrow.

Fiction words: 1541

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 4125
Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3¢éé 2766 words. Total words to dateéé 9515
Day 4¢éé 1412alwomodsd.s oot dateéé 10927

Day 5é¢é 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéeé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-thursday-86/

Day 9éé 3186 words.éélTo24a293words to dat e

Day 10é 1585 words Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11é 2178 words Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12¢é 1730 words Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13é 1083 words Total words to dateéé 30869
Day 14¢é¢ 1784 words. Total words to dateéée 32653
Day 48&8 words. Total words to dateéé 36671

Day 16é 3116 words Total words to dateéé 39787
Day 17¢é 1678 words Total words to dateéé 41469
Day 18¢é 1805 words Total words to dateéé 43274
Day 19¢é 2713 words Total words to dateéé 45987
Day 20¢é 154alwwodsls Tot dateéé 47528

Total fiction words for the monthéééeéé 1541
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 443941

August 7, 2015

The Day
Rolled out at 2:40. Not quite as tired this morning.

Spent a short while doing emails, etc. to wake up, then turned to the writing computer. Did a short session
of around 700 words, then took a walk. Only went just under 4 miles, but it was over rocky, sloping

terrain so it was a good workout. Also took time to get a lot of pictures as well as a few videos. Still
learning the video feature on my camera so | play with it now and then.

Downloading pics now (and writing this journal entry).
Fixed and ate breakfast, showered, checkedad answered email |, then read Deanbo:
Topic of the Night: Climax Versus Ending

I n yesterdaydés post | mentioned that al/l I have | eft t
ending, and | mentioned that those are not the same thing.

No matter the story youbdbre telling, no ma
you write the climax and then skip a bl an
books. What happened asthe result of the climax? That is the ending.

The easiest example to use (as is often the case) is from a film. In Star Wars (the last of the original ones),

the final big climactic scene was the one that culminated with the explosion of the Death Star andthe
connotation that the Empire was finished. I wondt even
Empire actually lost to a rag-tag band of misfits. US Revolutionary War anyone?

But that wasnét the ending. F o rafetv weeksamd dhowed the bighed wr i t er
carpet, with the princess (or queen, whatever) hanging medals on everyone within reach, including a big
tawny carpet. Remember? That was the ending.

In another favorite film, the final in the original Lonesome Dove serie s, again the writer skipped ahead

from the climax to have a nervous reporter say to Captain Call that he was a man of vision. At that point,

Cal |l mumbl ed fiYeah, one hell of a visiond sarcasticall)
his dead friends past him.

The climax is the climax. The ending is the part that lets the viewer (films) and the reader (books) know


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-friday-87/

itds okay to get up and find something else to do. The

Finally, in a story |ikemembeonel béhmoout henteighwhi bbog
the ending serves to |l et the reader know itds all right
entices the reader to want to read the next book in the story.

And | hope to reach that point today, or maybe tomorrow.
Wedl |l see.

Todayods Writing
Okay. Good day of writing today.

After the initial session of around 700 this morning, | had three more good sessions, each about an hour
long. So the big climax is done. Now | have only the denouement (ending) to wrap it up and lead into the
next book. That should fall into place tomorrow.

Fiction words: 3503

Writing of The Battle of Tres Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words to dateéé 412
Day 2¢éé 2624 words. Total words to dateéé 6749
Day 3éé 2wor ds. Total words to dateéé 9515

Day 4éé 1412 words. Total words to dateéé 10927
Day 5¢éé 3441 words. Total words to dateéé 14368
Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words to dateéé 15420
Day 7éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8¢éé 3201 warddks .t oT adtaaleéve 21107

Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéé 25878
Day 11¢é 2178 words. Total words to dateéé 28056
Day 12é 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13¢é 1083 words. T0869%al words to dateéé 3

Day 14¢é¢ 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653
Day 15é¢ 4018 words. Total words to dateéé 36671
Day 16¢é 3116 words. Total words to dateéé 39787
Day 17¢é¢ 1678 words. Total words to dateéé 41469
Day 18é 1805 words. Total words to dateéé 43274
Day 193 worrlds. Tot a words to dateéé 45987

Day 20é 1541 words. Total words to dateéé 47528
Day 21é 3503 words Total words to dateéé 51031
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 5044
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 4474414

August 8, 2015

The Day

Rolled out right at 2. Like yesterday, | spent a short time on email and games to wake up. Then | turned to
the writing computer and did a very short session of around 400 words to finish the big battle scene from
yesterday. This is an extremely emotional scene. Whew.

No wal k this morning as | wasné6t feeling well. Nothing
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Finally decided to hit Walmart early in the day to stock up on groceries. Got back by about 8:30, put stuff
away, then fixed and ate breakfast. Checked and answered email again, then turned to the writing
computer again and powered through to the end in two sessions, each of which was about an hour.

Some very interesting things happenedi n t he | ast few thousand words. MAN |
never shy about throwing me a curve. Keeps it interest.|
yourself as a writer, how can you expect to surprise your readers?)

Then | came to write this post and finally remembered to check De a n 6 s b Agairg, intpressny.

Today he started an instruction book for writers call e
learn how to write blurbs, etc. (sales copy), | advise you to tune in to his blog for awhile and read the

posts.

Anyway, lranthespelllc hecker (thatés my second draft) and then cr
the right.) After that | published the book to Smashwords and Amazon for pre-orders. It will release

of ficially on 1 October . | f htypdhadeystaobmough.combthe -fattlegpr evi ew, |
of-tres-cabdlos. | think youéll enjoy the excerpt there. (grin)

Topic of the Night: Another Challenge Coming

When | went to Smashwords and Amazon today to publish The Battle of Tres Caballos, the process
seemed very stiff and stilted. That was my fault, not the fault of the sites.

When | was writing a short story every week (and creating a cover and publishing it and combining the
latest 5 or 10 stories in a collection and creating a cover and publishing it) | was a very busy camper. (grin)
| was publishing something at least once a week, so | got in practice.

h

ot Z

ow
cr

o o

sty. |l 6m al so ol d cra ty (ol d and cr af
), tie n | Y,

che
d have been at say

o
o

I m ru
atchety
So | think another self-challenge is on thehorizon. | would LOVE for you (all of you or any of you) to join
me in that challenge if you want, but more than I|ikely
modified version of it), take a hint from Nike and Just Do It.

Okay, sorry fortheabbr evi at ed topic, but | ém
Todayodés Writing
Great day of writing today. The characters surprised me two or three

times during the climax and ANOTHER two or three times during the
ending. Incredible fun.

Fiction words: 2405

Writing of The Battle of Tre s Caballos (Book 8)

Day 1éé 4125 words. Total words t

Day 2éé 2624 words. Total words td

Day 3éé 2766 words. Total words td

Day 4¢éé 1412 words. Total words td

Day 5éé 3441 words. Total words td

Day 6éé 1052 words. Total words t o 0@ s -y
Day 7¢éé 2486 words. Total words to dateéé 17906
Day 8éé 3201 words. Total words to dateéé 21107
Day 9éé 3186 words. Total words to dateéé 24293
Day 10é 1585 words. Total words to dateéeé 25878
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Day 11¢é r2dls7.8 Twoot al words to dateéé 28056

Day 12¢é¢é 1730 words. Total words to dateéé 29786
Day 13¢é 1083 words. Total words to dateéé 30869
Day 14¢é¢é 1784 words. Total words to dateéé 32653
Day 15é 4018 words. Total words to dateéé 36671
Day 16¢é 3116 wotdsdafTeétdédl 3wd8ds

Day 17¢é 1678 words. Total words to dateéé 41469
Day 18¢é 1805 words. Total words to dateéé 43274
Day 19¢é 2713 words. Total words to dateéé 45987
Day 20é 1541 words. Total words to dateéé 47528
Day 21¢é 3503 words. Total words to dateéé 51031
Day 22¢é 2405 words. Total words to dateéé 53436
Tot al fiction words for the monthééééé 74409

Tot al fiction words for the yearéééééé 449849

August 9, 2015
The Day

Rolled out right at 2:30. Turned on the coffee water (I use Kava, which is instant but no acid), then went
into the office.

| opened the writing computer first thing and wrote an opening sentence that was slapping me around as |

(done)

was wakingup.lwon6t count those words unless | work on that po
then to this journal entry.

I mi ght take a day off today. I want to think about my
often it will reset.

Wrote the Topic of the Night (below) and then took a walk along a broad wash near St. David. Wanted to

see whether the recent rains had solidified the sandy bottom and it had. So that will be good for walks

until the four wheelers tear the snot out of it again.

Yeah,lknow not everyone |ikes to wal k, but | dondét know wh
out that they used going in. When they tear up the entire bottom, it makes for very difficult walking or

hiking.

Soon a side trip to Sierra Vista for some cat stuffand probably to look around for awhile. Then back here

for whatever awaits.

No writing today. 106dm just gonna blow off the rest of
Topic of the Night: One of Heinleindéds Rules Revisited

Just as a quick reference the rules are

You must write.

You must finish what you write.

You must refrain from rewriting.

You must put your work on the market (publish it or submit it for publication) so readers (or
editors/publishers) can buy it.

You must leave it on the market (leave it published or resubmit rejected manuscripts) so readers
can continue to buy it (or so different editors/publishers have a chance to buy it).

el NS

o

Dean Wesley Smith has often said his biggest fyailure
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days, was Rule 4.

Mostwould-b e wr i ters have trouble with 1 or 2 or 3. Theyodre
been taught (writing is hard, ités work, itds drudgery
than to actuallywrite. Theydve also never been taught to push down
them.

So instead of f
i

ni shing what theyoére writing
finish a work i

i hey st al
n pr ogr e sksyfferindirgjectiom andt send ff

) t
t o and |
Or they do finish. But the same fear of rejection, coupled this time with the myth (and LIE) that they must

rewrite, keeps them rewriting and editing and polishin
finishedandtheycan 6t send off their work and risk rejection.

| understand how would -be writers can fall victim to those first three rules. Considering all the (ahem)
*crap* wedre taught al most constantly about writing, i
published EVER.

But | never quite understood how a writer could be tripped up by Rule 4.

Now Dean has said

repeatedly that what tripped him up
his work, he wouldnét risk r

ejection.

But he also said he enjoyed WRITING. He enjoyed the storytelling. He has been a writing-into -the-dark

type ever since he found Heinleinbés Rules and another .
since the wisdom of those concepts sank in, writing has been much more important to him than

publishing what he wrote. To some degree, even in toda:
way.

And | finally understand it.

Yesterday, | finished The Battle of Tres Caballos. It was the eighth book in the Wes Crowley saga. But ak
finished it, spell checked it and published it for pre -publication orders to Smashwords and Amazon, |
realized | wasnodédt worried so much about when it wild.l C

Now, dondét get me wr ong. RkandYhper butrmg prierities bave shifted. hused ot h e b
to Ilong for others to read and enjoy what | had writt
mostly because there is a small cadre of readers who enjoy the series and want to know what Wes igp to

next.

(0]
e |

But | have to be honest here. | dm not suffering under
second that my novels or stories are fimportanto to an:

When | was a child, | read or heard somewhere that if you want to gauge your true importance, fill a pail
about 3/4 full with water. Then stick your fist in the pail. Note the water level.

Then take your fist out of the pail and notice how little the water level changed. There you go.
That 6s how much myisssedifd stopped putting thhémdout there.

The good t hi 6s a completely freeing concept.
through a s e I

0 characters. Beli eve me, it do



Todaybds Writing
No writing today.

Fiction words: XXXX

Writing of XXXXX 0

Day 1éé XXX words. Total words to dateéé XXXX

he
he year ééééeéeé 4
August 10, 2015

The Day
This post is longer than usual, but you wanna read it, | promise. (grin)

Rolled out late this morning at 3:30. Weird. right at 2:30. Things are different when | get up later than
usual, especially a wtole hour later than usual. Messes up part of the routine.

Barely had time to wake up before | had to let the pets out. Then | started getting ready for my walk, so no
writing early.

Good walk, although short at just under 4 miles. Then | had a shower and breakfast and came here to
open the journal entry.

Still thinking about my personal goals (writing and otherwise) and putting things away after painting my
office and squaring away things from the trip in addition to getting back into writing. There are als 0 some
big changes coming up in my |life, so thatds on my mind

Not hingéds easy, eh? Then again, if it were easy, how b
Topic of the Night: Walking and Writing
No, they arendédt in any way the essame thing, but they ar

In walking you just put one foot in front of the other. Those steps become a tenth of a mile, then two-
tenths and so on. And those tenths become a mile, then two, and so on.

Moreover, walking doesndét require ¢ oousnousceskeowtwhab ught . Y o
to do. They, aided by the gyroscope that is (I guess) your middle ear, act in concert to propel you, usually
in the direction you want to go.

In fact, walking is endlessly more pl easgotteabl e i f you |
considerably stronger, i mproved my breathing and | ost |
wal ki ngo than when | walked fias a workout, o Atryingo t
Letting go and Just Walking is easy. Just let your subconscious t&e over and do its thing while you enjoy

the view.

When | just walk for the pure pleasure of it, I call i

rhythm of walking.
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I 6m al so noticing in greater det avelsighmhaset(sow\ passsag ent s ar
by to either side. If | see something interesting, | stop and investigate. If | see a great photo, | stop and
take it.

And when | walk | ike that, I go a |l ot farthelkingwith a |
In fact, fAjust walkingo is so stréevas tfrmeenitniudate.i fl t16sbeg
wal king. Thereds no rush, no hurry.

Plus thereds no rule that says | canét sit down for a
Okay, sowhat about writing?

Well, | etds draw some parallels. I'n writing you just pi

phrases and clauses and sentences. Those become paragraphs and scenes and stories or chapters. Those
become a book, either a novel, a novella or a collection. Cool, eh?

Moreover, writing doesndét require conscious thought. Y
know to write a story at your current skill level. That knowledge has seeped into your subconscious, and

your subconscious has been telling stories since long before you learned how to form the letters of the

alphabet.

In fact, writing is endlessly more pleasurable if you |
considerably better stories, improved my writing rhythms and storytelling skills a lot more quickly when |
was fijust writingo that when | was writing as a wor kou!

Letting go and Just Writing is easy. Just let your subconscious take over and do its thing while you enjoy
moving through the story with your characters.

When | just write for the pure pleasure of it I cal l |
settings and the characters and their reactions to the setting and the situation. In other word s I 6m
enjoying the rhythms of writing.

My characters cause me to notice in greater detail whatever scents and sounds are on the air and whatever
sights are passing by to either side. If they see something interesting, they investigate and | write it down.
When they show me a great scene, | write it.

And when | write |Iike that, the writing goes a | ot smo:q
with my conscious mind. I n fact, Ajust wrlithink, Wgid i s so
a minute. My characters and | are just telling a story.
Pl us thereds no rule that says | canét take a break ff ol
as most of them are. The dondt mind

Imagine the stress involved if | tried to force my characters to say and do certain things. Ugh. How can
that possibly be any fun at all ? Well, it canodt.

Todaybs Writing
de
hi

With all the stuff going on that | talked apdone wun r
I t nk.i

When | sat down at my writing Oputer was still
phrase kept slipping into my head: Book Nine.

My subconscious wants to continue Wesd st arggnhade.o f or a



e and utter moron igno

iously, only a t
I m not so good as to con:

c
am a mor on, b

So | wrote two short sessions on Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga. Not bad at all given all the background
stuff | have to do at the beginning of each book. And this one is bringing back two big characters from
earlier in the series. (grin)

Anyway, all of that led me to set a goal.

| started what turned o ut to be Book One of the saga on October 25, 2014. My goal is to have finished
Books 9 and 10 in the saga on or before October 24, 2015.

| also realized recently that when | was writing a new short story every week, that process invigorated my

writinginot her ways as wel |l . -cSmalllédeam ggd aagdinrg, tehrmd istedd per f e
Monday. Before next Monday | will have written and published a new short story. This is in addition to

whatever | get finished on Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Should any of you want to join me in this challenge, [
writing them for you. (grin)

Fiction words: 1511

Writing of As Yet Untitled (Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga)
Day 1é¢é 1111 words.é Tb%h1l words to dateé

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 8960

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 451360

August 11, 2015

The Day

Rolled out closer to 2:30 this morning. Still tired from the trip, | think.

Wel | | I woke up in the mood to fitake some air, o0 as we |
But just as | reached the two mile mark, I realized t hi

was closing an me. Just so you know, | DID look at that lying weather radar before | set out. Nothing
threatening on it.

So anyway, | calleditahalfwal k at two miles and headed for the picku

Now | 61l I cut t hi stwduradlupe thesrdirowag ice coldphorizontal and gtinging. Had about
a mile and a half of that, though it finally settled down for the final two tenths of a mile or so.

| was drenched pretty much to the bone and exhausted. Then again, it was an experienceery few people
have had. So thereds that.

Overall it was like watching your great-gr and mot her take a bath. It was real/l
all that interesting. (grin)

Back to the house, a shower, a hot breakfast, then writing this. Now to chil for a few, then to the writing
Oputer.
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Ot her things ate up part of the day, plus 1 6m really di

And | checked my story of the week and found | di dnét |
Just finished. Now 1611 turn to the writing O6puter to play wi

Not getting much in the way of comments on the stories, so | might cut that story of the week stuff off. A
little less to do, more time to write.

Topic of the Night: No topic tonightt Except seriously, if you arendét goin
a great series over there on how to write sales copy for fiction (cover blurbs, descriptions, etc.).

BUT DONO6T take everything he says forygaspah, what ésgi 8
you.

Todaybds Writing
Worked a little on Book 9, but not a lot.
Fiction words: 1009

Writing of As Yet Untitled (Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga)

Day 1éé¢ 1511 words. Total words to dateéé 1511

Day 2éé 1009 wordseé€Eor&ROwords to dat

Total fiction words for the monthéeééeéé 9569

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 451969

August 12, 2015

The Day

Rolled out a little after 3 again this morning.

No wal king today, thatés for sure. Tomorrow morning shi

Spent the better part of the morning rearranging my office. | got rid of some stuff and placed some stuff

where | want it. Therestljuststor ed i n the corner of my office until I 6r
any rate, ités all out of the |iving room, where itds |
Checked out Deandés site. Heds stil |nombigdientdokygowdad new chap!
Write Fiction Sales Copy. Il nvaluable stuff, and hebs p

the book, so get it now if you want it.

I turned to the writing O6puter a c o uothingtheteilthieksVedur i ng t |
wants a breather, so | &dm gonna back off him for awhil e.
anymore of his life story with me. If not, well, then the saga will have ended with Book 8, The Battle of

Tres Caballos.Ei t her way is fine. Wedll|l see.

|l &m not overly concerned. Since | started the first no

that series, totaling 323,478 words. During that same span of time, | also wrote another novel and a
novella, totalin g 79,199 words. And the short stories | wrote (only since October 25) total 131,377 words.
So that aindét too shabby. Since October 25, 2014, I 6ve

Over a half-million words since | wrote the firstword onmy first novel . 1 dm a happy camper.

Plus | compiled and published thirteen collections of short fiction. And designed 60 or thereabouts book
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covers. (grin)

| 6ve been a very busy boy for the past al most aten mont |
slow down a little. Or maybe not. Shrug.

Remember, | practice Writing Off Into the Dark. | never want to direct my characters, force them to say
and do things. | want to have fun. | want to run through the story WITH them. | want to simply be there
when they say or do things, when things happen to them, so | can write those things on the page.

So for now, Il 6m going to enjoy writing short stories,
maybe wander off into another novel in another genre.

OrifWes decides hebdés ready to continue, wedll continue.

For now, |l m going to chuck what | 6ve already written ¢
it isnbét wasted. I't brought me to the point of knowing
Topic of th e Night: Knowing When to Hang On, When to Let Go

Remember Kenny Rogers? He was a singer, initially with
and fell eight miles highd and then Atore [hihmd mind ol
ijust stopped in to see what condition [his] condition
But later he was a solo country-western singer and then starred as The Gambler. And in a combination of

those rol es, he once sang, AYou got tao know when to hol
Yeah, I know thatés a |l ong way to go to set wup a topic
Anyway, regarding Kennyés advice, thatés all well and
thing. But knowing HOW to knowuwsewertireln to hold 6em is som
I mean, ités a good idea to know HOW to know whether t

shebang into the river and start over.
This is an important concept in writing.
So how do | know when to let go of a novel or story or series and when to hang on?

Simpl e. I f 1 feel |l i ke I'dm having to Athinko my way t hi
never did anything good for literature. | take a break (from a few minutes to an hour or more) and then
come back.

| putmyfinger s on the keyboard. I f nothing comes, | let it g

If words come, any words, | hang on for the ride and let the characters lead me through the story.

After you learn to trust your subconscioeasy, itds preci
Todaybds Writing
No writing today. Il 8m taking the rest of today off, pei

to me.



Fiction words: XXXX

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 95609
Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 451969
August 13, 2015

The Day

I f you read this earlier, 106ve edited it.

Rolled out a little before 3 this morning.

Had a fairly good walk, mostly asphalt, with some heart and lung-pumping hills. Only a little over 4.5
miles, but the hills made it a good workout too.

Had a trip to Sierra Vista for groceries and cat stuff and a new coffee maker. It was early afternoon before
I got back and havenéattwdaytemdmhat werdl bf rfgbtio

Checked out De an 6 s hupi/deanwesleysmitb.com mme nd i t .

NOTE: In Addition To the new chapter every day on his next nonfiction book, How to Write Fiction Sales

Copy , heds also posting his daily blog. It is very simil
post just below the new chapter. So when you get there
complete with a separate topic ofthenight . Todayodés topic was fAMassive Dead]l

about this wonderful new world of publishing.
Go. Read. Learn stuff.
Topic of the Night: Shutting Down

Before | edited it, this topic was fiShepossitilitygnd Down, Per |
make it a fact.

Last night here | talked about knowing when to hang on and when to let go. | was talking about a
particular piece of writing.

But that goes to things like blog posts also.

|l 6ve been posting t o triml)ALMPST every daydinaerOctbblerd® 2004T To elate] o u
thatoés 171,275 nonfiction words.
Wel | | 171,275 nonfiction words is a bunch of words. Se

take into account my regular blog post, which comes out every £n days and most often contains around a
thousand words per post.

Thing is, for this blog (The Journal) | currently have only 30 subscribers. Not good, considering the effort
| put into this thing every day. (grin)

Of those 30 subscribers, most of the time not quite half (13) even open the post to read it. That means
slightly over half of the subscribers are seeing the email in their inbox and deleting it without even
opening it. Talk about a vote of no confidence. (grin)
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One of the main reasons | started this was to share my personal journey as a prolific professional fiction
writer. | hoped it would help motivate others to write. But apparently now, over half of the subscribers

arendét interested, so why bother dgtailing my daily jol

Anot her reason was to keep myself accountable and wat c|
frankl vy, I can keep the numbers myself without posting
friend Dawn to help me create a spreadsheet like ters (or maybe just copy hers myself). (grin)

So | 6m shutting down this Daily Journal bl og. Yeah, I
gonna do it.

In a few cases, at least, | know it has served its intended purpose, motivating other writers.If youd6r e one o
t hose, |l 6m happy for you. I f you arenét, well, sorry I

Okay, so if you are reading this and you are NOT signed up for my main blog (PreWriters Blog) @ and if
you want to stay in touchd | urge you to sign up. For your convenience,you can simply click this link:
http://eepurl.com/pQT6f . Then follow the directions.

This wil/l be the final edition of this blog, The Jour n:
take care.

Today 6s WNothing todgy:except this blog post.

Total fiction words for the monthéééeéé 95609

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 451969

NO POSTS FOR AUGUST 14 i 18

August 19, 2015

The Day

We | | | &dm back. | decided to fire up this journal again
When | shut down this blog 11 days ago, I wrote, ffover
bother detailing my daily journey asawri t er ? 0

What a stupid question. And the answer is AUmMm, well, b
accountable than for any other reason. And the half whi
apologies to those of you who were/are interested.

Whenl shut it down | even wrote that | could fAkeep the 1
Yeah, well, | could, maybe, but | didnét. And | wono6t.
Anyway, since then | realized that stopping this journal was stopping part of my writing r i t ual , and t hat

just insane. More on that in the Topic of the Night below.

Recent History

I haven6t written any new fiction to speak of since Au
piddled around, wrote about 2500 words on Book 9, then tossed it. | also started two short stories, then

tossed both of those openings as well.

Of course, today is only August 19. Thatés a break of
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world -ending eternity. Especially coming, as it does, sosoon after ANOTHER break of 11 days that
spanned my trip to Indiana. What is it with me and 11-day breaks? Ugh.

So here we go. I 61 1 read back over a few of my journal
read back over some other stufftogett he f eel i ng of writing again. Then |06l
couple of those will automatically re -set) and start writing again.

Okay, so | rolled out a little after 3 this morning. Did little or nothing the first few hours of the day, except
thinki ng. | did a lot of that.

No walk today. Ate a good breakfast, then came here to put down a few of those thoughts.

Topic of the Night: Enduring the Perfect Storm
| just endured (and barely survived) my own personal perfect storm. All within a fairly shortt ime period,

1 For some inane reason | intentionally ended a streak of writing a short story every week. That
streak had lasted for 66 weeks and 71 short stories; then

1 | finished the eighth novel in a saga; and then

91 1 stopped publishing this journal, which wa s holding me accountable to others and myself.

Each of those is an inertia killer.

Each of those sends the wrong message to the subconscious. And as you know, the care and feeding of the
subconscious is alkimportant to a guy who writes off into the dark.

By ending the short story streak, | effectively discarded a goal that re-set itself every week. No goal = no
incentive. Discarding that goal also helped dilute the importance of meeting my daily goal of writing 3000
new publishable words of fiction per day.

By finishing the novel and not immediately starting the next one (or even a short story since | no longer
Afhaved to write a story every week) | al so at | east da

And by ceasing publication of this journal | was no longer holding myself accountable.

So no real goals, no writing inertia and no accountability 8 Seriously? No wonder my subconscious
decided to take a vacation for awhile. It was probably out looking for a real writer. (grin)

Gotta change all fofredhatp. théve¢oalrmaddwgain. Now I[6I11 s
having fun telling stories.

Okay, | almost forgot | had to drive into Benson t
finish this now. I t 6s gatthigpoiatf t er 10: 30 in the morni

So here are my new goals:

At least 3000 words of new publishable fiction per day & Same goal, reestablished, reaffirmed.

At least one new storyeveryweekd | 6 m taking up the story a week persona
helping with discipl i ne, 1 tdés a great deal of fun. As | mentioned
just email me to |l et me know. Either way, | | ook forwa

week on the website under the Free Short Story of the Weék tab.



Finish two more novels before October256 | 6 m only setting this as a goal bec
one year from the date | started writing my very first novel. If | can pull this off, | will have written 11

novels and a novella during that twelve months. This is NOT a major goal. Just something interesting to

keep me on track, and therebs absolutely no reason | c.

I dm (re)starting Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga today.
opening.lwasgsmna start tomorrow morning, but thatdés just my
cloud over everything.

o
—_

Okay, so on to the writing. I in the blanks bel

Todayods Writing
Finally got my priorities straight as | detailed above.

Before | began writing | did some preliminary stuff. Came up with twenty -two new character names (all
Mexican males and one newlywed female) and assigned six new jobs. All of that took a little over an hour.

Then between noon(ish) and about 3:40 (as | write this) | had three good writing sessions during which |
knocked out the word count you see bel ow. Canodt tell y
better job in the entire universe? | dondét think so.

Fiction Words: 3213

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Cro wley saga

Day 1é¢é 3213 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words
Total fiction words for the montheééééé 12782

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 455182

August 20, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2:30 this morning. | started this journal entry over a cup of French vanilla cappucino. Yeah,

itds a weakness. Nice to have every now and then.

Okay, now itdéds 4 a. m. (after 1 wr odeasethébabie3@pypec of t he |

nervous chihuahua and two lady cats who relish the savory flavor of rare chihuahua meat, he thinks) so
they can run and play. Let the day begin. (grin)

I already know | &d&m going
When | get back 181l sho
alongside Wes.

or a waltkhetnhi sl 6nolr nlienagv,e saob olu
r

f
we and change clothes, then wi

Got back from a good 4 mile walk in a sandy bottomed arroyo (good workout). After a shower and
changing clothes, | realized | had to run (well, drive) to the grocery store. So | got that done, then came
back here, put on the first of two loads of laundry | want to get done today.

Then finally | turned to the writinlgeback GosealalineTr udgi ng |
from a bumper sticker about fishing, even the worst day of writing is better than the best day at work.
(grin)

Topic of the Night: Productivity as a Writer
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receive

6ve d several comments r eciennttlhye nisreolnv ewsr iwtheerns twh
keep upo wit
mi t h fi

h me in their own writing. I do understanit
call s Pulp Speed. o
Pul p Speed is at Il east one million wor dsveopillthatofb | i shabl
But if | donét, thatodés all/l right

The point behind me posting my numbers is NOT to challenge you to keep up with me. Believe me,
compared to some writers out there (and to ALL the old

But | post my numbers here only to show you that even though | set goals, | sometimes fail to reach them.
And Thatdés Al Right .

I want you to understand that failing to reach a goal |
entirely possible to Afail to success. 0

Myownlong-t er m goal on January 1 of this year was to reach
make it. In fact | wonét get anywhere near it.

But i f | hit 600,000 or 700,000 words by then, 611 tal

success
Here are the numbers:
My daily writing goal is 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day.

If I hit that goal exactly, and if | do that for 365 days in a row, | will have written 1,095,000 words in a
year. Over a million words.

But | d on 6t .rithigtic neeang brefarg this hpreible month of August was around 2500 words

per day. And even if | hit 2500 words per day every da:
million words at 912,500 words.

Amazing the difference 500 wordsaday (ata | f hour per day) can make, i sndét i
But | also realize a | ot of you have jobs or careers o0
reality.

If you want to increase your productivity as a writer, do this:

1 Step One. Figure out how much writing time you have per day. The best way to do that is keep a
journal. Break your waking -hours day into quarter -hour or half -hour increments, then write
down what you were doing during each increment. (If you were watching a football game for
example, that knocks out several increments in a row.)

Keep your journal for at |l east three days. A week i
you. This should show you when you can carve out time to write.

1 Step Two. Figure out how many publishable wordsyouc an wr i te in an hour. Hi nt
your way through every phrase and sentence. That 1is

himself once said nothing good in literature ever came from conscious thought. Instead, sit down
at the keyboard, put your fingers on the keys, and Just Write What Comes. Then write the next
sentence. Then write the next sentence. Dondt worry

Not e: I write about 1000 words per hour. Thper probably



minute. That | eaves a | ot of time for staring off into
writing 700+ words per hour, check in with yourself. What are you doing during that hour?

1 Step Three. When you know how often you can writeand how many words per hours you can get
on the page, dondét | et your conscious mind (fear) n
a topic on fear another time.

1 Step Four. (I recently re-learned this one the hard way.) Set Goals. And be dogged iryour

determination to achieve them. Il 61l write more abou
now, here are a few tips:

o Be specific. Dondt say youdll write a novel. Th
overwhelming thought. Instead say youdl |l write 1,000 words (abo
Every day.

0 Set goals that automatically re-s e t . I f you say youdll write 1000

re-sets every morning when you get out of bed. If you miss a day or fall short one day, the
next day you still have to write only 1000 words to hit your goal.
o0 Tell people about your goals. This will help you hold yourself accountable. Tell your
writing group or friends. Donét tell peopl e who
will not support you.
0 Set up a streak. How many days in a row can you write 1000 words per day? The longer
you go, the more power the streak has and the less likely you are to break it. Streaks feed
goals and goals feed streaks. Try it. Youdll I i

If you decide to write two days per week or five days per week, you can still set up a streak. How many
weeks can you go without missing your assigned days?

Share your results with me in the comments section i f
write 4000words per day and shoot past me |Iike 16m stapled to
Now | etdés | ook at numbers.

I f you write 1,000 (one hour) words per day, and you w]
words per week. Thatés 20, 000 wuared and 66,000 woods iethyear. 6 0, 0 0 0

I f you choose to take off two weeks for vacation every
But what if you can only write a half-hour per day, five days per week?

Run the numbers. That 06swo5r0d0s wpoerrd swepeekr, dlaly,,0 0205 0wor ds per
words per quarter, and 130,000 words per year unless y.

125,000 words.

Finally, realize that if you miss your goal, absolutely nothing will happen. It will s imply re -set and you can
go for it again.

So there you go. I f you need help with any of this, pl
not kidding.

Todaybs Writing

I'tdéds perfect that | picked Producittiwd tpyerafsedthet Watpilc me
that failing to meet goals is all right.

Today, like yesterday, my daily goal was to write 3,000 publishable words of fiction. | failed miserably.



Now, 1 6m in that stage of the novelt makingsuteigetthel have t
names right, making sure | include enough backstory so the novel stands alone, but also adding enough

new stuff to keep the story moving for those who have
rough balance to walk.

o

Sothat &8s my excuse, and itdés a valid one. Still, I know

done that (very slow writing) AND still met my goal.

Il just didndét. (shrug)

But thatoés alll right. The novel il got up this mdrning.ar t her al ong
And tomorrow morning around 2 or 3 a.m. |l 6m gonna rol |
daily goal: 3,000 words. And thatodéds what keeps me goi ni
Fiction Words: 1046

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day B&& 3 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words

Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 13828

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééeé 456228

August 21, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 2 this morning. Checked email and saw that several revised/rebranded covers and Book 8 of

the series were ready for proofing. So | got my coffee and started that process. Finished an houor so

|l at er . Still amazes me that | have eight books out i n
Last night | figured | wouldnét walk today. I woul d us:
novel. | would finish the slug work | mentioned yesterday an d get into it. Okay, so that means no walk, no

interruptions. Just writing, punctuated with occasional breaks.

Here begins the section on The Best Laid Plans.

Not going to walk today, | made an early breakfast (hash browns, eggs, sausage and dry rye toastAnd

one extra cup of coffee.

|l 6d already | et the | adies outside. No sooner was my bl

together, than coyotes started howling. Coyotes have a really odd sense of humor, and impeccable timing.

Roughly an instant later, my little girl siamese was standing at the door separating the kitchen from the
dining room asking politely to come inside until the coyotes stopped being rude. Good girl.

| let her in, then put my breakfast plate on the cabinet and covered it with a pan lid. | grabbed a flashlight,
slipped on my flip -flops and went looking for the other girl, who is blacker than night and not easy to find
even with a flashlight.

I circled the house twice. Yes, inside a fence, but the fence surrounds about a third of a acre and is filled
with natural desert brush. You know that passage in the bible about wailing and gnashing of teeth? Yeah.
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It was like that.

Halfway through the third circuit | finally found her. In the dining room. At the door. Waiting to come in.
Acting as i f sheb6éd been right there all along. Okay, gooc

Ate my cold breakfast, played two games of spider solitaire (the game should be outlawed), then answered
some more email. And here | am, at 6:30 a.m., doing this and abouttoturntothewr i t i ng &6puter for

first ti me. Il 61l write the topic of the night | ater.

Il 6m going to try to keep better tabs on my writing/bre:
but 1 dm hoping it wildl hel p me yowwhehaw bder falewing thissferr y hour
awhile know | d6ve been working on the concept of taking

By the way, | received a nice acceptance email for a short story | sent to The Scribe, the magazine of the St.
LouisWriters Gui |l d. The magazine is free and haisit a | ot of ne
Smashwordsand download it in PDF, .mobi (Kindle) or .epub (all other readers).

By the way, the story in this issue is the very first short story | wrote by completely trusting my
subconscious and writing off into the dark. If you read it, be sure to read the About the Author blurb
afterward too. | think youdll get a kick out of it.

Oof. MAJORI i ght ni ng str

i ke on my position.
exaggerating. Man, thatdl t

Literally the | ¢
|l get your i ck

er pumping. An

Took a break to hit the PO, then back here for lunch and a few minutes doing nothing, then back tothe
novel.

Topic of the Night: Writing Off Into the Dark

Very briefly, when you do this, youdre simply trusting
knows MUCH better than you do what needs to go into the story. Just trust it. And yes, saying that is

much simpler than doing it. But once you learn to trust it, You Will See Miracles in your characters,

settings, stories.

All of this was prompted by a comment from Bonnie, who complained that the killer in her WIP was not
the person she thought it should be.

In my response, | reminded her to just write the next sentence, then write the next sentence, etc. and
eventually the situation and the characters would reveal to her who the killer actually is.

And since it will be a surprise to her, it will also be a surprise to the reader. True dat.

Bradbury even once said if you candt surprise yourself
surprise the reader.

So again, learn to trust your subconscious. Nothing good in literature ever came out of the conscious
mind.

Sit down, put your fingers on the keyboard, and just write the next sentence. And above all else, have fun.
(grin)

I encourage you to read the exchange between Bonnie an:


https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/571005
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/571005

Todaybds Writing

Wrote at several different times today for various lengths of time. Also did a lot of reading for various
reasons. Came up with the name of an important horse, for example. That took close to an hour.

His name is Vuelo, by the way, which means Flight. He comes fromthe sacred cliffs (los acantilados
sagrados) so itébs a good name for him. But it took awh]
day went, which translates to another day with a short word count.

| took several short breaks during the day, so no fatigue from writing. But | did drag myself down with
inecessaryo things | had to do for the story.

This is going to be great fun for me when | break through the opening several pages. Looking forward to
that.

Fiction Words: 1858

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1é¢é 3213 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words
Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé.. 6117 words

Tot al fiction words for t mont hééééé 15686

he
Total fiction words fortheyear é ¢ ¢ é éé 458086
August 22, 2015
The Day

Ray Bradburyds birthday. Ray Bradbury is the guy who ki
l ear n. Gt vaaitiuntll | wdsi 68. Bléssings, Mr. Bradbury. And thank you so much.

Rolled out at 3 this morning. Checked email, got my coffee and had to go run off a bunch of coyotes. Ugh.
No walk again today. Just writing again today.

Listen, i f vy o urdwnestufptlhrdudhiyauhoivmpgiblishingucompany, check out
https://draft2digital.com/

| wrote a new short story today. When | went to publish it to Smashwords, for the first time EVER (153
booksymys ory didnét convert to any format at Smashwords.
convert, which tells me it pretty much has to be their problem. So | sent them an email to that effect.

Then | popped over to D2D.hadondd th etarride da biotu.t -Woutll bweiftohrien, a
signed up for an account, uploaded my book and cover, and it was published in PDF, .mobi (Kindle) and
.epub (everything else). It was just that quick.

And the quality is incredible.

In my opinion, you still need to do some basic formatting (or have it done) but the service itself is great.

D2D does not have their own online store, but they do distribute to Apple iBooks, Barnes & Noble, Kobo,

Inktera, Scribd, Tolino, and Oyster. These are all individual bookst ores, and some of them have
subsidiaries. 1dm going with D2D from now on for these
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I 6l also continue to publish with Amazon KDP (but not
mostly for their online store.

Now for a break, then back to writing.
Topic of the Night: Write What Scares You
Stephen King advises writers to fiwrite what scares you.

Bear in mind, this isnét just for horror writers. The
stronger the better.

Nowwhen | say write what scares you, I dondét mean the #
of scary.

I mean youdbre tied up so you candt intervene, your eyel
youbre forced t cerusesgacdén sleears talop off thetleg,judt above the ankle, of a two

year old child.

The intruder looks at you, sneers, then turns back to the baby again.

The child, wide eyed, screaming, automatically reaches down to grab the stump an@ Oh! Oh no! No!
Snip! Her little hand and arm are gone halfway to the elbow.

Wider eyes. Wider mouth. Louder screams.

Just when you thought | ouder screams werendt possible.
Notice that you donét have to fiimagineodo t heucanisdel dds ey
t hem, candét you? And you dondédt have to imagine the scr
And 1 &m just messind around here, givindé you a foérinst
Now, ydknow those coyotes | mentioned before? | have n
offmybabygi r1 . Seriously, nightmares. Obviously, thatés so
So following Kingbés advice, I wrote a very similar scel

Scream. 0

Now | 6m just enough of a sci ethdtsceneinthatsorycreatedantoddal |y not |
almost paradoxical sensation. First, it was easy to write. | would have thought it would be difficult to put
on paper, but it wasnoét. It was easy. The writing al mo:

But it also left me trembl ing, physically. | was upset to the point that | had to pour a couple fingers of
Jamesonés to sooth it away. That was the first drink of

Writing that scene in that story was an experience. One | both dread and will most definitely repeat.

Because thatés good writing.

Todayobés Writing



Wrote for a while on Book 9, still struggling with tight stuff and otherwise getting started.

Left that for awhile and wrote the first new story of my challenge. | took a brief break, came back, sat
down and wrote Pete & Repeat. Then | skipped a couple lines and just started writing whatever came
through my fingertips. MAN that feels good!

It will publish under the Free Short Story of the Week tab on Monday morning. Felt good to create a new
st ory and a new cover. And the story was FUN. Read it.

Feeling a little under the weather and a lot of things up in the air right now. Hard to get settled in. | got a
little done on the novel, butnotalot . 1t és coming. Stay tuned. (grin)

Fiction Words: 2685

Writing

o& R eipPee {4ty of the week)
Day 1¢éé 1662

wor ds. Tot al words to dateé.. 1662 words

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Totartls words to dateé. 3213 wo
Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words
Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé 7140 words
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 18371

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 460771

August 23, 2015

The Day

Rolled out at 3 this morning. Still feeling a little under the weather 7 ulcer stuff i and then padding

through the living room, | was hi t by a wood scorpion. Fortunately he caught me on the outside of the left

heel and apparently hit a callus.

Either that or | 6ve developed a tolerance for things t|

minute, then a very small, dull and subsidin g ache for another five minutes, then nothing. I am SO lucky.

Sadly, the scorpion did not fare as well once | found my sandals and a flashlight.
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Anyway, as befitting a tough little dude, | gave him the closest thing | could arrange to burial at sea.

Checked email, got my coffee and started in combining two spreadsheets. One contained info on all my

electronic publications, and the other was print only. Took close to an hour, but | got new columns added

to the larger one and the info transferred over. Nowi t 6 s al | in one place. More on |
Topic of the Night.

No walk again today. Just administrative stuff and writing.

Okay, itds now 10:30 a.m. | 6éve finished switching over
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eight of the books in The Wes Crowley Saga over to D2D. Gonna take a break, then come back to write a
little bit.

Wrote a little, but a necessary trip to the store popped up.
Hoping to get a walk in the morning. Try to twist myself back into a more normal (for me) routine.
Topic of the Night: Keeping Records

My Fiction spreadsheet includes columns for the Title and Author (since | occasionally still write under
various personas), which Collection each short story is in, Word count, ebook Price, Ebook ISBN 13, and
the Publication Date.

Then | have URL columns for my new distributor, Draft2Digital, and a URL column for each major
bookstore. That currently includes Kobo, Inktera, Oyster, Scribd, Tolino, Apple, B&N, Amazon and
Smashwords (both distributor and bookstore).

| reach a few other major outlets through Smashwords (Baker & Taylor Blio, txtr, Library Direct, Baker -

Tayl or Axi s360, OverDrive, FI i pkart), but | dondt have
|l 61l add a col umn.

I f youbre wonder i mogse aleadér eneajs wankting to knkv. vehere to find a certain book

or story. IlItés nice to have the information handy. Thi

On the other side of all those URL/venue columns | added the new information: the pri nt edition ISBN 13
(Yes, you have to have a different ISBN for print and ebook), number of pages, print price, and the URL

for the CreateSpace eStore. (You candt buy ebooks ther
not brick asodyambne) ar . It o
If this seems |like a | ot of extra work, after the init.

being my own publisher. From the time | publish a book or story, it takes about five minutes (if that) to
enter all the info rmation on my spreadsheet.

And just so you know, I dondédt know a | ot about spreads|
speci fic. But | 6ve figured out enough to keep a good r
you can too (if you want to).

Todaybds Writing
Honestly, the way the day started, first with the unusual dance with a scorpion and then all the

admi n/ publisher stuff | did, I wasndt expecting to get
I t6s greatbuto thhiete ngacianl st,hing i s to keep the story movin
one in fits and starts. Forward a bit, back, forward a

scene comes somewhere AFTER the opening.

Okay, writeanewopenng. Ah, thatdés better. |1 6ve written three op
But 1611 get through all the fits and starts soon (I di
start flowing. Sure looking forward to that. (grin)

Hang around . It ol |l happen.

Fiction Words: 1187



Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1é¢é 3213 words. Total words to dateé 3213 words
Day 2é¢é 1046 words. Total words to dateé 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé 6117 words
Day 4é¢é t0d23 Wotal words to dateé.. 7140 words

Day 5éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Total fiction words for the monthééééeé 19558

Total fiction words for the yearééééeéé 461958

August 24, 2015

The Day

Got up closer to 3:30 this morning. Still dragging a bit.

Checked email, got my coffee and went to check out Deal
almost better that way because when | go late,l read the comments too. Someti mes
stuff there.

Reading Deanbdés stuff took an hour, al most exactly. Wor

section that we both use the same word counts to describe certain story types. Sort of vidication for me.
Here they are:

Mi ne and Deanés: To 10,000 words is a short story, to
novel, and above that is a novel.

In case youdre wondering, | also define2@ewmsmsasahan 100
short-short story, fewer than 7,000 words as a regular short story, and up to 10,000 words as a long short
story (or novellette).

Of course, those are my own definitions for my own use in categorizing and pricing my work.

No matterhowyou categorize your own work, ités cool that we
world of publishing no longer have to bow before traditional publishing and their mandatory word/page
counts and price points. (grin)

| added my novella, A Little Tim e, to my new distributor over at Draft2Digital.

Ate lunch, and back to writing for a bit. Sort of.

Oh, by the way, | &m doing a new promo thing. |d8ve set |
on Smashwords. You can download ANY electronicforrat t her e and it costs you not|
wondering about this story thatés pushed me through ei

check it out. You can get it here

(For Kindle, download .mobi. For other e -readers, download .epub. You can also download PDF. If you
read it and like it, consider leaving a review.)

Topic of the Night: The Conscious Mind and the Fear of Rejection
I said awhile bacck dfédt mea kmei ghhti.s lat &sopprobably overdue
bad. A year ago it was overdue for me. And the thing is, even after you beat the fear back, it can show up


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-monday-824/
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/536394

again and again. Itds an ongoing battle.

First, the role of your conscious m ind 0
Your conscious mind exists to gather information and t
In its role as a gatherer of information, itbés excell el
useful to you is absorbed by your subconsciousmi nd. After that happens, ités yol
why you dondét have to firemembero how to form a capital
put a period at the end of a declarative sentence.)
In its role to protect you, though,your conscious mind is a pain in whatever
care to denigrate.
Your conscious mind is what keeps you, a writer, from .
you. If you only talk about writing but never actually put words o0 n a page, you never have to worry about
anyone rejecting your work.
I deal with this problem pretty much every day to one
written.
Manywould-b e writers say theydd really Iike to write but t1l

T they dondt have ti me

T they dondt have a quiet place

T they dondédt have the right equipment

1 they have to do something for someone

1 andsoon.
And many more finally actually sit down to write and then, just as they put their fingers on the keyboard,
they

1 have tofeed the cat (dog)

1 have to make coffee

1 have to check email (Facebook, other social media)

1 have to do the dishes from the night before

1 andsoon.
The thing is, itds much easier to fiintendod to write th:

tds much easierok of @dro cewserararht oor ltoake a trip to your
is/ her fispirito than it is to sit down and actually wi

I n ot her words, itds easier to |l et the fear win.

Not everyone has the problems | listed above. Some wouldb e wr i tteviitesbechusentidey already
KNOW

T their writing wonét be any good anyway

T they candt possibly write as much as Harvey does (o0
i1 the story they want to write has already been done (so have ALL of them)

1 the sun came up



T t he whlawithd
 andsoon.

Yeah, | know those last couple were ludicrous, but so were the rest of them. Really.

Now, the best way |1 6ve found to get over the fear c¢come:
Part One: Aher e tFiodtht®m heneloreclicktbesnewRiokloretke.Free Downloads page. |
copiedathreepart presentation into one document, so this is

Part Two: Set realistic goals.

And that will be the topic of the night for t omorrow. Or maybe the next day.

Todaybds Writing

No new writing today. The day just got away from me. T

Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Totals words to dateé. 3213 word
Day 2¢éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words
Day 3éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words
Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words
Day 5¢éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Day 6éé XXXX words.edotaXXxw¥rwerds dat

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 19558

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 461958

August 25, 2015

The Day

Thanks to storms disrupting th e clock at the head of my bed, | rolled out at 1:30 this morning, but

thinking it was 2:45. So much for battery backups in the clock. (I never use an alarm, but have the clock

there so | can see what time it is when | get up.)

Despite the alleged battery backup, when it turns off, the clock reverts to midnight and starts keeping time

from there. So the best it can do is tell you how |l ong
off.

Wow. Remember back when stuff actually worked as advertised?

Any way, itds all good. | have an appointment with the e
here about 7:30 to head that way. My eyes wil/l be dil af
write again today. aditleearty6s good that | &d&m up

| 6ve had my coffee, checked email and all that, so now

Read back over some of what 10
mind) and ended a session withagrandtoal of 943 w
forward. Well, inching forward.

d already written and al |
ords. Woohoo. Still, at |

| was distracted by a notification regarding an update on one of the websites | manage. That got me
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started in update mode and | spent the next two hours making sure all the updates were done. Sigh.

Then one more major disruption cropped up, so | 6m sett]
appoint ment . I have to get ready to | eave soon, so | &ém
now.

Then wendt happens with writing when | get back and my pupils get back to their normal size.

'l with the eyes for the next vy
m s ¢ h e,dback ieRearOld BainbDavVideaadrmy n g t est
j <

is w
at . |
HUGE. Okay, plus 1 &d&m basically just f

e
somet hing 0

UPDATE: Okay a
I i
pupils are s

1
t h
I

So I 6m gonna call today a day. Hey, | ife happens. So ni
done and reported earlier. Got a couple gred ideas for stories while |1 was up there this morning though.
So all in all, a great day.

Topic of the Night: Setting Realistic Writing Goals
ltés important to set goals with your writing. | mean,
else will help quite as much getting you there as setting good, realistic goals.

And by realistic, | mean something you know you can achieve.

Most people who set goals in other activities will tell you that a good goal should make you reach. That
i snoét ariyéneénseatting writing goals.

So what are the hallmarks of a good writing goal?

1 It should be reasonable.
1 It should automatically reset each day (or each week or each month).

What do | mean by reasonable? If you write 1,000 publishable words of fiction per hour and are able to

write two hours per day but only five days per week, a reasonable daily goal would be 2,000 words per

day. A reasonable weekly goal should be 10,000 words per week. If you want to fudge a bit, make it 1,500
wordsperdayand 79 0 words per week. (That extra half hour per
it?)

Why should a good writing goal automatically reset at a specific time?
Because fAireset o means figoes back to zero. o Neither abu

Ifyour g o a | is to write 2,000 words per day and you write
beginning tomorrow morning, you still have to write 2,000 words. (grin)

I f your goal is to write 2,000 words perbedaasge and you wi
beginning tomorrow morning you still have to write 2,000 words.

But since writing 2,000 words per day is well within vy
No. Because life happens. People happen. Distractions happen.
There will be days whenyouwo n 6t be abl e to write for two hours.

There will be days when, even though you have the ti me



hiatus. On those days, nothing will come.

And there will be days when you are beset by fear and allow your coscious mind to stop you from writing.
submit ol

Because again, if you dondét finish, you candt

Or your fear wild.l cause you to rewrite Ajust this o
and risking rej ection.

What 6s best of all about good, realistic writing go
cares, except maybe a few people who support you and want to see you succeed.

If you achieve or exceed your goal, Nothing Happens except hat your work is that much further along.

But if you fail to achieve your goal, guess what? Nothing Happens then either and the goal resets the next
morning or the next week.

But of course, you wono6t bother setting goal s i y 0
And thereds one other tool thatdés a great motivator
And that will be the topic of the night for tomorrow.

|l 6m going to post this now. Then when | get home fr
I 61 | ibbefdré if agtually posts through MailChimp.

So if youébére reading it on my site before 5 p.m., y
Todaybs Writing

Just a I|ittle. Less than | wanted, but more a&ahan |
resets. (grin)

Fiction Words: X943

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateé. 3213 wor
Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 wor
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 wor
Day 4éé olr0d2s3. wrot al words to dateé.. 7140 words

Day 5¢éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé.. 8327 wor
Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé. 9270 wor
Total fiction words for the monthééééé 20501

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 462901

August 26, 2015

The Day
Rolled out a little after 2 this morning. Coffee and emails to wake up, and then a shocker from the
Smashwords blog.

Mark Coker has decided to end his asociation with Flipkart, the small ebook retailer in India. That
effectively hands Amazon a monopoly in distributing ebooks on that continent.

Al t hough | understand why heb6s doing it, I donét

om |

had

[eRNeRy o
n non

o o
n n

ke


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-wednesday-826/

Amazon . Regardless of the circumstances, this was stil!/l
abandon the continent to Amazon. You can read the blog post here

This is terrible news for indie authors. Competition is ALWAYS better. Your ebooks are an investment.
Make them available in as many markets as you can.

Seriously , DON6T go exclusive with any one retailer. I f you
eventually enslave and/or devour you. Amazon has already started paying KDP Select authors less than
other retailers pay them. D trahdver yogriwerle ANYONE | everage o

| was planning to do a little early morning writing and even get in a walk today. Uhh, no. In light of this
news | 6ve decided to switch all of my major publicati o
Smashwords to Draft2Digi t al f or di stri bution. So 1611 be doing tha

D2D will now handle distribution of my titles to all the major booksellers, including Barnes & Noble,

Kobo, Apple, Inktera, Oyster, Scribd, and Tolino. Smashwords will still distribute those only to libra ry

outlets and something called OverDrive. (Il 6ve garnered
September 2011 so | dm not overly worried about it.)

Why do | suspect this will supplant writing new original fiction for the day? Because it entails mo ving
nineteen publications, all/l but one of which are coll ec:
collection under my own name (except the two magic realism collections).

Rebranding means revising the cover or creating a new one. Either way, tle rebranding part will take only
about ten minutes per title.

But | al so have to create new front and back matter. (
requirement of myself because | want my books to look good.) | also have to reformat each book double

check to make sure the new copied/pasted front and backmatter on each one reads right, etc., then upload

each title to D2D.

So

|l &m expecting to be working on this through most or
Or two

(sgralnl) rTihgah to. Ités an investment . Once itbds don

Okay, my novels and novella were already over there. Today | put up nine of my collections. all of the ten
story collections plus a few others. | also rebranded 14 covers. No more Eric or Nick oncollections.

Well, with only most of the day over, | thought | might write for awhile. But | went and talked with Wes a

bit and even he agreed that my brainés too tired to ri
|l 6l do the topic of the nargday., and then | &d&m gonna cal l

Topic of the Night: Be Organized
With what | wrote above about switching my books over to Draft2Digital, you can see the importance of
being organized.

In the folder for each book, | had the cover (the raw product so it was easy to change for thee |

rebranded) as well as several sizes of the old finished cover. | kept the old finished covers as well as one

size (2000 x 3000 pixels) of the new covers. I 611 ma k e
ones on my website too.

lalsohada Smashwords edition version of each book, plus a
general version and using SaveAs made it a relative breeze to format a new verson for D2D with the new


http://blog.smashwords.com/2015/08/smashwords-and-flipkart-to-end.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Smashwords+%28Smashwords%29

front and back matter | came up with for my D2D books.

Now agai n, THEY DONO6T REQUI RE any particular format, bt
to look similar from one book to another. So | made all of the books | shipped to them look the same.

In the folder for eachpbombol datsmenhoudhatbshpdsa A s
that contains the title of the work, the short and long descriptions, and the Internet search terms. Having
that little text document made it easy to just copy/paste the information for each book.

Of course, that was missing from a few folders. Huge difference. When | had that little document, it saved
aboutahalf-fhour over the time | had to spend on one book whe

You get the idea.
Now maybe you think you waganigationever need this | evel of

Back when | started with Smashwords, | thought they were the be-all, end-all of ebook distribution. Now,

four years | ater, | m switching everything over to a ni
again.

So I dm just ®ayisn@t whememimm, itdéds better to do the B
I f you have any questions about any of this, | 6d be haj

comments section so others can see the Q & A.

Todaybs Writing
No fiction writing t oday.
Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateé. 3213 words
Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words Total words to dateé. 6117 words
Day 4éé 1023 wworrddss .t of odkaatle é. . 7140 words

Day 5éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé. 9270 words
Day 7éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé. XXXX words
Total fiction words for the montheéeéééé 20501

Total fictionwordsfor t he year éééééé 462901

August 27, 2015

The Day
Rolled out a little after 2 this morning again.

The hits just keep on comi hdit,unskccesssut walk punctliated bytthe feare | wel |
that a high-velocity rainstorm was going to notice me and come my way.

Back to the house, and pretty much blah ever since.

Second, what | wrote in your Topic of the Night below.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-thursday-827/

I wondét be doidayotharrihan thisrstuft andreayisittnga magic realism story | (Gervasio)
wrote a long time ago. Itodés called fiCarmen, Whose Face
ethereal sense.

I 611 post it as the st or ylbeupontShnelayat¢he dite andbposte byi s wee k. S
MailChimp on Monday morning.

Oh, if youdre in the mood to |listen to advice from me,
(DeanWesleySmith.com) over the nextsev e r a | days Heds gearing up to put wu
bl og posts, a nonfiction book hebés writing on Heinlein
literally the best $75 investment |06ve ever made. EVER

Topic of the Night: DO NOT GO EXCLUSIVE, ESPECIALLY TO AMAZON KDP SELECT OR
AMAZON ASCOUTO

Donot do it. Just donodt .

Tell you what. If you want to give someone all rights to your books in exchange for half the royalties, give

them to me. Sign a contract givingme a | | el ectronic rights and 1611 be su
Of cour se, I dondt have to do ANYthing except put your
50% to roll in. And thatés just find and dandy with yo
Sounds nutt8And at kastsyoudknow me.

But thatdés exactly what Amazon is asking you to do now

You sign over the rights to your book for FIVE YEARS a
$1500 and then FIFTY percent of the royalties.

Il 6m not kidding.
Dombédo that. Donét . ltés stupid. And you canodét feign i

Okay, hereds what happened: A writer friend turned me
what | thought.

In this Scout program thing, accordingtothewri t er , Amazon requires the author
electronic rights for a period of five years. And then -0

What 6s that? Sorry, I stopped | istening.

Listen. To. Me.

Donét. Be. Stupid.

ANY time ANY entity REQUIRES (or even asks or even suggests or even hts that) you, the author, turn

over ALL RI GHTS (electronic or otherwise), the only @t/
away.

Donét even grace them with an answer .


http://deanwesleysmith.com/

Seriously, such a ludicrous offer doesndédt deserve a re:
AndifyouDOchoose to respond, the word youdre | ooking for i:

Personally, | would use a two-word phrase. The second half of that phrase would be either a resounding

NO or an equally loud fivyou.o The first half of it woul
knowledge, which is what anyone who asks you to turn over all rights to a piece of work is trying to force

upon you.

Understand?

Exclusivity is BAD. Exclusivity in which the book stor
YOUR RIGHTS is roughly a thousand times worse.

Dondét email telling me Amazon is a publisher. They ar e
store. Nothing more.

And their stupid Scout program? Listen. I f it wasndt g

All of my books and short stories are available on Amazon (a book store).

Theydédre also available worldwide through Smashwords, B
Scribd, Tolino,Baker & Taylor Blio, txtr, Library Direct, Baker -Taylor Axis360, OverDrive and Flipkart
unt il a couple days ago. And theydére also available thi
|l 6m al ways |l ooking for new sales venues to add.

DONOT GO EXCLUSI VE.

There. Forewarned is forearmed. Now go do whatever you want. Just PLEASEH on 6t t el | me about
Todaydés Writing

No fiction writing today.

Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateé. 3213 words
Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words
Day 3éé 18%58twbrdwerds to dateé.. 6117 words

Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words
Day 5éé 1587 words Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Day 6éé X943 words Total words to dateé. 9270 words
Day 7éé XXXX words Total words to dateé. XXXX words
Totalf i cti on words for the monthééééé 20501

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 462901

August 28, 2015

The Day
Rolled out a little early this morning at about 1:30 .

After waking up with coffee and email, | thought about


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-friday-828/

For years |1 6ve seen writers, even retired, very succes:
advantage of them.

| despise those companiesand | dondt mind being vocal about it.

(7]

S, many writers bring these th
to be ignorant. And | fAgeto t
i

i
h
t is to check them out, or e
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e
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But you really need to do that anyway. Seriously. We are not living in the same world in which many of us
grew up. Anyway, these thoughts led me to the Topic ofthe Night below.

So from about 2 until about 7:30, | formatted and uploaded eight more collections (all 5 -story) to D2D, as
well as those three large anthologies | published awhile back that were the results of contests, and the
short st or vy allcaughi upan vehat | wantesl to move over to D2D.

Now |

ave to update the print covers for the collecti:
Porteros

h
o} name (personas).

And Smashwords still has the same books for distribution to a few placestha D2 D doesndt go, so
probably need to update the files for them too. Not in a massive hurry for that though.

Hmmm. | n fact, | might just Aunpublisho the titles fro
change the cover and the frontand back mate r , and the thing i s, | 6ve garner e
all the remaining Smashwords venues (Baker & Taylor Blio, txtr, Library Direct, Baker -Taylor Axis360,

and OverDrive) over the past four years.

Yeah, think 10611

j t oum pSurtalsihswo rtdhse na,0 nppu lelt etl ye m Tfhrat 6 s
that were previous

us
l'y attributed to one of my personas ¢

All of my new short stories, novels and collections will go to both D2D and Smashwords.

Okay, I gota | | that done (about an hour) and then went for a
sun was well up, but it got hotter quicker than | thought it would. Outsmarted myself. Only turned about
three miles. Guess 106l gilee back to walking earlier for
I wondét be doing any writing today, other than this st
wrote a long time ago. Itbdés called ACarmen, Whose Face
et hereal sense. | obthelwegh forsthis week. Saitswill behup onsStinday &t the site and

posted by MailChimp on Monday morning.
Topic of the Night: Amazon KDP Select and fiScouto Redu:

You know, all I can do is tell you what | think is right.

If you go with a program like Amaz on Scout, youbre keeping your work fro
Amazon.

Youbre also |l ocking up your work for at | east 5 years.

least $25,000 in royalties over that five years, you can pull your book from the program. Now that sounds

|l i ke a nice, big number, but seriously, can any of you

And Ii ke | said yesterday, if it wasndt a good deal f ol



who DOES make $25,000 over five years, Amazon ALSO makes $25,000 over that same five years,
multiplied by the number of people who sign up for this program. Shrug.

't just isndt fair. I't isndbt a good deal for any aut hol

Look at it like this. Say you own a rental property. Would you sign over the deed to that property to
someone else and then pay them 50% of your income from that property to rent it out for you? Yeah, |
didnét think so.

This is EXACTLY the same thing. Exactly.

Your writing, every story, every book, is an investment. Your copyright is property.
Dondét give your property away and then split your ear n|

Tell you what. I f youbre thinking of going with Amazon
publisher and give the TP both print and ebook rights. At least with the TP you can negotiate a more

realistic royalty rate on ebook sales than the paltry 50% Amazon wants to pay, and TP probably would

give you a larger advance too. AND they probably would tie up your bookfor only two or three years

(again, itds negotiable). Just sayinbd.

And those who know me know that | NEVER recommend going with a traditional publisher. Never. But
compared to Amazon Scout, TP is a better alternative.

One final note: If that $1500 advancel ooks attractive to you, remember that
dondt pay royalties until your book fearns outo the ad:
come back to you to recoup that advanng#backThat 6s ri ght .

And now | 0611 write what I should have written in the f|
write the rest of this. Here it is. Ready?

If You Choose To Go With Them, Read The Contract. And have a lawyer read it.

Okay, solbdbmagdéenal bay on the topic. Pl ease feel free t
join you.

Todaydés Writing
| pecked around a little bit, but no fiction writing today.

I think my numbers are so low for August that | subconsciously decided to take care of a lot of admin stuff
instead of worrying about writing. So I did the switch
and my other main blog, and some other non-fiction writing stuff.

Also, although | stand ZERO practical chance of getting anywhere near my 1,000,000 word goal for the
year , |l 8m past 450,000 published words of fiction right
bad.

Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. .3243wmdds words to dateeée.

Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé.. 6117 words



Day 4é¢é 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words
Day 5éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Day 6éé X943 woorrddss .t ol odtaatleén. . 9270 words

Day 7éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé.. XXXX words
Total fiction words for the monthééééeé 20501

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 462901

August 29, 2015

The Day

Rolled out a little late at quarter to 3.

Wow. | hope all of you who are reading this are having a lot better month with your writing than | am so

far. With the month mostly gone, it isndt I|likely to i m
No wal k today. Not a | ot else either, except | switchec
more than happy with it. For one thing, whenever Adobe Flash would kick in to run any video (weather,

etc.) it ate tons of memory. My computer sounded like a military fighter jet warming up to take off, and it

slowed to a crawl. It was so bad that sometimes | used the Alt/Ctrl Delete trick to bring up the Task

Manager and shut down the Adobe Flash process.

Now it doesndt do t haferenttywith®pesmaeCodt.l ash wor ks di f

| 6ve been slipping badly on meeting my daily goal of 3
beginning in September.

But | stildl have a good weekly goal of one nga short si
story | reworked, but that doesndt excuse me from the
Monday) . So probably 10611 do that today. Or tomorrow. |
One good thing about writing short stori esgoodthing hat t he
is that they can |l ead to a novella or novel. Theyodre al
and drop him or her into a setting and I édm off and runi
words). If the opening works, k eep wr i ting. I f it doesndt, | chuck it
But itdéds pure writing i nt offstahdea|doanrek ,n ojvuesit. I1i kdeo nworti thianvge

about timelines or about various characters cropping up from the past and so on.

Anyway, | donét want to allow myself to
as long as | can. The last time | did t
right number) and included 70 short stories. | want to try to beat that this time.

fail on this s
hi s, | had a st |

But the thing about writing goals is this: If you fail to hit a goal, so what. Nobody dies, the electric
company doesndét turn off the power, and t heingto al reset !
lose and the world to gain.

Topic of the Night: Rehashing Stuff

|l was going to write about #AThe Value of Streaks, o0 but
about setting goals just back in July, from around the 6th or 7th up throug h about the 10th. In fact, |

wrote about setting goals, recurring goals, and the po\
tab on the website and scroll back.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-saturday-829/

And my ap
a

ogies for repeating mysehHdn oln ddnét shavfd son
to talk ut I 61 1

ol
bo , 0| avoid doing a Topic.

(@}

Okay, so I 6m off this now and working on my own stuff |

Well, as it turns out, that was two hours ago. | remembered | needed to at least rinse off my pickup
(tossed cold coffee out the window and it streaked the door), and | ended up washing both the car and the
pickup.

Everybody needs a hobby. | guess mine is being stupid in the heat when | could be inside, writing in the
(relative) cool. (grin)

So afterl cooldownabt and get a shower, 161l write for awhile.
T o d a YWditeng

Got a Ilittle done on Wesdéd story. And it was fun becaus:
lazy, so | guess 1611 write the short story tomorrow.
Fiction Words: 1084

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateé. 3213 words
Day 2¢éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words
Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé.. 7140 words
Day 5¢éé 1887 Wotal words to dateé 8327 words

Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé. 9270 words
Day 7éé 1084 words. Total words to dateé 10354 words
Total fiction words for the monthéeéééé 21585

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 463985

August 30, 2015

The Day
Rolled out right at 2 this morning. Good to feel back on schedule.

Spent more time this morning on email than usual but for a good reason. | woketoDr.Mar dy Gr oet hed s
weekly newsletter in my inbox. Dr. Mardy is a verbivor
Like, Oxymoronica, and several other books in the same general vein.

Each week his newsl etter cont ai rasmous literaryfigure. Delgardy ng fApuz z|
provides a brief history and several quotes about the person, and at the end of the newsletter he reveals
the personés name.

After the puzzler hints and before the reversuptbiton, he |
of introductory prose and then a collection (usually a dozen) of his own favorite quotes on the topic.

And thatés what | |like best about his nevesdingsourcer. The |
of story titles and story ideas. And if you title and/or write a story based on part of a quote, the quote
becomes a readymade epigraph if you want one. (grin)


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-sunday-530/

I will write the story of the week today, and | will write it based on a title derived from a quotation taken
from t hinswslettere k 6 s

And to slightly adjust my personal challenge, each new short story | write for the foreseeable future will be
based on a quote from Dr. Mardyds newsletter. That sho

You can find Dr. Mar dy 6 s werh. §a sigreup fott his hewsletter, sendvavblankd r mar dy
email to drmardy -on@mail-list.com. Again, | highly recommend it.

No topic tonight other than the above.

Good walk today. Only about 3.5 miles but new ground through a new wash. And not too sandy so no
slogging, or not much. Cool.

Started the story of the week. Then my new Internet browser (Opera) crashed on me three times in an
hour . So I ém |l ooking again. Spent the |l ast couple hour
to see how this story ends (grin)

As it turns out, |l 6m not gonna find out how it ends to
recurring goal is that it resets if you miss it.

Todaybds Writing

Wel | I wondét finish the new s hustrstart nsymewrstyeakinexsweekr t ed t o d
or the next. I 61 1 get back on track.

I DID get a good opening written, and itds a great tit]
B. C.) So 1611 run with that | ater.

But for now | éd&dm n ot Talgwithyoaalltomaorrony about i

Fiction Words: 1056

Writing of #AA Hiding Pl(shartetory, but notwtte wgek) Me n 0

Day 1éé¢ 1056 words. Total words to dateé.. 1056 words

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 wornds .dafetéal. BRrlds wor ds

Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words

Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words

Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé 7140 words

Day 5éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé.. 8327 words

Day 6éé X943Twtoaldswords to dateé.. 9270 words

Day 7éé 1084 words. Total words to dateé. 10354 words
Day 8éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé. XXXXX words
Total fiction words for the monthééééeé 22641

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 465041

21585

Total fiction wor ds f or the yearééééeéé 463985

August 31,2015


http://harveystanbrough.com/pro-writers/the-journal-monday-831-yay/

The end of a month. A horrible month. Whew. Glad to see this one end.

The Day
Rolled out a little before3.1was up | ate (for me) |l ast night working wi
rest in the Topic below.

Apersonal note 6 | 6ve received a few emails recently from some
going on. Really, nothtdogngJlasmositfFege. dédgltyn)oBunal 6mer
transparent as | can in revealing my own |ife as a prof

possible, but also that normal (or abnormal) everyday life continues to happen.

To that end, | want to let you see the rough days as well as the smooth ones, the days when | struggle to

put together a sentence as well as the days when every!
So | do appreciate the c dimedfgauhknow rheyyiou knosva dlig intogroeckh er yt hi n g«
mode pretty easily, and when I 6m in grouch mode, my t w

Administrative note & | could have finished the short story | started yesterday in time to start a
streak. | could have finished it this morning and created a cover and posted it before 9 a.m. when
MailChimp sends out the story of the week to all the subscribers. (I had the story of the week covered with
an older one that | reworked a bit but | still set th e deadline for my challenge week at 9 a.m. on Monday
morning.)

One of the reasons | didn6ét bother was biadudesame | 6ve be;q
daily numbers anditgoesout at 5 p. m. every day. | atdeadlifredndét fini sh
So | need to work out my deadlines so talweekchalengenci de. | «
again. Since my workday begins at 2 or so in the morni

shift the story -a-week deadline to 6 p.m. on Monday instead of 9 a.m. on Monday.

Wedll see. Anyway, ités now 6:30 a. m. I have a new br o
and am ready to start the restof myday.Nof i cti on writing today. d&aémemonth i s
of some more administrative stuff, like adding a couple blog posts over on the other blog to get a little bit

ahead.

Now itodéds al most noon. |l 6ve added four articles to the

Topic of the Morning: Internet Browsers

o

|l 6ve used Firefox for years. The problem is, I
things that annoy me and that probably have a solution. The keyword here is probably.

m a com

I will spend hours, even days, searching for a slution to an annoyance when | know the solution
Aprobabl yo exists.

The problem with Firefox was this: When | tried to view a video or even open a website that has photos or
videos on it (for example, news feeds or weather radar) in Firefox, my computer would slow to a crawl. It
also sounded like a fighter jet warming up on the runway.

You know the sound. When the pilot is increasing the engine speed while keeping his foot firmly planted
on the brake until the engines are spinning fast enough to punch him into the sky. Well, something like
that. You know.

Anyway, Firefox invoked Adobe Flash, which ran as a separate process and ate up tons of memory,



thereby taxing the processor and slowing the computer to roughly the speed of an abacus in the hands of
an untrained chimp.

As all humans do in all human endeavors in which Conflict is trump, | finally sought change only when
the aggravation of putting up with my current browser finally outweighed the inconvenience of finding a
new one, moving all my bookmarks, reinserting all my saved passwords, and all that stuff.

And of course, the need to switch browsersbrought up another problem. Which browser?

Now fixing this problem should be as easy as looking at browser comparisons or reading reviews. But it
i snoét .lest\youlookiahseveral comparisons from various sources and look for common notes among
them.

Ditto for reviews. You have to compare several reviews and study them to discern the kernels of unbiased
truth hidden in the bought -and-paid-for-and-therefore-biased text.

And finally, you have to download the new browser, transfer all your stuff (or at least find out how
difficult it is to transfer all your stuff) and then use it and wait to see what happens.

Relatively speaking, | got lucky.

Yesterday (?) or the day before, | compared notes (per my griping above) and settled on Opera. |
downl oaded it, transferred everything (to Operaf6s credi

I liked the user interface and enjoyed the ease with which | was able to getaround in the browser.
Everything was fine for a few hours.

Then it crashed.

The browser was still there, and open. My windows (email, harveystanbrough.com and a couple others)
were still on the screen. But in each window, the contentd ALL of the content 8 was replaced with black.

| closed Opera and restarted it, and everything was fine. My tabs all came back. No problem. Probably just
a glitch, so no worries.

Then it crashed. Same thing, a halthour later. Okay, so not just a glitch. Sigh. Well minor -league-
curseword-that-begins-with -D.

So | started reading again, comparing notes.
Just in case youdre doing this search yourself, here al

http://www.topattack.com/list/best _-internet -browsers-review/4 and

http://internet -browser-review.toptenreviews.com/ .

| found a few programs that seemed like good candidates to become my next browser. | downloaded and
installed Internet Explorer 11 and was i mmediately | MM
and it isndt NEARLY as fast as the itusepatanofimpnaoryj son si t e:
again, as opposed to what a lot of reviews and the two comparison sites above say.

I gquickly grew tired of the Abigd browsers. | had trie


http://www.topattack.com/list/best-internet-browsers-review/4
http://internet-browser-review.toptenreviews.com/

and Google Chrome seemed overly flippant in their lack of desire o allow the end user (me) to set things
up for my own convenience. And Operaé well, I liked Op:
machine.

So | read in-depth reviews about three other browsers: Pale Moon (based on the Firefox engine but
sleekerand faster), Torch (based on the Chromium engine, like Google Chrome, it allows for a LOT more
personalization and is not as high-handed) and Sea Monkey (based on the Firefox engine but just as fast
as Firefox while allegedly using a LOT less memory).

| fi nally installed Pale Moon, but the first time | visited a news site that had a few pictures on it and links
to videos (not even videos, just LINKS to videos), it acted like Firefox. Someone turned the ignition key in
an F-16 cockpit and the computer slowedto a crawl. Now | have to admit the crawl was considerably
faster than the Firefox crawl, but a crawl is a crawl.

Thing is, I candét abide a crawling browser. Let me exp!

I'n my worl d, I dondét really noti ce getadlétlanein, ay, 152 mi nut e
seconds. So in my world, a minute hasfour15s econd segments that 1 édm intuitive
an hour has 240 jodthateb®nsinates, dutt240djees-md hut es. That 6s a | ot
guarter-minutes. And during that time, | can accomplishalotl F my br owser isndt crawlin
my strength and my patience.

So the search continued.

This morning, fresh out of bed, | grabbed a cuppa coffee, turned on Pale Moon, opened a new tab and
began comparing browsers.

| swear ,

I t I heard my computer say in a soft, a
Harvey?0 (se

hought
e 2001: A Space Odyssey)
And yes, I responded. Al oud. I said, fiNot hing. Not hi ng

Then | downloaded the installation files for Sea Monkey (http://www.seamonkey -project.org/ ) and Torch
(http://www.torchbrowser.com/ ).

Torch downloaded first, so | installed it first. TADA'! ltés working great.
If it continues to work well, that wil/ be the end of |
files for Sea Monkey set aside, so weol |l see.

If you have any questions about any of this, please ask in the comments section below.

Al so, be aware | d&m also gonna make this one of my upco
signed up over there too, youdll see this again before
TOMORROW BEGINS A NEW MONTH! GO FORTH AND WRITE!

T o d a YMiiteg

Well, | just dondét have any writing in me today. Well,

words today of nonfiction and silliness. In fact, there are almost 1700 words in this post alone.

Okay, but | just noticed | didndét add my total from ye:


http://www.seamonkey-project.org/
http://www.torchbrowser.com/

mont hly and annual, but not to the daily, so | &d&m corre:
Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing  of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1ééwdr2dls3. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words

Day 2¢éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words

Day 3éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words

Day 4é¢é 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words

Day 5¢éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words

Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé. 9270 words

Day 7éé 1084 words. Total words to dateé. 10354 words
Day 8éé 1056 words. Total words to dateé. 11410 words
Day 9éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé. XXXXX words
Total fiction woree R2@64tlhe mont hééé

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 465041

September1,2015

The Day

Rol l ed out a Ilittle aft er -n@vmonth New poSsibilitiese mawlere-sel, a shi ny
goals.

Thank goodness.

Coffee and email to wake up. No walk today. Had a violent storm come through here yesterday. That and

this little bug thatés taken hold of me recently wild.l I
sure. A good long one.

Well, back to writing today. It is September 1. No real significance there except that this month | will

rededicate myself to writing. | will also see my 755th full moon sometime this month, and the first thing

has about as much signficance to anything important as the second.

As | alluded to in yesterdayb6s post (I think) things m
Or maybe itbés just that 1 6m noticing the seclennds mor e.
weather and whatever it pitches into the air and a minor nagging illness and all that. | can imagine my

drill instructor (Sgt. McGrew, my favorite) saying, AW
So I &m beginning t o efcoacuusse oint Owsr iitnmpnogr taagnati nt ob me

I felt bad for awhile |l ast night as | considered that |
very |l ow for me. |l 6m usually up in the 60,000 to 80, 00

Then | got to thinking about it. If | wrote 22 641 every month for a year, that would be 271,692 published
words of fiction in a year. One of my writing heroes and a very prolific SF writer named Jack Williamson
once lamented that try as he might, he never wrote much more than 100,000 words in a year.

So 61l take it.
And as | keep saying, today is September 1.

Topic of the Morning: No topic today. | &m pooped.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-tuesday-91-yay/

T o d a YMiiteg
Fiction Words: 1590
Writing of A Papldear t(vb®gan as AA Hi di ng d Bhorastog oftheweeklVe ar y Meno

Day 1é¢é 46856 Wotal words to dateé.. 1056 words
Day 2éé 1590 words. Total words to dateé.. 2646 words

Writing  of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1é¢é 3213 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words

Day 2¢éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words

Day 31868 words. Total words to dateé.. 6117 words

Day 4é¢é 1023 words. Total words to dateé.. 7140 words

Day 5¢éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words

Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé. 9270 words

Day 7éé 1084 words. Tot awtrdswords to dat eé. 10354

Day 8¢éé 1056 words. Total words to dateé. 11410 words
Day 9éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé. XXXXX words
Total fiction words1590or the mont hééeéeéé

Total fiction words for the yearééeéééé 466631

September 2, 2015

The Day

Rolled out a little before 3.

Still have a bug but itdéds not a major deal. Just very ¢
(also very slight) chills/fever and nausea. Just bl ah,
| did get out for a walk. | decided to do hills, into and out of a wash off Sybil Road. | hoped to shove

whatever this is on through my system, but that doesnd:
only about 2 mil es, and | felt worse after it was over
Looked at pics from the walkthi s mor ni ng, posted a few to Facebook. Th¢
of stuff. You can see them here. The first one | ooks |
By the way, | strongly recommend you check out DeanWesleySmith.com today. Great stuff on his

challenge for the rest of this year.

Oh, a quick announcement. | probably wonét post anythi |l
hope to be in the Lower Gila Box Wilderness north of Lordsburg seeing some amazing stuff.

Topic of the Morning: Writing and Se lling Short Fiction

Could I do a seminar on this? Yes. | could do a daylong seminar on this. It would depend on interest. If

youbre interested, |l et me know by email pl ease at har v

Recently, some folks who are signed up formyfreesb r y of t he week have asked why
short stories instead of putting them on the website free. A professional writer friend of mine asked the
same question in a slightly different context a few weeks ago.

Think about that for a moment. Why in the world would | limit the audience for my short stories to



around 70 subscribers? The answer i s, | Donodt .

Yes, if you subcribe (see the Story of the Week link in the header on the website), you will receive a brand
new short story free in your email once a week. It costs you nothing and you can read it as many times as
you want for the next week or so.

But | ALSO publish each story, usually the same day | write it. | publish it to Amazon, the Smashwords
store, Apple, Barnes & Noble, Inktera, Kobo, Oyster, Scribd and Tolino. Through those markets, my
stories, collections and novels are available in over 100 nations worldwide within a few days of
publication.

To give you an idea of the process, I wrot @Ptapernext
Hearts. o As soon as | finished it, | did the format,
of the Week blog. It will go live on my website on the morning of Monday, September 7. It will go out in

email to subscribers on the afternoon of the same day.

So | published it to my website yesterday and set a future release date. But | also published it for sale to
Draft2Digital, a distributor who sends it to Apple, Barnes & Noble, Inktera, Kobo, Oyster, Scribd and
Tolino. Then | publishe d it to Smashwords, but only for sale in their online store. (You can buy titles at
Smashwords.com in any ebook format.) Then | published it to Amazon.

If you want to see it, | recommend you subscribe to my Free Short Story of the Week and wait until
Monday to read it. Or just come back to my website on Monday and click the Free Short Story of the Week
tab.

But if youdbére really in a rush and you have more money

your favorite ebook store anytime and buy it. It only costs $2.99. That includes tax, even if you live in
Europe and have that horrible VAT thing going on.

Not ony do | sell each individual short story that | write, | also do this:

When | 6ve written five short stanrandedlitfori$4.99.6mmyi ne t hem
readers can buy my stories one at a time for $2.99 (five stories would cost just under $15) or they can get
five stories in a short collection for $4.99.

So when 1 6ve written TEN short eneorhdtheobthe5gtoness what ?
collections for $4.99 each, my readers can opt to buy one 16story collection for $5.99 to $7.99. Can you
say Good Deal?

From a writer and indie publisher standpoint, each story gives me multiple streams of revenue, too. When
| & written ten short stories, | get thirteen publications: ten individual stories, two 5 -story collections,
and one 10story collection.

That gives me three separate streams of revenue for each short story. Thirty streams of revenue for ten
stories. Times the number of venues in which my stories are for sale.

And each of those is for sale at every venue | isted
Aibi go vendors have a few to several subsidieh?i es to
Finally, | also publish each 5-story and 10-story collection as a paperback. Do | get a lot of sales in

paperback? No.

But when the reader finds my collection or novel online and sees the paperback price (usually around

n !

ab
wh



$15.99) right alongside the ebook price (usually around $5.99) it makes the ebook price look really good.
See? Which of course it is.

Todaybs Writing

Yeah right. | messed around a bit but not enough to me|]
a few days like that until I get over this stuff. Sure will be glad to get back up to speed.

Now, that being said, |l &dm not overly worried about it.
because itdés SO much stinkind fun wh adlbethetewhehlocame | i ke i |
out of this crap. So therebd that .

In the meantime, all of you can write your little fingers to the bone. (grin)
Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1é¢é 3213 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words

Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words

Day 3éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words

Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words

Day 5¢éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words

Day 6éé X943 words. TMO2/0wdrdswords to dateé.

Day 7éé 1084 words. Total words to dateé. 10354 words
Day 8¢éé 1056 words. Total words to dateé. 11410 words
Day 9éé XXXX words Total words to dateé. XXXXX words
|l m gonna | eave up the number for o lufthdvgosyowehlfit e my sub:
doesndt perk up and get with it pretty soon though, | 6l
heds done while Id6m writing some ther stuff.

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 1590

Total fiction woérédésé f4o6r6 6t3hle year é

September 3, 2015

Rolled out a little before 2 this morning.

I've done practically nothing this morning other than tend to the babies (two kits and a chihuahua), visit
Facebooketc.

The bug seems to be going away finally. Woohoo! | walked as a kind of test to see what | could do. Made
almost 6 miles out a wash and back. Admittedly the sand was moist from all the rain so well-packed and
good walking. Only slogged in a few places Really nice. So | think I'm over whatever creeping crud has
held sway over me for the past several days. | should be able to get back to my fiction writing soon.

The rest of today I'm going to devote to nonfiction. So another planned day of no fiction wr iting. See
today's Topic for more information.

Topic of the Morning: The Unintentional Streak & Possible?

Yep.


http://harveystanbrough.com/?p=3893

| didn't intend to create a streak with this blog, but | think maybe | have.

Yesterday | announced that this blog probably wouldn't be here for the next few days because I'll be out in
the boonies with my bud, Michael Badouin. That's pronounced Bad One, I'm sure, especially since it's a
pseudonym and we can pronounce our pseudonyms any old way we want.

Although he might say it's pronounced bad - 0o - WIN. To which | would say poTAYto poTAHto when
what | actually meant was poTAYto APple. Anyway....

| also mentioned before that streaks have power. They have a life of their own. Turns out that's true even
for unintentional streaks.

Even though | wasn't trying to create a streak with this blog, It Wants To Continue even while I'm gone.
The thought of leaving a few days blank is just annoying.

So I'm going to at least create a topic for Friday, Saturday and Sunday and then prepost them. That will
give you something of interest (maybe) to read and it will keep my unintentional streak going.

I could just post "placeholder” posts with no real significant content, but when | visit Dean's blog and see
one of those, | feel kind of cheated.

And | realize these will be sort of placeholder posts, but at least there will be something there for your
money, right?

Besides, my friend Tyron Love just subscribed, and | can't let him start off with a few blank days in a row,
can |1? Can I? Of course not.

So you mayexpect to see this blog in your mailbox toward the close of each day for the foreseeable future.

Does anyone else out there enjoy the taste of jalapeno slices when they're slurped off a toad's head?

Never mind. | just was overcome with a sudden urge to write a series of words that probably have never
been written before.

Michael would understand.
Todayodés Writing
No fiction writing today.

I'm devoting Thursday to writing the topics for the next few days for this blog so | can pre -post them. That
and putting together more blog posts for the Pro Writers blog.

Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateeée. 3213
Day 2é¢é 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259
Day 3¢éé 1858 wortdos .d aTtoetéa.l. weolrld7s wor ds

Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé 7140
Day 5¢éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé 8327

wor ds
wor ds

wor ds
wor ds



wor ds
4 words
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Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé.. 9270

Day 7éé 1084 words. Total words to dateé. 1035

Day 8éé¢é 1d0os5.6 Twootral words to dateé.. 11410 words

Day 9éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé. XXXXX words
| m gonna | eave up the numbers for ol 6 Wes while my
doesndt perk up and get sendWesoadutbehmd teetbaryto thimk@bout whato u g h ,
heés done while I 6m writing some other stuff.

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 1590

Total fiction words for the yearééééeéé 466631

September 4, 2015

Playing around in Gila National Wilderness or someplace just as wild. No entry today about the day.
Topic of the Morning: Write What You Know 0 Seriously?

Uh, no. Bad advice. Maybe the baddest advice ever, and | mean that in the old sense of "baddest," before
we started dumbing down the language. | mean "worst."

It's bad advice because the connotation is that you should write ONLY what you know.
So what? You're supposed to write what you DON'T know?
Yes. Of course. You should also write what you know, but not ONLY what you know.

If everyone wrote only what they know, there would be very little science fiction, zero science fantasy (or
other fantasy, for that matter), very little mystery, very little suspense, and so on.

Can you write a police procedural if you've never been a cop? Of course.
Can you write a spyt/thriller if you've never worked for the CIA? Yep.

Can you write a romance novel if you've never been involved with a "shuddering, heaving breast" or a guy
with flowing hair, broad shoulders, a thick chest with just the right amount of hair on it and trim, athletic
hips? Yep.

If you couldn't, novels wouldn't exist.

All you need is Interest. If you're Interested in writing Science Fiction, create a character, give him a
problem, and drop him into a setting. What happens first? Shrug. | don't know. He's your character. All |
know is he has to solve the problem. (This might not be "the" problem of the story. Just a problem to get
the character/situation started.)

If you're interested in writing Mystery, create a character, give him a problem, and drop him into a
setting. In this case, it's a good idea if the problem is the body the character just found. (grin)

If you're interested in writing Romance, create a character (or two), give him a problem, and drop him
into a setting.

Beginning to notice a trend here?



All you need to begin a story (of any length) is a character with a problem in a setting. That's it. By and
large, the setting determines the genre. Most characters and most problems can be cherry picked from
one setting and dropped into another. And you'll write an entirely different story in an entirely different

genre.

If you don't believe me, try it.

And what do | mean by "setting"? For purposes of this Topic, the setting is where the character suddenly

realizes he has a problem. The smaller and nore focused the setting, the better.

More on sett.i

ng

For now, create a character, give him a problem, and drop him into a setting. Then write an opening. The
opening will be around 300 to 500 words, probably. Be sure to include the character's sense of the setting

tomorrow whi

l e 1 dm not her e.

(sight, smell, taste, feel, sound) and have him solve the problem or get underway solving it.

If the opening takes off (most of the time it will take off), just write the next sentence. Then write the next
sentence. Then write the next sentence until the character leads you to the end of your new short story,

novella, or novel.

If the opening sags out and dies, so what? Toss it. Then either write it again from scratch (if you like the
idea) or create a characte, give him a problem, drop him into a setting and write another opening. (grin)

Okay, tomorrow, a lot more on setting.

Todaybs Writing

No fiction writing today. If today is Friday, Saturday or Sunday (September 4, 5 or 6) I'm out in the
boonies somewhererefilling my well of experience.

Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 wor
Day 2éé 1046 wor
Day 3¢éé 1858 wor
Day 4éé 1023 wor
Day 5éé 1587 wor
Day 6éé X943 wor
Day 7éé 1084 wor
Day 8éé 1056 wor
Day 9éé XXXX wor
|l 8m gonna | eave

doesndt perk up

heds done whil e

Total fiction wo
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September 5, 2015
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Playing around in Gila National Wilderness or someplace just as wild. No entry today about the day.
Topic: Setting and How to Write It
Okay, to start a story (of any length) you have to begin. You have to write an opening.

In order to write an opening, you have to create a character, give him a problem and drop him into a
setting. But what do | mean by "setting"?

First, here I'm talking about the setting of the opening. The character(s) might move through several
settings during the course of the story. Those settings will vary depending on what's happening at the
moment. And where it's happening. And sometimes why.

But in the opening, you're trying to get and keep the reader's attention, and the setting has everything to
do with that.

| mentioned yesterday that you should include the character's sense of the setting in the opening. That
means including all five senses if possible. (For example, if the character's blind or in a completely dark
room, probably the sense of Sight won't be involved.)
The character's perception and opinion of the setting will not only paint a picture for the reader, but also
will tell him a lot about the character. So it's important. Any description of the setting should pass through
the perceptions of the character.
But let's get down to the setting itself. First, it should be as focused as pssible.
If your character is on Earth or the moon or a strange planet, that's pretty vague. If he's on the the South
American continent, that's a little more focused, but still far too general to draw the reader in. If he's in
the Amazon rain forest, that's a little better.
But what about this:
Dr. Steven Zimmer slipped into the brush just in time. He crouched among the broad leaves and
sweet, heady scent of a passion flower vine. The Amazon was flowing a few yards behind him. Several
yards ahead of lim, a few local males were engaged in some sort of ritual.
And his stupid camera was miles away in the stupid base camp. Wherever that was. He frowned.

But lost or not, he was still a scientist. He leaned slightly forward. His brow tightened against the
whispering of the Amazon as he strained to listen.

The language was nothing more than a series of clicks and clacks. Even if he could hear it plainly, he
wouldn't have a clue what they were saying. The thought brought a grin to his face.

But the grin fled when a hand gripped his shoulder.
Then again, if your character's down at the docks, that's too vague, isn't it? (Yeah, we probably need to
know what city/country but not until the story moves away from the docks.) If he's in a warehouse, that's
better. If he's in a particular part of the warehouse, that's a lot better."'

But what about this:

The night was dark, the air heavy. A foghorn sounded in the bay and was driven flat in the pattering
rain. In the distance, somewhere back in the middle of the city, sirens wailed.

Carrying bolt cutters, Detective Steven Zimmer approached the warehouse door. A thin rivulet of rain
trickled off the right front brim of his fedora.



He brought up the bolt cutters, but paused. He could barely make out the padlock. It was the same
corroded non-color as the corrugated steel walls.

Maybe he could just cut the hasp. He leaned closer. The musty wood frame was so damp he probably
could just pry the hasp out of it.

But the hasp had already been cut. He looked at it for amoment, then put one palm against the edge
of the door. Carefully, he pushed. It slid a few feet to the right with only the slightest grinding in the
runner.

The scent of old grease reached his nose as he crouched, placing the bolt cutters on the tarma®Vhen
he straightened again, his .45 caliber Kimber Tactical Il was in his right hand.

He took a deep breath. Backup would be good. But you can't call for backup when you're working a
case on the sly.

He gentled his index finger along the cool metal of the trigger well, then slipped in through the door.
Get the point?

Note that the setting in the second example was external to the warehouse. Still, it was focused down.
Everything took place within a man -sized area just outside the warehouse door.

In the first example, the setting was actually larger, encompassing a few yards behind the POV character
to several yards ahead of him. In it, as in the second example, the focus was created through the
character's physical senses.

Todaybs Writing

No writing today, probably. I'm out in the boonies somewhere refilling my well of experience.

Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateé. 3213 words
Day 2éé 1046 words. Totaldswords to dateé. 4259 wor
Day 3éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words
Day 4éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words
Day 5éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé. 9270 words
Day 7éé 1084 wordsted&.ot al 0 3wn4 dwortds da

Day 8éé 1056 words. Tot al words to dateé 11410 words
Day 9éé XXXX words Total words to dateé XXXXX words
|l 8m gonna | eave up the numbers for ol & Wes while my sul
doesndt petkwuphantd peetty soon though, I 61l send Wes
heés done while I 6m writing some other stuff

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 1590

Total fiction words for the yearéééééé 466631

September 6, 2015

No doubt on our way back from playing around in Gila National Wilderness or someplace just as wild. No



entry today about the day. Just some musing, as you see below.
Few things are more enjoyable than writing a brand new story.

As 1 6ve been t el | tem mstgve § charatera problen,iddogd himl intosa setting, put
fi

your ngers on the keyboard and go for it. I'tds an ab:
| 6ve al peoadedpMéursday, Friday and Saturdayds post s. I
weekend andkl Eardom kaough on Sunday, 611 update this
Over the next day or two (meaning Monday or Tuesday)or however | ong it takes, | 61
trip. I like to share things like that, especially as they affect (or might affect) my/your writing. So | hope

youoll |l ook forward to that.

For now, though, just in case | &dm not back early enoug
from posting, |1 6ém going to write oneamotévEeopeardndt ad
wise to be prepared.

(Oh goodness. | almost wrote

Afor just in case | come over a ridge while wearing my
a radical terrorist group that shall remain nameless because, after al , itdéds just their cultu
forcing unnatural perversions on a pitiful little creature who also shall remain unidentified but who bears

a remarkable resemblance to [ahem] a goat, and in that eventuality, even though | take out the first dozen

becas e | 6m just an untenably violent person, s-omehow or
wielding scamp sneaking up behind me with beheading on his mind and, well, just in case of something

l' i ke that 1 6ém gonna write .on6eCamosree iTtodpsi ca lawady sa dwdi siet tboe
But | di dAsGhe little gy im MIB Il says, That was a close one.)

Topic of the Day: Using the Persona

Everyone whoodés familiar with my work alreadyyterknows | h
egos. They were/are writer friends of mine who write things | am/was unable to write.

| stopped using two of them when Eric Stringer (it is strongly suspected) killed Nick Porter. Nick wrote

mostly mainstream, serious stuff. It was relatively easy for me to take over that writing myself.

Some time after Nick was kill ed, Eric simply didnoét sh
to a far-far-faraway land where he occasionally writes short stories under the pen name Harvey

Stanbrough. Quite the jokester, our Eric. Anyway, Eric, at one time, was my borderline psychotic persona.

Since he | eft, I have decided to Alet my little I ight

Okay, but here | d&dm going to tal k amfter. lithinkthatthatgould he per so
be valuable.

For one thing, writing your passion (note, I didnét sa
if you did so through a persona.

The best known example of a writer using a persona to (ahem) distancehimself from responsibility for his
writing was Samuel Clemens. In his books, Clemens made social commentary that would rankle
politicians and pundits alike. To distance himself somewhat, he allowed Mark Twain to write those books.

And in one case, in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, arguably his strongest advocacy for social
reform, he handed off the job to Mr. Twain, who in turn handed off the task to an innocent named
Huckleberry Finn.



Now say | get a strong sentiment in my head. Justasanexampg, | et 6s use the (very) thi
in the paragraph | al most wrote (but didnét) just bef o
I candét write stuff | ike that. Seriously. I mi ght of f el
But my characters can do or say anythingt hey | i ke. After all, theyo6re doing
all down. ltds | i ke Donét kill the messenger, right?

Wow, and | could have characters for all kinds of different genres.

| could have a hard-nosed detective, say somebody like SteverZimmer, who goes around solving crimes
Plus he obviously is All Man enough to even take on cases that are not sanctioned by the local police
department so you just KNOW hebés gonna break a few rul

I couldletCranstonLongd i nk I 11 sink his famil y 0 spedficallydorameal t ho i nt
untapped market roughly halfway around the world . The ensuing stories would be about the procurement

of goats and what happens to t he @angdrage gadtstweuldbe hey 6r e p |
used in the stories.) This might well spin off into documentaries concerning goat trafficking, national and
international treaties on goat trafficking, and the i
productionincertai n parts of the world. Coincidence? | dondt t|

I could have Rip Sternaman barge into hostage situationsall over the world, muscles bulging, and call the

bad guys names that areSOfitting for bad guys before he breaks every bone in heir arms and then ties

them together (by the arms) for transport to wherever |
| could have Dexter Murfee Nettleson, he with the radiant smile, walk happily into The Morning Store

each morning to begin the day with a cup of sunshine sveetened with butterfly spit and stirred with the

pinky finger of an eighty -three year old virgin.

You get the idea.

Of course, these are books that EVERYBODY would buy but that nobody would talk about or admit to
buying, except possibly the onesstarrn g ol 6 Dext er .

Anyway, regardless of what you think personally about
the topic some thought. Value? No value?Seriously, | think if you write your passion through your
characters, you can let 'er rip.

And i f webre alll very lucky, maybe 1061l get back on Sun
(grin) But if not, just look at all the trash you will never have to write because | just wrote it.

Todaydés Writing
Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of  Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateeée. 3213 words
Day 2éé 1046 words. Total words to dateé. 4259 words
Day 3¢éé 1858 words. Total words to dateé. 6117 words
Day 4¢éé 1023 words. Total words to dateé.. 7140 words
Day 5é&87 words. Total words to dateé.. 8327 words

Day 6éé X943 words. Total words to dateé 9270 words
Day 7¢éé 1084 words. Total words to dateée 10354 words
Day 8éé 1056 words. Total words to dateée 11410 words
Day 9éé XXXX words. Tot ZAAwodords to dat eé XXX

|l 8m gonna | eave up the numbers for ol & Wes while my sul



doesndt perk up and get with it pretty soon though,
heés done whil e HeGsmff. wr i ting some ot

Total fiction words for the monthééééé 1590

Total fiction words for the yearééééeéé 466631

The Journal, Monday, 9/7: Reading

As you can see from the title of this post, beginning today I'm offering a slightly different format. I'm
including at least a hint at the Topic of the Post in the title. When | don't include a topic for that day, I'll
try to slip something in there to give you an idea of what the post is about.

I'm also going to be removing older posts from the website. They take up unnecessary space, and there's
no need for that. I'll leave some of them up in case anyone wants to scroll back. Maybe a week's worth or
something. But if you enjoy a particular topic or something like that, be sure to save it for yourself.

Rolled out around 3:30 this morning. The trip to the Lower Gila Box was very good, but more exhausting
than | realized. We both (Michael = Dan, and 1) got a lot of good pics. | thought a few of mine would slide
up into the excellent category, but when | opened them on my camputer last night, they just weren't all
that. I'll post a few of them on Facebook later. Probably. Maybe.

Haven't done much this morning but catch up on reading online news and newsletters, emails, etc. Later
today | hope to read more in a book of Bradbury interviews. More about that in the topic below. I'm also
going to mow the yard in a while, and | plan to put together a few daylong seminars. So no fiction writing
today.

No walk today either. Maybe even for the next couple of days. My buddy and | walked only perhaps 3

miles per day on Friday and Saturday, and another mile or so on Sunday before we left to come home. But
a great deal of that walking was on some pretty steep slopes. And it seemed we were always climbing,
never descending. Weird how that works. (grin)

Okay, so rather than boring you with minute by minute details, I'll just say generally today will be some
nonfiction writing, some reading, some exploring a new sales venue | found (I'll report on it later if it
works out), some work out in th e yard, and a lot of sitting under a fan trying not to move so | won't burst
into flames.

Talk with you again mafiana.
Topic of the Post: Reading

Of some significance, while we were camping in New Mexico, | caught up on a bit of reading. Specifically |
read parts of a book called Conversations with Ray Bradbury. Edited by Steven L. Aggelis, this is a
compilation of Interviews with Bradbury, whom | consider to be the best short story writer & and maybe
the best storytellerd of all time.

| strongly recommend thi s book.

The title is not yet available as an ebook (darn it), but | got a mint-condition paperback copy for 99 cents
plus $3.99 (or thereabouts) shipping. If you're interested, just look for the title at Amazon or Barnes &
Noble, then pick which copy you want. | think you won't be disappointed.

In many ways, the writing advice imbedded in Bradbury's responses validates my own beliefs about good
writing practices, including writing into the dark, reading your work aloud and many others.



But | have also learned a few things (in less than a few hours' reading time) that might have taken me
years to learn if | hadn't picked up this book.

Bradbury's process is slightly expanded over my own and over what | teach. He does write strictly from
his subconscious (writing into the dark). But instead of sending his work off to a first reader, he then
reads over his own work, reading aloud, looking carefully to trim anything that is unnecessary to the
work.

He isn't looking to rewrite anything. He isn't looking at sent ence structures. He's looking only to trim the
fat.

The, | believe, he submits the work or publishes it. (I say "I believe" because in one interview, when
pressed, he told the interviewer he makes at least seven passes at his work, cutting more each time.
seriously doubt that is true. | suspect it's something he feeds writers who need to feel that their own
"rewriting" process is valid.)

The point is, remain open to learning. The more open-minded you remain, the more information you can
take in, assessand choose to retain or discard. And the more your skills as a storyteller and writer will
improve.

Todaybs Writing

As | mentioned above, no fiction writing again today. Just kind'a getting used to being back. Also | put
together three daylong seminars I'm planning to offer to the good folks in the greater Phoenix area and
also over in Tucson. We'll see whether anyone's interested.

Here they are just in case you're interested:

Writing Off Into the Dark (daylong writing intensive) & Major subtopics include Heinlein's Rules,
Productivity, Writing Myths, The Difference Between Short and Long Fiction, How to Practice Writing,
The Difference Between Rewriting and Revising (Cycling Back), and a lot more.

Writing the Character Driven Story (good for any length story, daylong writing intensive) 6 Major
subtopics include Where to Get Story Ideas, How to Write from Inspiration, The Importance of Setting

and How to Write It, How to Write an Opening, How to Select a Genre, The Five Senses Exercise, and two
more in-classand take-home exercises.

Smart Self -Publishing (daylong seminar on the publishing side of writing) & Major subtopics include
Why Self-Publishing Instead of "Traditional" Publishing, The Difference Between Self -Publishing and
Subsidy Publishing, Copyright Explained (It Costs Nothing), ISBN and LCCN Explained (Don't Buy Your
Own), Set Yourself Up as an Indie Publisher, Epublishing and Print Publishing, Getting Paid as a Self
Publisher, Your Book Available Worldwide in a Matter of Days, Price Your Ebooks and Print Books
Competitively, The Importance of the Book Cover, Where to Find Cover Art, and a handout listing specific
URLs and recommendations for formatting, print layout and cover design.

So there y'go. If you'd like to have any of these seminars in yourarea, email me
at HarveyStanbrough@gmail.com or leave a comment below.
Fiction Words: XXXX

Writing of Book 9 of the Wes Crowley saga

Day 1éé 3213 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words
Day 21046 words. Total words to dateé.. 4259 words
Day 3éé 1858 words Total words to dateé.. 6117 words
Day 4é¢é 1023 words. Total words to dateé. 7140 words
Day 5éé 1587 words. Total words to dateé. 8327 words
Day 6éé X943 words Totwdrdswords to dateé. 9270


mailto:HarveyStanbrough@gmail.com

Day 7é¢é 1084 words Total words to dateée 10354 words
Day 8éé 1056 words Total words to dateé.. 11410 words
Day 9éé XXXX words Total words to dateé XXXXX words
| dm gonna | eave up the number for ol 6 Wetryaodérilfite my sub
doesndt perk up and get with it pretty soon though, | 6
heds done while I 6m writing some other stuff.

Tot al fiction words for the monthéééeéé 1590

Total fiction words 6668B8lr the year éééeééée 4

The Journal, Tuesday, 9/8: Challenges

Rolled out a little before 2 this morning. | think I'm almost caught up on my rest. Still, not much in the
mood to write, although I'd better GET in the mood as the clock is ticking for the next short story. (gri n)

Again | didn't do much this morning but catch up on more of my preferred reading. Later | also opened all
the pics (over 400) from the Gila trip. | separated out the ones my partner wanted to see and put them in
a special folder to share.(Assoonastrey 6r e synced in my Dropbox, Dan, I 61 1

Went for a walk, though it was more to take more pics than anything else. Still, turned over just less than
four miles. Also managed to take 168 pics. All that in about 2 hours.

Did a little more yar d work after | got back from the walk.
Topic of the Post: Challenges

| was reading Dean's blog post a little while ago. He set a megechallenge for himself. To meet the
challenge, he has to write three novels in September, two in October, three in Novembe and two in

December.That 6 s t en nov elHHesthinking roundr 40,000 to 60tD80.words each.

He's getting a slow start on the first month. He needed to write a novel every 10 days during September,
and today, on the 8th, he's written only about 15,000 words. But he isn't worried.

For one thing, writing "only" two novels during October and December gives him a little catch -up room if
he needs it. For anotherd and this is the biggie d if he "fails" in his challenge and writes "only" 7 novels
or 8 or 9 instead of the 10 novels he plans to write, won't that just be terrible? (grin)

The real value in a challenge is teaching the writer that Failing To Success is a good thing.

| said something similar a few posts back. Even if | stopped writing ri ght now and didn't write anymore
fiction for the rest of the year, | would still end the year with over 466,000 words of publishable fiction.
And all but 11,410 words of that is actual PUBLISHED fiction. This year.

So even if | just stopped right now, | would have "failed" to success.
But that wouldn't be any fun, now would it? (grin)
A New Challenge

Back in July, Dean set himself another challenge. He challenged himself to write 31 short stories in 31
days. He then published them individually as short stor ies, but he also will publish them in a collection
titted The Stories of July (or something like that).



Now seven days of September are already history, but | really need to jumpstart my writing. | need to get
my writing blood pumping again. So I'm setti ng a new goal, publicly. As Andy Griffith would say, fiRight
chere, right now.o(grin)

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for each day in September. Not really that
big a deal. It just means that I'll have to write two stories on seven of the remaining twenty -three days.

(grin)

Now, just so everything's above board, to satisfy the challenge, these have to be actual short stories, not
flash fiction (6 to 99 words) or short -shorts (100 to 2,000 words). So they all have to run over 2,000
words. | don't dictate to my characters how long stories have to be, so | might write some of those shorter
ones too, but if | do they don't count toward the challenge.

Stay tuned. This should be a blast.
Todaybds Writing

Okay, first a note about the Wes Crowley saga. I've set the most recent novel aside for the time being.
From what | can tell, it doesn't feel like being written right now, so that's that. | still feel as if there are at
least two more novels in the story, but we'll just have to wait and see.

I think this is the right thing to do. Book 9 was rough from the beginning, and it isn't supposed to be like
that. On that one thus far, | wrote only 11410 words in 8 days. That's an average (aritmetic mean) of only
1426 words per day. On a rovel full of characters that | love. That isn't me.

So it's off to the races on the challenge. | hope maybe some of you will join me.

Well, a slow start on the "race." (grin) Only 721 words on a brand new story. Absolutely no worries. |
expect to finish this one in an hour or two in the morning, then write a second one. Who knows? Maybe
I'll even knock out a third one tomorrow.

Fiction Words: 0721

Writing of "Untitled about Mavis Harshbarger” (short story)

Day 1é¢é 0721 words. Totarls words to dateé.. 0721 w

Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé.. XXXX words
Total challenge stories for the month......... 0 (Goal is 30)

Total challenge words for the month......... 0721

Total fiction words for t monthéééeéeé 2311 (1590 on W

he
Total fiction wordsforthe year éééééé 467352

The Journal, Wednesday, 9/9: Retraining

One more fairly major change to this blog. I've changed it so the full post appears in your email. You'll still
have the option of reading the whole thing in your browser where it looks a lot better. And of course I'll
continue to hope you will refer this to others, but you can also just read the whole thing in your email now.

This won't help those who don't bother to even open the email, but for those of you who do, maybe this
will make things a little easier.

Rolled out a little before 2 again this morning. Checked email and other stuff while waking up.



Unfortunately, | was distracted so failed to write during the first two hours of the day.

Sometimes email or Facebook or an article in one of thenewsletters | get distracts me too much. | might
need to go straight to writing, then go to emails and all of that after two or three writing sessions (so
around 5 or 6 a.m.) Maybe [I'll try that for a day or two. | mention this only in case you might also have
this problem occasionally.

So today | allowed myself to be distracted, then wrote this blog post and now it's almost time for my walk.

Becoming a professional writer takes some retraining, and some of it is ongoing. Like you, I'm learning as
| go. Much more on all this in the Topic below.

I'll go out to walk about 6. Then back here to write.

Good walk. Left my camera in the pickup and just walked. Planned on 6 miles, but at mile 3 | decided to
go for 8. Then about halfway to that | realized | was being stupid and cut it off. Ended up with 7.4 miles at
just over 18 minutes per mile. Not bad for an old guy. Turns out | could have made 8. I'll put that in the
bank for another time.

Topic of the Post: Retraining
Well, all of that was a good lead-in to the topic of retraining.

If you want to become a professional writer, or if you want to become a more prolific professional writer,
chances are you need to change a few habits. That's the retraining I'm talking about.

This is something nobody else can do foryou. It's a lonely, internal endeavor.

Others can give you motivation, tools and suggestions that you can use in your retraining, but that's as far
as they can walk with you along this very private path.

What keyed my own retraining way back in early 2014was r eadi ng Dean Wesl ey
How to Write a Novel in Ten Days. He ghosted a complete 70,000 word novel, under contract, in ten days.
He blogged about the experience as he did it, then published those blog posts as a book.

When | first started retraining myself to be a writer, | adjusted my personal day to replace a few hours
that to me were wasted. | replace those with hours during which | could work. That's why | go to bed at 7
or so.

The time from 7 to 11 p.m. holds little value to me. | would do nothing but sit on the couch and stare at the
TV, slowly numbing my mind. So | sleep during those hours.

From 2 to 6 a.m., it's quiet and | can work, so | substitute those hours for the ones | cut.

Those hours, that schedule, is pretty much alll have left of my original retraining. But what | do during
that time has slipped severely. So here | am, having to retrain myself again. In case they'll help you in your
own endeavors, here are the main points of my own retraining:

1 I'll keep the hours | have now, but I'll use the early hours (2 to 6 a.m.) for writing.

1 In all writings, 1 will strive to give my subconscious free reign and Write Off Into the
Dark.

T | will adhere to Heinlein's Rules.

1 I'll get off the break -every-hour schedule. Dean does this ® | thought I'd try it. It doesn't

work for me. As often as not, forcing myself to take a break after an hour or so kills the story I'm

Smith?o



working on. I'll continue to take breaks when I'm tired, even if only to get up and move around a
bit, but | won't limit those to a particular time frame or word count.

1 I'll spend no more than a half-hour on wake-up time. During that time I'll consider my
progress and make necessary adjustments in my current challenge. Might also use the¢ime to
revisit goals, etc.

1 As part of my retraining, tomorrow morning (and on the mornings that follow) I will
write for at least two hours before my walk (fiction only).
1 I'll continue to walk on most days. Gotta do it, and | like it anyway.

And I'll continue to post this blog as a journal for myself and in the hopes my mistakes will help someone
else.

My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for each day in September.

To satisfy the challenge, these have to be actual short stories, meang they have to be over 2,000 words.
If | write anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge.

Stay tuned.

Todaybs Writing

Still stuck in a slow start on the challenge. Every story is different. In this one, I'm work ing to add a lot of
depth through the characters' physical senses, so I'm doing a lot of cycling back. It's similar in a way to
rewriting, except you do it as you go and it's all done in creative voice (from the subconscious). In other
words I'm not making any conscious decisions regarding word choice or sentence structure or anything
like that.

| finished this one, but at times it was rough going. Not smooth and not as much fun as it should have
been. The fun was more in the dialogue exchange among the chaacters and in weaving the setting into
that through the senses of the characters.

I won't do a second one today, that's for sure. As | said, | allowed myself to be distracted, and that slowed
me down a lot.

Tomorrow morning I'll get up with a new story id ea and go for it.

Fiction Words: 1762

Writing of "Finding Harold Harshbarger" (short story)
Day 1éé 0721 wordate&€otabD7®ar dertde d
Day 2éé 1762 words. Total words to dateé.. 2483

One thing about these storiesd | just have to wr ite them. | don't have to rush to slap a cover on them
and publish them. All of that's going to come later, although | will pick one each week to be the story for
that week. At the end of the month if I'm successful in my challenge | should have 40 publica tions: 30
individual stories, six 5 -story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The
Stories of September.

Total challenge stories for the month......... 1 (Goal is 30)

Total challenge words for the month......... 2483

Totalfict i on wor ds f oré ét h4e0 7nBo n(t1h569€0é on We s)

Total fiction words for the yearéééeéée 469114

The Journal, Thursday, 9/10: Life Happens

wor ds



Checked email first thing this morning per usual. | received a request to write a foreword for an anthology
being published by Creative Writing Institute. I've told them I'll do it.

Rolled out a little after 2 this morning. By 3 a.m. | was writing. Yay! The retraining is in progress.

| wrote awhile with a couple breaks, then went to walk a local arroyo about 6. Again left my camera in the
pickup and just walked. Finished with 5.8 miles and got back here around 9.

Then | remembered a drab but beautiful little flower that appeared in the background of a pic | took a few
days ago. So on the spur of the moment, | decided to dive out that road, find the flowering plant, find that
flower and capture it. Got it and was back within another hour. It's a road | walk on a lot out here so |
know it pretty well. | pinpointed the flowering plant | wanted by looking at the pic | took be fore that one
and the pic | took after it. (grin)

When | got back | had a stack of emails waiting, many from the folks for whom [ will write the foreword,
so | responded to those, spent a little time on Facebook posting pics, then got a shower. Now it's hon
(where does the time go?) and I'm turning to my writing 'puter.

Hey, life happens. When it does, you roll with it, then start writing. No matter what happens, if you're a
writer, you write.

Right now in my retraining, I'm focusing on writing first thi ng in the morning. Got that done this
morning, so success there. Tomorrow I'll do the same thing. When that becomes habit, I'll begin
expanding the hours and calming down the rest of the day.

But for today, good enough.
Topic of the Post: No topic tonight beyond the above
My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for each day in September. To satisfy the
challenge, these have to be actual short stories, meaning they have to be over 2,000 words. If | writ e
anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge. Stay tuned.

Todaydés Writing

Usually, when | write a short story it all comes flooding out in a few to severalhours in one day. Maybe
two or three times in my life have | taken longer than one day to write a short story. And then | took two
days to write "Finding Harold Harshbarger." And now, apparently, I'm going to take two days to write my
current WIP, a short story about a mob accountant who turned state's witness and is in withess
protection.

That's okay. Even though I'm not officially throwing in the towel on the challenge for this month, I'm not
suffering under any illusions that I'll actually pull it off at this point. I'll leave it in place as a personal
incentive, but probably I'll use the rest of this month to retrain myself and get my writing pump going
again.

As | wrote above, for today, good enough.At least my daily word count is climbing back up to respectable
levels.

Fiction Words: 2327



Writing of "Unt itled about mob accountant” (short story)
Day 1é¢é 2327 words. Total words
Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words

to dateé.. 2327 words
to dateé.. XXXX words |
One thing about these storiesd | just have to write them. | don't have to rush to slap a cover on them and

publish them. All of that's going to come later, although | will pick one each week to be the story for that

week. At the end of the month if I'm successful in my challenge | should have 40 publications: 30

individual stories, six 5 -story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The Stories

of September.

Total challenge stories for the month...... 1 (Goal is 30)

Total challenge words for the month...... 4810

Total fiction words for the month............ 6400 (1590 on Wes)
Total fiction words for the year............... 471441

The Journal, Friday, 9/11: Going On the Cheap

Up right at 2 this morning. Again, by 3 a.m. | was writing. That'll work. The retraining continues. I'm
noticing | seem to have less selfdiscipline the older | get. Is that how it's supposed to work?

No walking today. With over 7 miles two days ago and almost 6 miles yesterday, I'm taking a day off from
walking.

Okay, got a lot of writing done today as well as a cover for "Finding Harold." It will be the story of the
week for next Monday.

That's really about all that happened today. Since the topic is so long, I'll curtail the rest of this.
Topic of the Post: Going on the Cheap
Don't do it. There. End of lecture.

If you're a writer and if you're serious about your work and if you want others to take you seriously, invest
in your product (your writing, your cover, your book).

You can invest the time to educate yourself and the money in professional programs so you can create
your own eformatting and print layout and ebook and print covers OR you can invest money in paying
professionals to do those things for you.

What brought this up?

| recently was privy to see a complete and utter piece of literary garbage that was (from the front matter of
the book) "pri nted with the Espresso Book Machine at The University of Arizona Main Library." | kid you
not.

| can't say whether the author believes his book has now been published by the U of A (it hasn't) or what.
Maybe he uses the service because it's free. | donknow. What the "Espresso Book Machine" turned out
was so terrible, | won't even do the few minutes' research to find out what it costs, whether it's free, or
anything else about it.

What | will tell you is this: Garbage in, garbage out. Even if your writin g is excellent, if the formatting of
the document you feed into the maching looks like garbage, what you get back will look like garbage.



Herebs my brief review. Remember, this is all formatti

person who formatted it had only cared enough about his final product to take his time.

The Table of Contents- The title of this page (Table of Contents) was in the same font, same size, and
same attribute (normal, not bold, etc.) as the listing below it. Capitalizatio n of titles varied within the TOC
and from TOC to actual story. The TOC itself was hokey. First was the title of the story, then a space, then
the word page (yes, lowercase) and then a span of pages, for example-B6.

Overall Layout of the Book - The inside front cover (apparently) was the only title page. The title was at
the top, the author's name was near the bottom, and a page number was at the center bottom. (The title
page should not be numbered.) There was no publishing information on the title page. (Usually the
publishing company name is displayed there.)

The next page is the copyright page. It stated the year of copyright, but failed to mention in whose name
the book is copyrighted. Skip a line and insert a dedication. Skip another line and insert permission for
teachers to reprint parts for classroom use. Skip one more line and add a simple disclaimer. Then skip a
few lines and insert a brief paragraph blaming the Espresso Book Machine for this travesty, although that
isn't how they put it. Oh, and lest we forget, the copyright page is numbered page 2.

Page 3 is the previously discussed TOC, and the first story begins on page 4, a recto. Later in the book,
some stories began on the verso (left page of an open book, as they should) and some on thecto (right
page of an open book).

Finally, on most pages the text begins at the top of the page, but on some it begins one or two lines down.

Title of the Stories - The titles of the stories were the same font, font size and font attribute as the body d
the stories. (Usually the title is at least bold attribute and/or a larger font size.)

As | mentioned in the section on the TOC above, the titles of the stories varied with regards to
capitalization. The position of the titles at the top of the page also varied. Some were left justified and
some were centered. Apparently no standard was applied.

The Body of the Stories- The body of the first story was double-spaced with no extra spacing between
paragraphs and with the first line of paragraphs indented. | t would have been perfect if it were single-
spaced. (Remember, this is for a print book.) Hyphenation obviously was not turned on. As a result the
text is broken with rivers of wide white space running diagonally through the text. All of that is from page

4 (beginning of the story) through the first full paragraph on page 8. After that there was an extra space
between that paragraph and the next. Then it returned to no spacing after paragraphs until page 13, where
the anomaly happened again. Then it continued normally again until page 17 where the anomaly occurred
twice in a row. The story ended suddenly without any sort of signifier such as "The End" or a series of
asterisks or "Go Away."

The second story was formatted differently. This one was left justified, single spaced, with a space after
each paragraph, and without first-line indents. Great for a blog post. Not so much for a story in a
collection.

The third story was formatted the same as the second, except in some places it looked as if there was no
space between two paragraphs.

The next several stories were formatted the same as the second and third, with no firstline indent, block
paragraphs, left justified, and a space between paragraphs. Except sometimes there were two spaces
between paragraphs.

This truly was an ugly, ugly book.



Now, to be fair, the Expresso Book Machine is ONLY a machine. It was not at fault for this piece of
garbage. Whoever formatted the Word file for the author was at fault. The author should fire whoever laid
out this trave sty, immediately and with prejudice.

Do you understand? If you put out a piece of garbage like this, it won't matter how good the writing is
because the reader won't get that far.

My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for each day in September. To satisfy the
challenge, these have to be actual short stories, meaning they have to be over 2,000 words. If | write
anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge.

Stay tuned.
Todayobés Writing
Finished the Harold Nickel story, then got a good start on another one, so I'm happy.

Fiction Words: 3858

Writing of "Harold Nickel's Last Dime" (short story)

Day 1éé 2327 words. Total words to dateé 2327 words
Day 2¢éé 20@WGB2 wWwtal words to dateé.. 4329 words (done)
Writing of "The Old Jenkins Place" (short story)

Day 1éé¢ 1856 words. Total words to dateé.. 1856 words
Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé.. XXXX words

One thing about these storiesd | just have to write them. | don't have to rush to slap a cover on them and
publish them. All of that's going to come later, although | will pick one each week to be the story for that
week. At the end of the month if I'm successful in my challenge | should have 40 publications: 30
individual stories, six 5 -story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The Stories
of September.

Total challenge stories for the month...... 2 (Goal is 30)
Total challenge words for the month...... 8668
Total fictio n words for the month............ 10258 (1590 on Wes)

Total fiction words for the year............... 475299

September12,2015

Up a little before 2 this mornin g. Writing before 3:30. A little delay this morning because | was (and am)
tending to my kitten.


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-saturday-912/

Yesterday, something outside scared her badly. She raced in, then through the house looking for a place to
hide. For some r eason sabeeunddrithe bed.tinstdad sheeraniback intethe s af e pl
kitchen, up on the counter, then up on the cabinets. The tops of those are nearly eight feet off the floor.

She was stuck there because there was no room to turn around. | ran back into my office to get a sl
chair so | could get her down, but by the time | got back she had already jumped to the tile floor. In the
process she hurt her | eft hip. Now sheds having troubl

So I 6m kind of wat chi lmbyingherandstonr t hi s morni ng,

I donét think she broke anything, but either way she h.
free spirit so | have to watch to make sure she doesnodt
injury.

For example, herf ood b owl is in a broad window alcove next to r
After she eats, she wants to jump straight to the hard floor, so | watch and redirect her to go off the front

of my desk onto a chair, and then from there to the floor.

So | guess thatoll be the next few days.

This falls into the Life Happens category, and in this case, it takes precedence over everything else.

No wal king again today. | dondt want to be out playing
something she isndt up to right now.

After | filed this post yesterday | put together a cov:
writing today, I hope to get the formatting done on t hi
today.

Oh,just in case youb6bre wondering, I &dm sticking to my one

free story of the week was written during that week.

BN

Update: Fi ni shed the | ast story, AExotic, 06 at aibtout 4: 30.
D2D. The numbers are below. Makes me feel like a real writer again.

Topic of the Post: Writing When You Can

Someti mes, |l i ke today, l'ife intervenes in your writing
writing. Most of the time it mere ly adjusts the times that you write and the length of time during which

you are able to write.

Some people (I am one of them) are fortunate in that they can slip into and out of the Alpha state of
consciousness at will. Most people can, actually, thoughmest peopl e arenét aware they

But they do. Let me prove it. When you were in school taking a test, were you ever stuck for an answer
even though it was right on the tip of your mind? Did you put your pencil to your lips and roll your eyes
upward, as if the answers were written on the ceiling?

Yep, most of wus did that. And most of the time, the an:
|l 81l bet you do the same thing when youdbre wraiting and
word. You roll your eyes up or you stare off into space for a moment. And often as not, the word comes to

you.

The physical act of rolling your eyes up triggers Alpha and accesses the subconscious. The physical act of



staring off into space slows the ekctrical activity in the mind to Alpha rates as well.

And thatdés why this technique worKks. Because we are ac!/
Alpha for a moment.

Okay, so why is the ability to slip into Alpha at will important? Because Alpha i s the beginning stage of
what we call the subconsicous. And the subconscious is MUCH better at telling stories than the conscious,
critical mind.

So writing when you can 8 Most people, writers included, have more time available to them than they

know. Most of the writing | get done today will be in ten minute to half -hour increments. If you write

about a thousand words per hour (thatés only 17 words |
minutes or 250 in a quarter -hour. Do that several times during the day (when you can) and the words will

build up into the thousands. And the story will get finished.

So dondét worry about it. When you have a few minutes, :
already up on the screen) and just have fun. Immerse yourself for a few minutes or a halfhour or an hour
in the sheer joy of running through the scene with your characters, writing down what they say and do.

Which is where |1 6m going right now.

My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1,1 will writ e at least 30 new short stories, one for eachday in September. To satisfy the
challenge, thesehave to be actual short stories, meaning they have to be over 2,000 words. If | write
anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge. Stay tuned.

T o d a YMiiteg

Writing around the kitten was a challenge in itself, b
any amount of writing today, so it all turned out really well. Super well. And all of it was writing in smal |

i ncrement s. I hope in another day or two sheo6l |l be bacl

to our usual roles.
Fiction Words: 4531

Writing of i T h@ld Jenkins P | a c(ghart story)
Day 1éé 1856 words. Total words to dateé.. 1856 words
Day2¢é 1357 words. Total words to dateé.. 3213 words (do

Writing of A E x o t ($hartdstory)
Day 1éé 3174 words. Total words to dateé.. 3174 words

Onething about thesestories d | just have to write them. | d o nhéve to rush to slap a cover on them
and publish them. All of t h adoifgsto comelater, although | will pick one eachweek to be the story for
that week. At the end of the month if I 6 successfulin my challenge | should have 40 publications: 30
individual stories, six 5-story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The
Stories of September.

Total challenge stories for the monthéé 4 (Goal is 30)
Total challenge words for the monthéé 13199
Total fiction words for the monthéééé 14789 (1590 on W

Total fictionwords f or t he year éeéééé 479830

The Journal, Sunday, 9/13: Writing When You Can



Up right at 3 this morning. The writing and tending to the kitten took their toll so | slept longer than
usual, but she seems to be doing much better this morning. She spent a lot otime yesterday and last
night resting and healing.

It's odd how much she can put up with and how stoic she is about it. Humans could learn a great deal
from little wonders like my girl. I've learned tons from her, not that all of it stuck.

I'll get a littl e slower start to writing this morning, but I'm probably not gonna walk today so that adds a
couple hours back in.

Stinkin' coyotes are screaming this morning. Whoever first named those things "song dogs" must have
been tone deaf. Or drunk. Or just a moron. Or maybe he was one of those guys who rubbed his palms
together a lot while drooling through a smile and watching children being ripped apart by wild dogs. Ugh.

| did get to watch a little of the LSU @ Mississippi State game before | sacked out. Man, its like those LSU
guys are from another planet. Geaux Tigers! | was also pleased to see this morning that Arizona and
Oklahoma both won their games. And | guess Arizona put over 40 points on the scoreboard for two weeks
in a row now.

Didn't drop by Dean's site yesterday so | did that as part of my waking up ritual this morning. Great post. |
recommend it. All about the value of having the right writing group. If you just go to his site instead of
clicking on this link, you'll have to scroll down when you get there.

| wrote the topic below, and now, as a thin line of pre-predawn blue draws across the eastern horizon, I'm
turning to my writing 'puter. Back later with zults and results.

I wrote for awhile on "Desecration,” a new story. Then | went outside for a little while, then came back in
and created a new cover for the story. Then | remembered | needed to upload the four new covers | did
earlier to my Short Fiction page on my website. There are now 107 covers on that page, including the
cover for the story I'm writing today. (grin)

Finished "Desecration" and published it to D2D. That distributor provides an incredible experience. From
the time | click Add New Book to the time I click Publish, it takes about 3 minutes.

Compare that to Amazon where the site se&ms to load FOREVER. And the process, when it's
uninterrupted, takes around 20 minutes. Ugh. Smashwords falls somewhere between those two, but I'm
not using Smashwords anymore. It isn't worth the effort. More on that in the topic tomorrow.

Topic of the Pos t: Revising Goals and Challenges

Some days you eat the bear, and some days the bear eats you. And that's fine, as long as you aren't dealing
with, you know, an actual bear.

We set goals and challenges for a specific purpose. My purpose most often is to spumyself to greater
heights with my writing. When the goal or challenge begins to falter in that purpose, it's time to draw back
and take another look at it.

Can you do that? Of course. There are three overall truisms about goals and challenges:
If you achieve your goal, nothing happens except maybe you feel good for a little while.

If you DON'T achieve your goal, also nothing happens. Except maybe you say "Darn it" and try again when
the goal resets.



But if you change your goal for whatever reason, somethng DOES happen. You are invigorated. You have
given new life to your endeavor, and you have given yourself the little push you need to continue.

A few days ago, | wrote that I'm not fooling myself into believing | can actually meet my goal of writing 30
short stories during the month of September. For the record, that's 25 more short stories of at least 2,000
words each over the next 18 days (starting today). The problem is that "story" is not a set value.

If a "story" was exactly 2,000 words, | would know | have to write 50,000 words in the next 18 days. Is
that doable? Absolutely. That's less than my former daily goal of 3000 words per day.

But a story isn't exactly 2,000 words. For example, the five I've written for the challenge thus far were
2485, 3213,4329, 3174 and 2191 words. So I'm just sayin', there's not a real good chance I'm going to meet
this goal and accomplish this challenge.

Still, I'm not quite ready to throw in the towel yet. To meet the goal and accomplish the challenge | have to
write on e story every day for the rest of the month PLUS seven stories. So for one week, | have to write
two stories per day.

| finished my story for today AND created the cover and published it before noon. So | could easily write
another story today, though I mi ght not ‘cause | might wimp out and watch football. (grin) Life happens,
right? At least once a week.

But CAN | write two stories per day? Yep. As long as | think of them as "stories" instead of thinking of the
number of words in them. It's almost impossib le to write 10,000 words in a day. It isn't nearly as difficult
to write two stories, both of which happen to be around 5,000 words long. (grin)

Now | do have a backup plan just in case | don't reach my goal, and if | have to invoke it, I'll even pay an
appropriate penalty. But I'll tell you about that if | don't get 30 stories out on or before September 30.

Man, this is a lot of writing, isn't it? But will it hurt me in any way, shape or form?
Uhhh NO.

At the end of this period of insanity | will have a LO T more short stories in my personal canon and
(MUCH more imporantly) | will have jumpstarted my writing habit again.

You just can't put a price on that.
My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for eac h day in September. To satisfy the
challenge, these have to be actual short stories, meaning they have to be over 2,000 words. If | write
anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge. Stay tuned.

Todayobés Writing

A pretty good day. | wrote "Desecration” and got a good start on "The Day They Came" which feels like it's
going to be science fiction. | should be able to finish it tomorrow and then write another one to go with it.

Fingers crossed. | need some twestory days. (grin)

Fiction Words: 3628



Writing of fADébogstaryat i ono
Day 1é¢é 2191 words. Total words to dateé.. 2191 words |

Writing of fAThe Dehortsionypy Cameod

Day 1é¢é 1437 words. Total words to dateé.. 1437 words

Day 2éé XXXX worrddss .t ol odtaatle émwo. XXXX words (done)

One thing about these storiesd |  j ust have to write them. | dondt have

publish them. Al of thatés going to come | ater, althol
week. At the end of the month if 1 &dm successful in my chal

individual stories, six 5-story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The Stories
of September.

Total challenge s€obi é¢&Sohdbri sh&80mont hé

Total challenge words for the monthéé 16827

Total fiction words for the monthéééé 18417 (1590 on W
Total fiction words for the yearééééé 483458

The Journal, Monday, 9/14: Farewell, Smashwords, and Why

Up right a little before 2 this mo rning. Email responses and playing catch up with a little reading filled the
first half -hour of the day. I didn't drop by Dean's site a second time yesterday so | did that as part of my
waking up ritual this morning.

By the way, if you haven't heard of Staybundle.com, check it out. | don't buy every bundle that comes out,
but every now and then they have one | can't refuse. Basically, you pay what you want for a LOT of great
reading.

The URL for the current bundle is http://storybundle.com/disasters . Once you sign up, they'll send you
announcements of other bundles. And free stuff. Like right now, a free issue of Lightspeed Magazine.

(grin)

Guess I'll write the topic now. Then I'll write fiction f or awhile, and then a walk (finally, after a few days
off).

Took longer to write the topic than | thought it would. Finally to writing.

| screwed up. | relented and let the little girl out this morning while it was still dark. Again, something
scared the quffing out of her. When | let her in she began racing through the house like she did two days
ago.

This time | corraled her quickly, brought her into my office and shut the door. But then | had to spend
some time alternately catching her, petting her, telling her everything's all right. | shut the blinds on my
two open windows so she couldn't see outside and that helped a lot. (Sure wish we could adjust our vision
so we could see like they do at times.)

Still it took a good half-hour to calm her enough sol could open my office door without fear of her
climbing to the top of the cabinets and inadvertently harming herself again. Now she's lying on a Navajo
rug just outside my open office door so | can see her and she can see me. Three times she walked oveeite
and rubbed against my legs while I'm typing. Just making sure I'm still here.


http://storybundle.com/disasters

| understand. Fear is one of the very few universal emotions, something we all share on this little blue
rock. And anyone who believes the other creatures on this planet arenot "self-aware" is really stuck in the
collective human 'holier -than-everything' attitude.

Back to my story for a bit before my walk.

Had a good walk of just over 5 miles, then back here to read Dean's post where | found exciting news. It
was so good | threw together a special post over on my main blog and sent it out earlier today. See News
Flash below.

Now back to my writing.

News Flash

Turns out ebooks are NOT declining as reported by traditional publishing's "big 5." Turns out, INDIE
published ebooks are taking a lot larger market share. Ebook sales actually are INCREASING. Great news
in this wonderful new world of publishing.

See for yourself atAuthor Earnings Report. Seriously, if you're a writer, you want to read and understand
this.

I urge you also to visit the website of Dean Wesley Smithwhere he provides a brief discussion of this. Very
interesting stuff.

Topic of the Post: Farewell, Smashwords, and Why
Yesterday | started the topic of the post with "Some days you eat the bear, and some days the bear eats
you." That's true for today's post as well.

Backin 2011, during the first year of the "gold rush" of electronic publishing, I signed up for a
Smashwords account. Today, | have 143 books (nonfiction, novels, short stories and collections) published
with them.

When | finished a work, whatever it was, first | published it to Smashwords. | allowed them to distribute it
for me to 12 of 13 sales venues (all but Amazon). Then | published it to Amazon.

Enter Draft2Digital http://draft2digital.com, a sleek new company that does what Smashwords does but
MUCH more quickly and efficiently. They distribute to the same "big six" that Smashwords distributes to
(Apple, B&N, Kobo, Inktera, Oyster, and Scribd) plus Tolino, a growing ebook store in Germany that was
created specifically to rival Amazon.

Yesterday, | published a short story to D2D and Amazon, but for the first time, did NOT publish it to
Smashwords. Why? Because then I'd have to clunk my way through the "opt out" radio buttons thirteen
times so Smashwords would not distribute it (because D2D is distributing it ).

Now admittedly, if | HAD done all that, the story would still be available in the Smashwords store, and I'm
always advising writers to sell in as many markets as possible. But the thing is, having to spend a hal
hour clunking around on Smashwords' site just so a short story will be in their store... well, it simply isn't
worth the time.

Another thing, through the Smashwords online store I've sold mostly nonfiction. And most of that I've

sold when I've created coupons for it, and then advertised the coupns. Again, it's a lot of effort for very
few sales.

I'm not lazy when it comes to expending necessary effort, but any time | spend uploading etc. is part of my
investment in my writing. Since it's part of the investment, | have to consider what return the effort will
yield.


http://authorearnings.com/report/september-2015-author-earnings-report/
http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/new-author-earnings-report-a-stunner/

Here are a few stark numbers:

1 At Amazon.com it takes me about 15 minutes from clicking Create New Title to clicking Publish IF
the process is uninterrupted by Amazon's ridiculous page-loading times and jumping around.
Probably the average time is 20 to 25 minutes. However, Amazon is currently my best venue, so
the frustration, while annoying, is worthwhile.

1 At Smashwords.com it takes me about 10 minutes to go from entering the title of my book to
clicking Publish at the bottom of the for m.

o Butthen I have to go to their ISBN Manager to assign an ISBN for distribution to some of
the big six as well as several tiny library venues (where I've never sold a book).

o Then | have to go to their Channel Manager. There | have to find my book (there are three
pages) and then click thirteen "opt out" radio buttons one at a time so Smashwords will
not distribute to anyone except the Smashwords.com online store.

o Even after I've done all that, even though I've opted out of distribution to every place that
requires an ISBN, | continue to see a message saying | need to assign an ISBN to my
books. Very, very clunky system. | skip over the ISBN Manager since | no longer use them
for distribution, but using the Channel Manager easily adds another 10 minutes and
roughly half a ton of frustration to the process. Not worth it.

1 And D2D. Ahh, D2D. At Draft2Digital.com it takes me about 3 minutes from Add New Book to
Publish. On the final page | check the stores to which | want them to distribute my work (so seven
checkmarks), verify that the work is either mine or that | have the rights to publish it, and I'm
done. They assign an ISBN for the venues that require it, but | don't have to do anything with that.

D2D does for me what Smashwords does but in a lot less timeand with absolutely zero frustration. Score!

So for me, it's bye-bye to Smashwords. | might put my major publications (novels, collections) up in their
store, but frankly | doubt it. | really REALLY don't like having to "opt out” 13 times per publication.

Now I'm a fair guy, so | will be addressing this issue with Mark Coker soon. Well, relatively soon. |
probably won't do so until I've moved my major nonfiction books over to D2D. Anyway, I'll keep you
updated, but | think he's pretty entrenched in the way he does things.

So it's like this. Five years ago, he and his company were on the cutting edge of ebook publishing and
distribution. Today they're eating dust from every other major player.

If you have any questions about any of this, I'd be happy to try to answer them for you. Please ask in the
comments section below.

My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for each day in September. To satisfy the
challenge, these have to be actual short stories, meaning they have to be over 2,000 words. If | write
anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge. Stay tuned.

Todaybs Writing

Well enough, | guess, but | was on this particular story much longer than | wanted to be. A lot of cycling
back on this one as it kept twisting and turning. A lot of fun though. | hoped to finish this one today and
write another, but I'll have to save that for another day.

Fiction Words: 2511

Writing of fAThe Dehortsionypy Cameo
Day 143%7 1lwords. Total words to dateé.. 1437 words

Day 2éé 2511 words. Total words to dateé.. 3948 words



One thing about these storiesd | j ust have to write them. I dondét have
and publish them. Al laterpdthough lanll pick ong eaichmgek to de tle storg for

that week. At the end of the month if I &dm successful i
individual stories, six 5 -story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The

Stories of September.

Total challenge st o(Gbais30f or the mont héé 6

Total challenge words for the monthéé 19338

Total fiction words for the monthéééé 20928 (1590 on W
Total fiction words for the yearééééé 485969

September 15, 2015
Up right at 2 this morning at my little g i rirlsigtence.| t al good. S h ea@sod baby.

| 0 bming lazy this morning. It took me over an hour to email aresponseto alady who runs a
nonprofit. Stuff about how to do things on her WordPress website. Yep, | still h a v elearddd.
Well, they either take the adviceor theyd o nldit s tiké t 0 getting royalties. Yawn.

| sawa video (posted it on my Facebookthis morning) in which a guy hung out on a street
corner. To passersby,he offered, absolutely free, either alarge bar of He r s hchocdate or a
silver ingot worth $150. In every case,they could take either one. In every case,they chosethe
chocolate. Oh yes,yes.| know those people. Sigh.

| also heard a classicthis morning from arespondent (and | am paraphrasing the dialogue
here): i Y 6 k m affered this incredibly helpful product of mine absolutely free to 1,000 people
and not one of them took me up on it. Guessl needto offer it to alot largergr oup . 0

Yeah,okay. T h a wdrK. $eriously? Shrug. Everybody needsa hobby.
No walk today at all. Just being and writing.

Okay, listen closely. Here, come closer. | gotta whisper so my subconsciousd o e sheadme.
Ready?

My short stories do not want me to meet my goal and accomplish my challengethis month. |
sweart h e yagainst me.

Here | am needing to write two per day, and the stories are coming out longer and longer. |
w 0 nhi &ble to write two a day when eachstory is 4000 words or thereabouts, despite what |
said a few daysagowhen | was feeling very cavalier about the whole thing.

Ugh. Sol 6just gonnado what | alwaysdo at atime like this: remember to have fun. Writing

i s mvdrk. | t fénsIf it waswork, | 6&fidd something elseto do. | know | would, 6 ¢ a U & s=en
me do it. Sol 6 gonnahave fun and enjoy the characters and what they sayand do. The goal
and the challenge are secondary. The characters and the fun comefirst.

| hopet h ahow you look at your writing too. Remind yourself to have fun. Run and play with
your friends.

Anyway, | posted the story | finished yesterdayasnext Mo n d asypo ef the week.| t tBedirst
SF1 6 wriéten in awhile, and | evenlike it.



This morning | wrote for awhile on a new one, then got a shower and ate alittle breakfast, then
cameback to writing. Then | played with my kitten for awhile ( s h de@pingin the window
now) and cameback to writing again.

As| o6wmiting this, | 6 also eating lunch, and then | 6gb Back to writing.

Currently in my challenge,| 6 written 6 storiesout of 30. Today is the 15th. That leavesme 16
days (including today) to write 24 short stories. That means| haveto write one short story every
day, and on 8 days| haveto write two. Yeah,w e | W & &Gedel(grin)

Well, | guessthe n u mb egondasstay at 6 for another day. If so, beginning tomorrow | haveto
write one new story every day plus two stories on nine days. Hmmm.

Topic of the Post: No topic today beyond what | wrote above about having fun.

My Current Challengeand Goal

Before October 1,1 will write at least 30 new short stories, one for eachday in September.To
satisfy the challenge, these have to be actual short stories, meaning they haveto be over 2,000
words. If | write anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the
challenge. Stay tuned.

T o d a YWaitig

Well, the trend continues. And this one might actually be the beginning of anovella or novel. |
honestly d o nkaow. | only know it feelslike the end is nowhere in sight, sothis one might be
around for awhile evenas| write other short stories pastit. At leastl 6hma v fum @rin)

Fiction Words: 3405

Writing of i T MSingeing of Norval B a b i n gshart)story or something)
Day 1 é 6405 words. Total wordstod a t 3405 words
Day 2 é éXXXX words. Total wordsto d a t eXeXXX words (done)

Onething about these stories d | just haveto write them. | d o nhévie to rush to slap a coveron
them and publish them. All of t h agoifigsto come later, although | will pick one eachweekto be
the story for that week. At the end of the month if | 6 successfulin my challengel should have
40 publications: 30 individual stories, six 5-story collections, three 10-story collections, and
maybe one book titled The Stories of September.

Total challenge stories for the mo n t h &(€oalis 30)

Total challengewords for the mo nt h 2843

Total fiction words forthemo nt h é €4383 (1590 on Wes)
Total fiction words for they e ar é é 489%&74

September 16, 2015

Well, rolled out a little before 2 this morning. | was wide awake when | got wup, but
the day.

My hobby is photography. | started it mostly so | could take my own cover shots for my books. | have a
decent DSLR (Sony SLT A65) and some limited knowledge how to take good pics. Like writing, it takes
practice more than anything else.



But | have very limited technical knowledge re the mechanical inner workings. Recently the image sensor
in my camera got some dust on it, and of course those show up in the pics.

I dondét |1 i ke t o thkectheno sollpadto find & veay to eefart thee camkera without
damaging it.

Finally this morning | took a couple hours to find the right manual online. Downloaded it, read the
instructions, cleaned the image sensor (first automatically, then tested it, th en manually) and the next
shot | took was clean. Score!

No walk today again. Just being and writing and overcoming the sense that | want to go to sleep for
awhile.

Anyway, after cleaning the camera and writing this and the topic below, | moved over to the writing
computer to spend some more time with Norval Babineaux.

Topic of the Post: Challenges
Yesterday | got flippant and said my short stories don:
saying the stories are in command. Which is another way ofsaying my subconscious is in command.

Now thatdés great for word count goal s, but not necessa
story (or two) every day or the current challenge of completing 30 short stories by the end of this month.

But although goals and challenges are wonderful motivators, the key to writing both well and prolifically

is to have fun. That was kind of my point yesterday. Sorry for the flippancy and any confusion.

Anyway, back to challenges. Do any of you have any onging challenges? Have you set any recurring
writing goals? If so, have you broadcast it to others whom you know will support your efforts?

I hope i tbds all of the above. I f not, I urge you to gi
anot her, | wono6t be quite so alone in my insanity. (grin

If you need an additional motivation, Ray Bradbury himself advised those who would be writers to write
at |l east a thousand words a day, every dayTh®Ofe@&our se,
always a story or a chapter or a scene to finish.

Anyway, as | wrote in a response to a comment yesterday, my current challenge is more tongue in cheek at

this point than realistic for me. That ddagandibthe mean s o]
next 15 days | would have to write 24 short stories. S
story on nine days. Possible? Yes. Probable or even plausible (for me)? Nuh uh.

Still, I 61 1 | eave it something betiec. @hiah is probablylgoing  been themextwi t h
few days.(grin)

My Current Challenge and Goal

Before October 1, | will write at least 30 new short stories, one for each day in September. To satisfy the
challenge, these have to be actual shortstories, meaning they have to be over 2,000 words. If | write
anything shorter than that, it will count on my numbers but not toward the challenge. Stay tuned.

Todaybés Writing

Well, not as much as 16d |iked | rig @ bltjearlylha\w(mneriorto a fra:
about another 1500 words, but | dono6t have the brain f
Fiction Words: 2509

Wr it i ng of fiNor v &bt suBeavhat thizisgonna be)

Day 1éé 3405 words. Total words to dateé.. 3405 words



Day 2¢éé 14871 woodds fTotdateé.. 4892 words

Day 3éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé.. XXXX words

Writing of HACur (sromsoryShapeso

Day 1éé 1022 words. Tot al words to dateé. . 1022 words

Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé.. XXXX words

One thing about these storiesd |  j ust have to write them. | dondt have

publish them. Al of thatdés going to come | ater, althoi
week. At the end of t he moeangehshould haveddthpublicatoose3Ds f u | in my

individual stories, six 5 -story collections, three 10-story collections, and maybe one book titled The Stories
of September.

Total challenge stories for the monthéé 6 (Goal is 30)
Total challenge wér252%5»r the mont hé

Total fiction words for the monthéééé 26842 (1590 on W
Total fiction words for the yearééééée 491883

September 17, 2015

When asked what advice he would give new writers, Ray |
a day for ten years. Wite at least a short story every week of your life, or its equivalent in essay form, play

form or the novel. € Habit is everything. Learning one:

Got a good nightods sl eep | asthewayidgyghis bdrkat-poihingthinghate 1 di ot ¢
regular intervals. Rolled out right at 3 to begin the day.

Slipping a bit in my ongoing retraining, so | &dm retool |
waking up, read news stories, etc. Butr&e ent |y | 6ve been responding to | engtht
asks a lot of questions.

Now | &m not bl aming the person for asking, so dondét ge:
AiSorry, I dondt have t i me tnfing o sharb inysowroknodledgeandd m tryi ng t o
experience, so | dondét mind. And if you know me at all

to be sure | answer the question thoroughly. So totally my fault.

This morning | received an email like that with nine numbered questions. To save a little time scrolling up
and down | opened a Notepad document, listed £9 down the side, then wrote my responses.

It still ate an hour and a half out of my day. Granted it was almost a thousand words (I checked only for

purposes of this post), and that many words of nonfiction from the conscious mind in an hour and a half

is pretty much blazing speed, at least for me. But | allowed my response to eat about 1500 words worth of

my fiction-wr i t i ng ti me. Ama tldd.l Tiome tmpate Iticandét afford to

The problem is that once | 6m working in my conscious, (
free-flowing subconscious creative mind.

So I 6m tweaking my retraining smohedwnlge &adadinstBeédfi chin:
news items etc. to wake up as always. |16l even respon
requires a long response will have to wait until the end of my day.

O

Oh, beginning tomorrow also, this postwill go out | ater in the evening. I
give me enough | eeway, I 611 raise it to 7.

Now about the conscious mind. One of the primary functions of the conscious mind is to protect you. If
youbre about t o | eodborneydad aistovehtlze wahscious mindisewhat causes you to feel
the heat and jerk your hand away. The conscious mind is what causes you to sense the edge of a cliff is



near and back off. (The subconcious mind would say, fAG

For a writer, the conscious mind invokes every writing myth you ever heard in an attempt to stop you

from writing. (If you donét finish what youdre writing.
Ahurto by rejection odormrdti tmicnd mutTlhhiirsi ng owmhyplwet ti ng o
or just rewriting and fApolishingd ad nauseam.)

And the critical conscious mind is wily in that regard. Notice, | recently (only a few days ago) had
retrained myself to take no more than a half-hour of waking-up time before turning to the writing

computer . Enter this correspondent, and suddenly 1 6m t
played, conscious mind. (grin) But | &dm putting a stop
So how do you beat the conscious, criticalm nd? You take a personal oath to ad
Then when you realize youbve fallen off, you wag your |
corner where itbés supposed to be, and get back on Hei nl|

You must write.

You must finish what you write.

You must not rewrite.

You must publish what you write so people can buy it.

You must keep it published so more people can buy it.

| 6ve been falling down on Rule 2 | ately. Why? Because |
the story is going in advance. So | have to clear that away, start another story, write an opening and see

where it goes.

I have to stop fAthinkingo and Just Write the Next Sent
that if you have to battlethi s st uf f, you arendét al one. I battle it to

Okay, so | wrote that response to my correspondent, and that siphoned me into using my conscious,
critical mind. Since | was drowning in the CCM anyway, | came here to write this. And now four hours of
the day are gone.

Now | &m gonna take a bit of time to adjust my head. Ma
(it motivates me), and then ités to the writing comput
post this.

By t he wfcilly calliny tmemffdeath on my 30 -short-stories-by-September-30 challenge.

Did some reading and a few other things, and now, a f ul
starting my fiction writing. That is completely unsatisfactory. Sometim es there are valid reasons not to
write. Today is not of of those days.

My Current Goals and Challenge

My goals remain to write 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day and at least one short story per week.
| probably will announce a new challenge soon. | do still want to stay in my retraining though, and writing
short stories is the best way to do that right now. Stay tuned.

Topic of the Post: Nothing beyond what | wrote above.

Todayodés Writing

Well, nothing like | wanted. Frankly, the fact that | sta rted this post with that particular Bradbury quote is

the only thing that made me write fiction today. | coul
back tomorrow, | guess. | did write that foreword that was requested (1285 words) plus that long email

earlier (1000) plus this (over 1200), so over 3000 words of non fiction. But very little fiction. Like | said,

|l 81l be back on it tomorrow.

Fiction Words: 1458



Writing of #@ANorval Babineauxo (not sure what this is g
Day 1éé 3405Towoarldswords to dateé.. 3405 words

Day 2¢éé 1487 words. Total words to dateé.. 4892 words

Day 3éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé.. XXXX words

Writing of fACurious Shapesodo (short story)

Day 1éé 1022 words Total words to dateé.. 1022 words

Day 2éé XXXX. wbotal words to dateé. XXXX words (done)
Writing of ANick Mansioneo (short story)

Day 1éé 1458 words. Total words to dateé.. 1458 words

Total fiction words for the monthéééé 28300 (1590 on W
Total fiction words for the yearééééé 493341

Septembe r 18, 2015
Well, as you can see, | decided to skip straight to 7 p.m. with this blog.

In the ongoing email nonsense, stupid me, | did it again. | rolled out at 2:30, fired up to write. | got my
coffee, checked email. Then | spent over an hour respondingd o n e . Ugh. Thatés okay. It

And this was completely my fault. I candt control wha't
now | can check that re-re-re-realization off my to -do list.

Hey folks, if you wanna share jokes, pictures , or other sillinesses with me, th
break like everybody else.

But i f you ask me a series of serious questions only t
ités fun? No. Dono6t doforyomat . | will wish bad things

I dondét do | ight banter and sparring for fun about wri:
take it, you donét, no worries. But ask because you se.l
send back.

Dondédt doaijupestl esexercise in verbal sparring. Thatods
Of cour se, if you would do that in the first place, yol

Listen, if any of you have not yet read Killing the Sacred Cows of Publishing and Killing the Sacred Cows

of Indie Publishing, | strongly advise you to do so. You can find both of them free, every chapter, at
http://deanwesleysmith.com/killing -the-sacred-cows-of-pu bl i shi ng/ . Eventually heodll
I hope youdl |l go r eaudctouldavemsave thesnrintoya ®ard doeument olf'something

so you can look at them from time to time.

Well , as | said, |l 6m tweaking my retraining schedule a:
and little breaks.

Yesterday | called time of death on my 30-short-stories-by-September-30 challenge. That was stupid. |

still have time, and itbés stildl possible if | stop bei.!
know. I ndecisive. Hey, | &m showfi ng you all of it, not |
Again Dean showed me exactly what | needed to hear at
talking about his own challenge to write ten books in the last four months of this year. It took him 17 days

to write the firatbbohe, Hseowhetese, bd&Bbndahat am | going t
the ten took |l onger to write than expected? Write the |



now and the end of the year. o
See? 1 sndét that perfect?

My Current Goals and Challenge

My goals remain to write 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day and at least one short story per week.
| still also intend to write 30 short stories before October 1. | have a ways to go on that one. (grin) Stay
tuned.

Topic of the Post: Priorities and Choices
As you know (ad nauseam) | encourage those who would be writers to consciously set priorities. And you
do set your own priorities, period.

Yes, | know other people and sitautions are affected, but barring absolute emergencies (the hoge is on

fire, etc.) you still set your own priorities. I f you |
what you do.

Then once your priorities are set, you still have choices to make.

Letds say playing gol f iSsnday.®duton Fridaynedgead friend ellspndiasésr i t'y on
you to bring your pickup and your trailer and help him move across town.

Well then you have a choice to make. Choices are up to you too. Do you say Sorry, but this is my golf day,
or do you ldarightov&aUpeo,youl 6

What brought this up? | said to a recent correspondent that if someone decides they WANT to write, after

that i1itdés a matter of sitting down and writing. The col
to write, butthey dondét because they have no choice.

Sorry. Thatds pur e, unadul terated bull cooki es.

l'tos all a matter of Priorities and Choi ces.

Writing is something a guy really wants to do. He goes so far as to carve out time to do so, say one hour
per day for five days per week.

But when the time rolls around for him to write, he chooses to mow the yard instead. Or he chooses to
accompany his wife to the grocery. Or he chooses to watch a sporting event. Or he chooses to help his
friend move across town.

Thenlater when his writer friends ask how his writing is ¢
we ek . I had to [fil!]l in the blank]. I really had no c¢h
No, he wonot.

The point is, ités always something.

Sorry, jhuwstt Inbomh buying it. Been there, lived it, succum
and | dm still her e.

I f you couldnét tell, dl had no choicedo is way up therq
somet hing, do intd.t .| fShyrouug.d oSrebrti,oudsd vy, with very few exc
(Oh goodness. | 6d really like to finish this story rigl
of fice is getting hotter as | s péémkwritinyleomguter,of ought da g«

course.)



Okay, enough of this. | 6ve been up almost 3 hours. To

Todayods Writing
Today | learned two things. One, writing really is easy when you remember to trust your subconscious.
(Doh!)

That i s, i whesyoujsstsitdown, paitg@urfingers on the keyboard, and write whatever

comes. Dondét try to figure out whatdéds gonna happen nex!
what DID happen next. (This is Writing Off Into the Dark).

Andtwo,Il earned that the story | 6m writing about Norval B¢
the Cajun culture set in Louisiana. In fact, oneda my
hands on her hips, jutteduouThherhehénai add saidi miHeyl
This here is oneba them complex deals. This here is mo
when you aindét gmoitn@mopdnmidedbutYdwdsge what Ifdgarssayi nd ? ¢
in front of my nose. fAHey, hey! Earth to Harvey. Get o
stores. No moreda this sittind arounbdb, you.o

It is a science fiction novella or novel that BEGINS in Louisiana and spreads around the world. It might be
the first book of a saga or series. Holy cow. And | thought my next longer work would be either the 9th
book of the Wes Crowley saga or the first book in a detective series. Go figure. What wonderful fun!

Fiction Words: 4139

Writingof A Nor v al Babineauxo (umm, novel)

Day 1éé 3405 words Total words to dateé. 3405 wor ds
Day 2¢éé 1487 words. Total words to dateé. 4892 words
Day 3éé 4139 words Total words to dateé. 9031 words
Writing of fACurious Shapesodo (short story)

Day 1éé 102@t awbrwerds to dateé.. 1022 words

Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé XXXX words |
Writing of fANick Mansionedo (short story)

Day 1éé 1458 words. Total words to dateé.. 1458 words
Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé XXXX words
Tot al fiction words for the monthéééé 32439 (1590 on We
Total fiction words for the yearééééé 497480

Tomorrow | break a half -million words for the year! Woohoo!

September 19, 2015

Rolled out at 2:30 again, fired up to write. | got my coffee, checked email, and an aphorism sprang to

mi nd. I wrote that one in a fiQuotationso text document
severalmor e ti mes, along with the necessary revisions, and
definitions.

| spent some time there, writing a few new definitions and transfering some older ones to my list of
guotations. Before | was finished, two and a half hours had passed. So | was writing within a half hour of
getting out of bed, but not on the novel. Yet. (grin)

Then | came here. More in the topic below on aphorisms. Hope you enjoy it.

Had a necessary trip to Sierra Vista today (about three hours). | planned to write for awhile first, but we
went sooner than | expected. Got back, pulled up the novel, wrote about a hundred words, and


http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-saturday-916-fun-with-aphorisms/

remembered My Team (LSU) might be playing today.

Looked them up online. Sure enough, Auburn at LSU was on, halfwaythrough the 3rd quarter. The score
was lopsided. Well, there was only a quarter and a half left, so | went to watch it. (grin)

Hey, priorities right? The novel is going really smoot |
game, a nite for la éew hoursvim the morning before | go to Tucson.

By the way, I 611 be at the SSA Forum tomorrow t aroun
I nnSuites Resort, 475 N. Granada. Primarily 10611 be t hi

seminars. Hope to see some of you there.
Okay, went back to the game for a bit, and LSU beat Auburn 45i 21. Geaux Tigers. (grin)
Now to the novel for awhile. Then |16l come back and p

My Current Goals and Challenge

My goals remain to write 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day and at least one short story per
week. | still also intend to write 30 short stories before October 1.1 have a ways to go on that one. (grin)
Stay tuned.

Topic of the Post: Fun with Aphorisms

AAphori smobysddefiosdry. com as fa short pithy saying e
aphorisms sometimes come out as definitions (ala Ambrose Bierce) and are most often satirical. Here are

a dozen of mine. Remember, these are tongue in cheek:

i apology, n. A device ntended to soothe wounds and thereby put a victim off his guard; a

precursor to the next offense.

1 arrogance, n. ignorance advertised.

i common sense, n. A myth. Whatdés common to some is o0
i human, n. 1. The most conceited animal on eath, unjustifiably so.

i intellectual, n. 1. One who will drive a Hummer six blocks to a Save the Ozone rally. 2. A closet

tuna-eater.

i intolerance, n. Proof of an atrophied mind and a lazy disposition.

i kindness, n. An imagined effect created by hopeful expetation. The word itself never issues forth

from one whose lips the word has crossed, except to convey superiority.

1 opinion, n. Offered as it is from a single point of view, a meaningless group of words to anyone

but the author.

i patience, n. Apliablesubsance t hat wears thin when itds most nee
i protestor, n. 1. One who exercises the right to dissent, provided him by a patriot, against whom he

most often dissents. 2. One who, lacking a cause, will create a posterboard sign decrying the lack of causes
and picket the nearest conservative.

1 guestion, n. Because it stirs thought, the only truly important grouping of words in any language.
1 victim, n. In our society, the person held responsible for the crime perpetuated against him.

And a few straight aphorisms:

i Failure is only practice for success.

i The right to free speech does not include the right to an audience.

i The one thing | cannot tolerate is intolerance.

How about you? Do you write aphorisms? Itdéds a fun exer.

lubricated.



T o d a YMiiteg
Didn6ét write as much today on the novel as | expected
have written for the hour or so that | was watching LSU football.

No biggie. Sometimes | allow things to interfere. | know [ 6 | | be gone much of tomorrow,
and hard before | leave in the morning. (By the time | leave for Tucson, | will have been up 6 or 7 hours.)

So | screwed around today a little too much. Because of that | missed going over the haKmillion mark for
the year. (grin) Bad, bad Harvey.

Fiction Words: 1516

Writing of i No r Balb i n e qumm,movel)

Day 1é¢é 3405 words. Total words to dateé 3405 words

Day 2é¢é 1487 words. Total words to dateé 4892 ords

Day 3éé 4139 words. .9PaBiwoids words to dat eé

Day 4é¢é 1516 words. Total words to dateé 10547 words
Writing of A Cur i & lua p eshart story)

Day 1éé 1022 words. Total words to dateé. 1022 words

Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé XXXX words
Writing of A Ni Mla n s i o (sherbstory)

Day 1éé 1458 words. Total words to dateé. 1458 words

Day 2éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé. XXXX words
Total fiction words for the monthéééé 33955 (1590 on W
Total fiction words for the yearééeééé 498996

Well, | &gb dver the half-million mark tomorrow then. Easily. (grin)
September 20, 2015

Rolled out around 1:30. Answered some emails, then came here to write this, then to the novel. I'm going
to Tucson this morning, so | want to get some done on the novel before | go.

Probably you've noticed I'm not doing more on short stories right now. | will, but the challenge is
definitely kaput since the novel popped up. Just the way it is. The story of the week for tomorrow is
already pre-posted. So sometime after tomorrow I'll write the sto ry for next Monday (28th).

| can leave a novel to write a short story, then return to the novel. | can do that. But | can't leave a novel to
write a bunch of short stories and then come back to the novel with the same fire. And novels sell better
than short stories, plus | want to see what happens in the novel, so there y'go.

Leaving for Tucson around 9:15, so in the shower by 8:30, so | can write and do whatever else from the
time 1 finish this until around 8. The extra half -hour gives me time to leave a agged edge on the story to
prep for when | come back.

Leaving a jagged edge  is some of the simplest and best writing advice | ever received. | got it from SF
writer CJ Cherryh when | heard her speak at Eastern NM University in Portales, NM.

Simply put, it means don't stop writing at a clear, clean break. For example, before you stop writing for
the day, you might put your character in the shower.

When you come back to the story later, you'll have to get the character out of the shower before you can
write anything else, and that will get you back into the flow. Or maybe the character being in the shower
when you come back will send through your fingers a scene that results from the character having been in
the shower.

Perhaps you'll open with a scene in a estaurant (he showered to get ready to go to the restaurant) or a
business meeting or whatever.

I'm sure you get the idea.

Okay, it's not quite 3 a.m., so on to the novel for awhile. Then I'll come back and post my numbers, all



before 8:30. If | get a chance to write more after | get back, then I'll change the numbers and this post. If
not, it will be good to go.

My Current Goals and Challenge
My goals are to write 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day and at least one short story per week.
Stay tuned.

Todayods Writing
After a good session on the novel, | added a few more posts (preposted) to my other blog, then came back
to the novel. When | left for Tucson, | had written 2942 words in two long sessions.

Weird missing my daily goal by only 58 words, but not that big a deal, right? | got involved in some other
stuff after Tucson and didn't get back to writing today. However, tomorrow is a new 3000 -word daily
goal.

Also kind of a great feeling knowing I'm well over a half-million words so far on the y ear. (grin)

I'm removing the short stories | was reporting on earlier. I'll put them back when | write on them again.
Much as | enjoy writing short stories, | have to admit it feels really good to be working on another novel.
Kind of in a race with myself. (grin)

Fiction Words: 2942

Writing of HfANorvébvelBabi neauxo

Day 1éé 3405 words. Total words to dateé. 3405 words

Day 2¢éé 1487 words. Total words to dateé. 4892 words

Day 3éé 4139 words. Total words to dateé. 9031 words

Day 4¢éé 1516 wodsdst.o Tdbatadé .wo 10547 words

Day 5¢éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé.. 13489 words
Total fiction words for the monthéééé 36897 (1590 on W
Total fiction wor dS019® (Wodhto) year ééééé

In case anyoneds womtieoi wgi ¢tk ewadpb5,4d9 words on this
or my fimainodo blog that comes out every ten days. So tof
since 1 January 2015 is 657,357 words. (grin)

| tagged DWS in this because if it waren't for him, | would never have achieved this. So just in case you get
a ping back or something. Thanks, Dean.

The Journal, Monday, 9/21: Streaks

Rolled out around 2:30. Answered some emails, then just messed around awhile with Facebook and
watching the weather come north.

My short story of the week, The Day They Came, will post today. | hope you'll enjoy it if you're in an SF
frame of mind. For me, that's the signal that | need to write a short story to post next Monday.

Okay, I'm gonna talk about streaks again. Why? Because they're important. They're important because
they're powerful, unless you're stupid enough to strip them of their power for some silly reason.

| had a great streak going. | wrote and posted at least one short story per week for 69veeks. In all, | wrote
71 stories during that time. Quite a streak. Even DWS said it was one of the longer ones he'd heard of.

Then | stopped. The streak ended with "Death of a Persona." No excuse. It isn't like | wasn't able to keep it
going. For some stuid reason | just decided to end it.

| kept posting one story a week in the interim (some of my magic realism stuff), and on Monday, August
10 | started a new challenge and a new streak with "Pete and Repeat." No, that isn't right. | just checked.
The week after | wrote and published "Pete and Repeat," | posted another older one, another MR story.

So my new streak began the following week, September 7, with "Paper Hearts." So next Monday will be
the fourth week in a row that I've written and published a n ew short story in this new streak.



Hey, it's all good. Y'gotta start somewhere. Anyone wanna join me?

My short-term goal with this one is to write and publish at least one new short story for 70 weeks in a row,
surpassing my previous streak. My long-term goal is to take Bradbury up on a dare: write and publish at
least one new short story every week for the rest of my life. And yes, | hope I hit the shortterm goal a LOT
sooner than [ hit the long -term one. (grin)

Plus sometime in the future | want to dupli cate DWS' feat by writing one short story every day for a
month. (grin)

Okay, when you get about two minutes, maybe three, check out this very well done cartoon strip on
Dreaming vs. Doing. | think you'll enjoy it. http://zenpencils.com/comic/161 -shonda-rhimes-a-
screenwriters-advice/

Slowing down again for some reason today. With all the drizzle, | thought this would be a great day for
writing. Yet at this point (10:30) I've written just over 1000 new words.

My Current Goals and Challenge

My goals are to w rite 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day and at least one short story per week.
Stay tuned.

Todaydés Writing

Well, after a slow start, the novel surged forward. | also found two new POV characters. What else can |
say? This is the most fun | think I' ve ever had. (grin)

Fiction Words: 4261

Writing of #@ANorval Babineauxo (SF novel)

Day 1éé 3405 words. Total words to dateé. 3405 words

Day 2éé 1487 words. Total words to dateé. 4892 words

Day 3é¢é 4139 words. Total words to dateé. 9031 words

Day 4 é éwalrsdlst Total words to dateé. . 10547 words

Day 5éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 13489 words
Day 6é¢é 4261 words. Total words to dateé. 17750 words
Total fiction words for the monthéééé 41158

Total fiction wor ds f or the yearééééé 506199

The Journa |, Tuesday, 9/22: Writing Fast

Rolled out just before 3. Answered some emails, then just messed around awhile (again) with Facebook.

Il &m gonna have to stay off Facebook, by which | mean t |

Yesterday as a writer who was currently, you know, writing, | wondered aloud in a Facebook post how
many other writers were writing on their own WIPs at the same time. If they were, | asked them to click
Like or comment if they wanted to.

A few did. That was great. It was what | was looking for.

Then a woman who is a Realtor posted that she was writing contracts. Does that count? Hahaha. That
wasndét too bad. Loguest sbe tesvsk somEadebook and it told
she came back to post t aha Wondesfellareatfud nghtan aut hor . Hah

Ummm no. Not for me. Now, is that all right? Or does it make me some sort of antisocial old grouch?
Either way, it dm good with

| mean, saya Realtor had posted to Facebook that she was currently writing a contract and wondered how
many other Realtors in the area were doing the same thing at that moment. And say | happened across
that post. Il can promise you, it wouldnét even have oc



house as we were driving by itlastweekDoes t hat count? Hahaha. o

But | wunderstand some folks are just bent in that part/
enough, | guess. | just clicked Like on her comment and left it at that.

Okay (deep breath), ti meestippasedtothae moesaainlrarsomedrgpical t . We 6 r
storm down in Baja today but | dm not seeing anything ol

every day around Hermosillo.
So around 6 | got out of here for a walk. | logged 5 miles and was sleetained-on only the last tenth of a

mi | e. 61l take it. (grin)

Wait. | used my feet and legs to perambulate down the road. | guess that would make me a paritime
marathoner. (grin)

(@)}

No, really, c¢cédmon, | 6m over it. Selatertoday, Whichis@ed i de s, I
6cause | always wanted to be a mechanic. (grin)

Okay, I think I'd6m finished now.

No wonder | enjoy writing so much. My manuscript is chock full of people who are intelligent, not afraid
to take chances, and even enjoymycompag . And t heydre as serious as | am.

Yesterday all three of my bl ogs were sent out. My fAmai |
short story of the week posted because it was a Monday, and then of course this one goes out every day.

Yesterdayalsol t al ked about streaks. I f any of you are doing
hear about it. Use the comments section below to brag

Still trying to think of a good way to combine this blog with t he main blog. But | have a little voice way in
the back of my head too that says not to do that. | mean, specifically, not to advertise my numbers or my
writing process to the world. Of course, most of those who read my blogs are writers or would-be writers.

Unfortunately, most writers are among those who have b
writing poorly. In actuality, as some of you know, nothing could be farther from the truth.

Judging from comments of others (readers) | have never writte n better than after | gave it all over to my
subconscious and started writing off into the dark. That just means writing without planning, outlining,
plotting, etc.

How fast someone writes has nothing to do with quality. Nothing.

I n fact, 0 wactiallyia mignomea Bdstonvriterswho Just Write do so at a rate of about 850 to
1000 publishable words of fiction per hour. (1000 words per hour is only 17 words per minute.)

Even if a writer spends only ONE HOUR per day writing, and even if he writes only five days per week,

and if he takes two weeks off completely per year (vacation), he still will have written 250,000 words in a

year and be considered a fAfasto writer. (One thousand
equals 5,000 wordsmul t i pl ied times fifty weeks equals 250,000 wo

And thatés if you spend only one hour per day doing yol

Imagine what you could turn out if you spent four hours per day doing your job. Can you imagine any

other job in the world in which you can spend considerably less than eight hours per day and yet be

considered prolific?

At a writersd meeting a couple days ago, the president

thousand words before you cameinthh s morning. Thatds really impressive.
| appreciated it, but really? | mean, if | <call myself

Ok ay, |l &m just gonna go ahead and go there for a momenf
job five days per week like most people do? That would be 8000 words per day and 40,000 words per
week.

Even if | took a two-week vacation every year, | would turn out TWO MILLION WORDS PER YEAR.



Using the same 50,000 words as the basis for a novel, that would be FOR'Y novels. Now THAT would be
prolific.
But even then | wouldno6ét be a fAfasto writer. Il 6d just |

I recommend you read t he To ptipdwwe.tleartwbskeysiNith.gomthe i-n DWS6 bl «
voice-starts/ . Very interesting for anyone who thinks of writing (correctly) as a business.

My Current Goals and Challenge
My goals are to write 3,000 words of publishable fiction per day and at least one short story per week.
Stay tuned.

T o d a YMiiteg

No real writing today. I mean, I wrote some but | éd&m no:
goal. | think after a few days of not walking, my walk kind of threw me off my rhythm this morning.

Ilhadagoodt i tl e for a short story in mind, so | wrote an oy
novel, but didndét quite get into the right -6fi ame of mi |
Thisturnedintoanon-wr i t i ng day. | wel anucdhay adhmed Mhwat some days |

So after a couple of really good days, the numbers will remain where they are until tomorrow.

And tomorrow will be challenging. | have to take my truck to SV for repair in the morning. So | need to hit
the o6puter running in the morning on the novel at | east
to go over there. Weboél |l see.

Fiction Words: XXXX
Writing of A No r \Balb i n e gSFxadvel)

Day 1é¢é 3405 words. Total words to dateé. 3405 words
Day é2é487 words. Total words to dateé.. 4892 words

Day 3éé 4139 words. Total words to dateé.. 9031 words
Day 4éé 1516 words Total words to dateé. 10547 words
Day 5¢éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 13489 words
Day 6éé 4261 words. T/@30wdrdswords to dateé 1

Day 7éé XXXX words Total words to dateé XXXXX words
Total fiction words for the monthéééé 41158

Total fiction words for the yearééééé 506199

The Journal, Wednesday, 9/23: A BIG Author Earnings Report

Rolled out just before 3 again, a little late this morning. | was hoping to get up around 1 so | could get a lot
done before | have to go t o SVavetospreadiha writngawt.nd6t i n t he

Answered some emails, then Facebook stuff.

From a comment by Dean on his blog from yesterday: ATh
reader (those who submit to traditional publishing) and writing for thousands ( those who go indie). A real
change in mindset. o

And from his posttoday, A Every beginning wstagetwstars wark td fit mta abox,tmi dd | e
be like everyone else,top ol i sh t heir stories and novels wunti/l they |
stuff.

So a little over two hours have passed this morning an:i

Finally got started writing at 5:30. | hoped to get at least one good session done before | left for SV around
8.

It worked out better than that. First | cycled back a bit to update a couple of points and to get myself back

into the flow of the story. Then | wrote about 1100 words before 6:30. | took a break for a shower and to

get dressed, then wrote another 1000 words before | hai
basically a long break. (grin)


http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/the-voice-starts/
http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/the-voice-starts/
http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-wednesday-923-a-big-author-earnings-report/
http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/fitting-in-a-box/

Well, ités noon. The trip took |l onger than expected be:
mechanic also operates a towing service, so | went with him on a couple calls. Got back to his place, he
installed my new part, then realized a second part al s
meantime, the truck works. It just limps a little. (grin)

t

Bytheway, Aut hor Earnings just released a new report tha
e t he

l ocked into traditional publishing or if youdr on

The previous report | mentioned here talks about market share in ebooks from traditional publishing vs.
indie publishing. So it was kind of abstract.

But this report shows the actual distribution  of income to individual authors who choose to
publish traditionally vs. independently. This probably
will surprise you in a very good way.

http://authorearnings.com/report/individual _-author-earnings-tracked-across 7-quarters-feb-2014-sept-
2015/. I encourage you to follow this link and sign up to get your own reports as they come out.

Adding to My Challenge

Sort of, | guess,but not really. There are 99 days left in 2015.If | hit my daily goal of 3000 publishable
words of fiction per day for all 99 days, that will be an additional 297,000 words. That would give me
well over 800,000 words of published fiction on the year. Sobeit. My new short-term goal is to hit at
least 800,000 words for this year. (To hit that exact number | need290762 more words, or 2936 words
per day. Here we go! (grin)

T o d a YMiiteg

Kind of lethargic after | got back from SV. Over 2,000 words before 8 a.m. The rest came after noon and
before 4 p.m. when NYPD Blue comes on. Oh well. Still it was at leasta so-so day. | hit the goal and
looking forward to tomorrow. And sometime in the next few days | have to write and publish a short story.
(grin)

Fiction Words: 3039

Writing of A No r \Balb i n e gSFxadvel)

Day 1éé 3405 words. Tot otds words to dateé. 3405 w

Day 2éé 1487 words. Total words to dateé. 4892 words
Day 3éé 4139 words. Total words to dateé. 9031 words
Day 4éé 1516 words. Total words to dateé. 10547 words
Day 5éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé 13489 words
Day 6éé 4261 worasdatTeé al WwWoT7THG words

Day 7@38wor ds Total words to dateé.. 20789 words

Total fiction words for the monthéééé 44197

Total fiction words for the yearééééé 509238

The Journal, Thursday, 9/24: Conjoined _Stories

Rolled out early, a few minutes after 1. One of my sons dropped by on his way from California to New
Mexico (return trip). We visited for an hour or so before | went to bed. He was up and back on the road at
around 3. Enjoyed seeing him but any visit messes up the routine a bit.

| was going to walk later this morning, but I'm not feeling well. Nothing serious. Just blah. Sometimes |
have a day that just feels like a denothing day. This might be one of those. Then again, | never know how
it will turn out if | just put my fingers on the keyboard.

It's now a few hours later. Very odd day with the writing. | write a little, go do something else. Write a
little more, go do something else. Whatever | acconplish today will be done in increments of 15 minutes
to a half hour.

The story's going fairly well, flowing and all that, but weird. Something's wrong. That quiet little creative
voice in the back of my mind is telling me so. Hmm. | think maybe that's why everything's coming in bits
and starts this morning.


http://authorearnings.com/report/individual-author-earnings-tracked-across-7-quarters-feb-2014-sept-2015/
http://authorearnings.com/report/individual-author-earnings-tracked-across-7-quarters-feb-2014-sept-2015/
http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-thursday-924-conjoined-stories/

Well, until that little voice lets me in on the secret, guess I'll just keep at it. (grin)

Ah! | figured it out. | had heard of this, but I'd never had it happen to me, at least that | can remember. |
was writing two stories at one time.

The story about "Norval Babineaux" is going to be a short story or maybe a novella at most. But at about
5,000 words in, the characters in that story handed me another story that's going to be a novel, only they
aren't in it. How weird is that?

When I'd written around a thousand words today, the separation between the short story and the novel
suddenly became apparent. So | cut the short story out of the novel and adjusted the total for the novel.

That's reflected in the numbers below.

It was fairly easy to separate the two because once the larger story took off (on the third day) all but 339
words were on the novel. (grin) Man | hate math. Well, math that doesn't have a dollar sign in front of it. |
hope this never happensagain.

Okay, so if you're following this stuff at all, in the chart below, Day 6 for the novel is today. Day 4 for the
shorter work will be whenever | work on it again.

Todayobds Writing

All my writing today was on the novel. After | separated the smaller story out of the larger one, the writing
went a lot faster. I'm pleased. (grin)

Fiction Words: 2600 (on the nose... weirder and weirder)

Writing of fASiSkRoavel)St ar ko

Day 1éé 3800 words. Total words to dateé 3800 word
Day 2éé 1516 wos dtsa dlaottead. .wok3d16 wor ds

Day 3¢éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 8258 word
Day 4éé 4261 words. Total words to dateé 12519 wor
Day 5éé 3039 words. Total words to dateé.. 15558 wor
Day &é6&0 words. Total words to dateé.. 18158 words
Writingoovaklfi NBa b i(shoet ataryy o

Day 1éé 3405 words. Total words to dateé 3405 word
Day 2éé 1487 words. Total words to dateé 4892 word
Day 3éé 0339 words. Total words to dateé 5231 word
Day 4éé XXXX words. Total words to dateé XXXX word
Totalfict i on words for the monthéééé 46797

Total fiction words for the yearééééé 511838

The Journal, Friday, 9/25: Make Bookstores Know Your Print Books Exist

Rolled out early again, about half past 1. My little cat needed me to get up for some reason | still dorit

understand. She woke me about 12:30 and | laid there for an hour before she finally nagged me out of bed.

(grin)

Did much of nothing the first couple hours again. I'd like very much to change that. For now | guess it'll be
what it'll be. At the end of t he day if I'm making headway on the novel (or whatever writing) then | guess
it's all good.

Nothing to do today but write as far as | know. | have noticed I'm getting more relaxed about writing
awhile and then doing other things. | don't think of them as b reaks, really, but | guess that's how they
function.

Took an intentional break to read Dean's post. It's a good one. In the topic he talks about getting your
indie published paper books into bookstores, how to make sure bookstores know your book existsso
they'll buy it. Yeah, the topic of my post is to send you to Dean's post to read his topic. It's important. Go.
Read.



http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/knowing-your-book-exists/

Hmm. Just realized tomorrow is Saturday. | like colle ge football, specifically involving LSU (and other
teams in the SEC), Arizona, Texas, Oklahoma and Oklahoma State. Tomorrow, LSU plays at 9 a.m., OSU
vs. Texas OR Tennessee vs. Florida at 12:30 p.m. and Arizona vs. UCLA at 5 p.m. Bet | get a lot of writing
done before 9 a.m. tomorrow. (grin)

Todayods Writing
| had a pretty good writing day today. At about 1:30 | went over my daily goal. Since tomorrow might be a
short day, depending on what | get done before 9 a.m., | thought I'd press onward.

Lesson 1: Whydid | press onward? Goals and challenges aside, being a professional fiction writer is a
game of averages. For example, I've had three days out of seven when | did very little on the book, but my
average (arithmetic mean) over the whole 7 days is well overmy daily goal.

Lesson 2: Never be afraid to cut what your Creative Voice (not your conscious, critical mind) is telling you
needs to be cut. This book began really taking off after | hacked off the dead weight that was the first
5,000 words or so becauseit was a different story. But notice that | didn't "figure that out” with my
conscious mind. | listened to that quiet little voice deep inside that told me something wasn't right.

| still have to write a short story, create a cover, and publish it before Monday at 6 p.m. (grin)
Fiction Words: 4634

Writing of #fASi(ShRoavel)St ar ko

Day 1éé 3800 words. Total words to dateé. 3800
Day 2éé 1516 words. Total words to dateé. 5316
Day 3éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 8258
Day 4¢éé #4861 Wotal words to dateé. . 12519 words
Day 5éé 3039 words. Total words to dateé. 15558
Day 6éé 2600 words. Total words to dateé. 18158
Day 7¢éé 4634 words. Total words to dateé. 22792
Total fiction words for the monthééeéeé 51431
Totalfi ct i on words for the yearéeéeééé 516472

The Journal, Saturday, 9/26: No topic, sort of
| slept in this morning until almost 3. Sure felt good. (grin)
Then | got up.

Not a great day around the Stanbrough camp. | won't bore you with the annoying, frustrating, aggravating
details. Just not a good day.

| almost made the topic of this post "writing for therapy,” but that would've been a hoax. Or politically
correct. | get confused.

I do know nowadays when you tell an outright, bold -face lie it's most often referred to as either a "hoax" or
"politically correct.” Well, unless you happen to be a politician. Then it's called a "strategy shift."

Anyway, | couldn't title it "writing for therapy" because | don't personally believe in writing as a useful
tool for thera py. Not real writing. And not real therapy.

Yeah, | can see writing an exhubby or ex-wife's name on a weird little straw doll and then setting fire to it
before hurling it over a thousand foot cliff. | mean, | don't really think it would have the effecty ou're
hoping for in the real world, but it couldn't hurt, right?

But that isn't writing. That's verbal vindictiveness. It's murder without a possibility of a conviction. 'Cause
you just murdered the straw doll, see, and not the real person. Well, you know, IF you can call a nasty ex
husband or ex-wife a "real person." Up to you, | guess.

(For the official record, | did NOT hear from my ex today. | mean my ex had absolutely nothing
whatsoever to do with what | viewed as a generally crappy day. So there's oa bright side.)
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Okay, but back to writing for therapy. Then there's that whole weird thing too where you're advised to
write the victim of your passion a note or a letter, but then instead of mailing it, you flush it down the
toilet. Or burn it. Or stomp o n it and then flush it or burn it.

Okay, seriously, that's just silly. If I'm gonna go to all that effort, I'm gonna mail it. See what | mean?

Besides, if | did that and then tried to flush it, guess whose toilet would get plugged up? And you know
who AIN'T gonna stop by to help me clean up the mess? The ex or the ex.

And seriously, if you decide to try that one, write an actual letter on actual paper. This doesn't work in any
way, shape or form with emails. Plus it could get expensive.

But maybe there is one way for a writer to write for therapy.

Say you sneak away from your life for awhile. Say you put your fingers on your keyboard. Say you begin
moving your fingers so that all of a sudden you're out of your crappy day. You're running and laughing
and screaming and yelling and otherwise generally having a freakin' ball with your characters.

Now THAT'S writing for therapy. But that isn't really writing, is it? Nope. It's playing with your friends.
And playing with your friends is ALWAYS good therapy.

Today's Writing

As opposed to pretty much everything else, the writing went well. Two good sessions before about 7:30
a.m. | wrote the rest considerably later. I'll take it.

Fiction Words: 3149

Writing of fiThe Comi n(SFmofel)lSi mon St ar ko

Day 1ééw8B8B8¢8¢. Total words to dateé.. 3800 words
Day 2éé 1516 words. Total words to dateé. 5316
Day 3éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 8258
Day 4éé 4261 words. Tot al words to dateé. 1251
Day 5éé 3039 words. Totalrdswords to dateé. 1555
Day 6éé 2600 words. Total words to dateé. 1815
Day 7éé 4634 words. Total words to dateé 2279
Day 8éé 3149 words Total words to dateé 25914
Total fiction words for the monthéééé 54580
Total fiction words ®Rlor the yearéééeéé 5196

The Journal, Sunday, 9/27: Keep Coming Back

Rolled out right at 2, anxious to get back to the novel.

Every now and then | check up on my lists and purge them. On this weak little list, | had only 31
subscribers. Of those, six had never opened the emdiwhen they received it. This blog has been running
from my main site since July 1, pretty much every day. | think that's a long enough time to indicate
interest. So | unsubscribed those six folks. Ten to one | won't hear from them (because they won't realze
it), and that's fine. (grin)

When your writing stalls, it's hard to come back. That's your conscious mind trying to keep you from
writing. Believing you have to succumb to that is pure, unadulterated bullcookies. You don't. You just
don't.

Once agan today it felt early like | might not get any writing done. At all.

But | kept going back. | kept putting my fingers on the keyboard. | read about the previous two
paragraphs, and then | wrote whatever came.
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That's the key to the whole thing. No matter the situation, if you're writing fiction, Keep Coming Back and
Write the Next Sentence. And don't question it. If you doubt the sentence you write, that's your conscious
mind butting in. Just write the next sentence, whatever it is. Then write the next s entence, write the next
sentence, write the next sentence.

Wonderful fun. | wish the same for my friend Alison and for all of you.

Today's Writing
| wrote. (grin)

Fiction Words: 3641

Writing of fAThe Comi n(Foofel)Si mon St ar ko

Day 1é¢é 3800Twormd words to dateé.. 3800 words
Day 2éé 1516 words. Total words to dateé. 5316
Day 3¢éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 8258
Day 4éé 4261 words. Total words to dateé. 12519
Day 5éé 3039 words. Total words to dateé. 15558
Day 6¢éé 2600 words. Total words to dateé. 18158
Day 7éé 4634 words. Total words to dateé. 22792
Day 8¢éé 3149 words. Total words to dateé. 25941
Day 9¢éé 3641 words. Total words to dateé. 29582
Total fiction woréds 5f8®r21t he mont héé

Total fiction words for the yearééééé 523262

The Journal, Monday, 9/28: How | Write
Rolled out a little after 3, having stepped outside to watch some of the lunar eclipse last night.

More than likely | won't get a lot of writing done today, at | east on the novel. | do have to write the short
story of the week. It posts tonight at 6 p.m. But | also have to take my pickup to Sierra Vista again to finish
the repair | started last week. Life happens.

| don't really want to pry my head out of my nove | right now, so | think I'll publish an excerpt from the
novel as the short story. It'll work well. You'll see. (grin) Well, if you read it.

| also want to increase the visibility of my books to brick and mortar stores, so I'll be opening a publisher
website over the next several days to do that. This is something | picked up on while reading over some of
the comments on a recent DWS post. Invaluable stuff.

Okay, a bit on how | write. This was prompted by a subscriber who mentioned that he enjoys the postsbut
that it simply isn't the way he writes.

| want to say up front, that is absolutely fine. As DWS says, every writer is different. Every writer's process
is different. But | can't write about other writers' processes in this blog. So do your own thing, no biggie.

What I've learned about writing since early 2014 is nothing short of incredible. | can't talk with other
writers about writing and NOT mention this stuff. It has proven invaluable (and I'm not exaggerating) to
me. Dean suggests keeping it secrebecause so few will "get it," but | just can't do that. So here goes.
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For my part (as I've said before), | write this Journal for three reasons: as a personal diary for myself, to
share what | know, and to let others know what is possible. By "what is possible” | mean following
Heinlein's Rules and writing off into the dark can make writing a great deal of fun while vastly increasing
your productivity and the quality of your stories.

Do | wish that for you? Yes. Absolutely. Do | fret over whether you're even willing to try it? No. Not
because | don't care, but because | have my own stuff to worry about, just as you do.

If you'll forgive a religious allusion here, I'm kind of Saul turned Paul in this deal. Remember, | used to
buy into all the myths. Hell, | used to teach them. Vehemently.

| used to believe (now get this) that | could produce an original work in my own unique voice by editing
and rewriting and polishing until what | had written looked like everything else in the publisher's slush
pile. | stil  wonder, how in the world did | NOT see the paradox in that?

| read somewhere that insanity is defined as doing something exactly the same way over and over and
over again while hoping for a different result. You know, for what it's worth.

So | don't do that. I allow my own unique voice to shine through, which means | resign my control -freak
role as General Manager of the Universe and trust my subconscious to tell the story. And then | call myself
a writer so | actually am trying to develop a work ethic as a writer.

If | were a mechanic, | would spend time every day working on cars. If | were a doctor, | would spend time
every day practicing medicine. If | were a plumber, | would spend time every day fixing plumbing
problems. I'm a writer. Why shouldn't | spend some hours every day practicing my craft? You know,
writing?

The truth is this: Writing "fast" doesn't mean lower quality. It just means spending more time in the chair
putting new publishable words on the page. It means writing at a blazing speed of about 17 words per
minute, and it means getting it right the first time.

For some, it's too scary to even try, though they won't say that. Instead they'll say something like "Well, |
have a life," meaning they don't have time to do their job. How long would you get away with that if you
were a cop or a plumber or a carpenter? "Sorry, Boss, | can't put in the time today. | have a life." And there
are any number of other excuses. And that's fine.

As an aside, | mentioned Heinlein's Rules to a woman in Presott a while ago. You know how long it takes
to read them. She wouldn't even look. "No need," she said. "I don't write science fiction."

| just said "Okay." | mean, what can | say in the face of that kind of intentional ignorance?

This is the way | write. This is my process, but | didn't come up with it. It's how Bradbury wrote. It's how
pretty much all of the pulp writers wrote. It's how DWS and Kristine Kathryn Rusch and JA Konrath and a
bunch of others write. | want to be a long-term professional fictio n writer who writes across all genres, so
| follow the lead of long-term professional fiction writers who write across all genres. Shrug.

As | wrote earlier, | DO wish for others the same freedom, joy, productivity and increased quality that I've
found in my own writing. But how you write is up to you. | don't dwell on it. As Ben Johnson said in a
movie awhile back, "Not my department." (grin)

Today's Writing

Wrote a little over 1200 words before heading for SV. That was on the short story of the week, "Trere's No
Fool." But the short story is excerpted exactly from the novel, so I'm not counting the short story words
separately. (grin)



Then when | got back | created a cover and published the story to my website and D2D. Then | wrote a bit
more in one quick session, then posted this and called it a day. I'll add the story to my Short Fiction page
after | post this.

Fiction Words: 1900 (weird)

Writing of fAThe Comi n(Foofel)Si mon St ar ko

Day 1é¢é 3800 words. Total words to dateé.. 3800
Day 2ééwalrbdls6. Total words to dateé.. 5316 words
Day 3¢éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé. 8258
Day 4¢éé 4261 words. Total words to dateé. 12519
Day 5¢éé 3039 words. Total words to dateé. 15558
Day 6éé 2600 words. Tot abrdswords to dateé. 18158
Day 7¢éé 4634 words. Total words to dateé. 22792
Day 8¢éé 3149 words. Total words to dateé. 25941
Day 9é¢é 3641 words. Total words to dateé. 29582
Day 10é 1900 words. Total words to dateé. 31482
Total fiction words forthemont héééé 60121

Total fiction words for the yearééééée 525162

The Journal, Tuesday, 9/29: Collections, Box Sets and Other Non -Writing Stuff

Well, | didn't get up this morning. Wide awake, | looked at the clock and thought it said 1:45 a.m. That's
close enoughto 2 to start a normal day (for me) so | got up. But in actuality, it was 11:45 p.m. last night.
Two hours earlier.

Still, I was awake, so | figured | might as well make the best of it. | worked on my new publisher website
for a couple hours. That was mywaking up time, only it lulled me. (grin) So around 1:30 | went back to
bed for about an hour and a half.

Got up again at 3, did a little more on the website, read/researched a couple other publisher websites, and
signed up to sell my ebooks via OmniLit (http://www.omnilit.com ), a new (to me) online ebook vendor.
Again, if you have your books available only in Amazon, you are SO missing out.

Finally, a couple hours after getting up the second time, | closed the websites to get them off the screen,
and turned to my writing 'puter and the Stark novel.

Nope. Didn't happen. | felt like it's been forever since | had a good walk, so | grabbed my camera and
headed out. Had a short walk (just over 2 miles) but got some great pics. Came back and put a few
on Facebook

Then | made and ate breakfast, then got a shower, then came back here and did some preliminary work re
collections. | didn't realiz e how many uncollected short stories | have floating around.

Then to write this and what you see below (everything except Today's Writing and the numbers) and now,
finally, just after noon, I'm turning to my writing 'puter. Barely time to get my 3000 words  for the day
before | take off an hour for NYPD Blue. Pretty sure this is the last week of the show.

Oh, this notice is actually a day late, but | hope you'll drop by and read the topic (Writing A Bunch of
Words) on Dean's post from yesterday. | recommend this for those of you who want to increase your
productivity but can't quite get that from me. In this post, Dean shows you how he wrote 6300 words in
7.5 hours. Chances are,tiisn't what you think. He also gets a tad snarky, his word, not mine. (grin)
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Okay, although | very much enjoy working on my own websites, | also dread it. When | get my teeth into a
project, | want to keep going until it's finished.

Working on a website is a very different kind of creativity than writing. For one thing, | have a final result
in mind when | start. | also am even more anxious to see the finished website than the finished novel. And
| work quickly so | can finish a website in MUCH less time t han it takes to write a novel. For those reasons

and more, it would be SO easy to take off a couple days and just get the Publisher website up and running.

But today is also the next to the last day of the month. I'd love to go out with 70,000 words this m onth,
but I don't think that's gonna happen. Still, I'd like to make a run at it. And if | take today off, there is no
possible way I'm gonna finish the month in style.

So one more part of my retraining rears its ugly head. | need to write when | can (writing must remain my
number one priority) and do everything else when I'm not writing. That includes working on that website.
And that means part of my retraining is to make myself able to turn my back on it when it's time to write
some more.

Another number two priority is putting together some collections. | just realized this morning | have
twenty uncollected short stories. There also is still one 5-story Stringer collection that has not been
combined into a 10-story collection yet, plus a single Stringer story that has not been collected. Nick
Porter has two uncollected individual stories, and then | have twenty.

So | have to think of a way of putting all those together in various batches. The individual stories |
probably will bunch with my own with a nod to the original pseudonym. But | still have to put the
collections together, format them, create covers and publish them.

And | enjoy doing all of that, but it isn't writing, and | enjoy writing more than all of that put together.
Hence the priorities. (grin) But it'll get done. Before too long. | just have to write when | can write and
work the rest of the time.

Oh, and then BookBub popped up with a link to 8 Tips on Creating Single Author Box Sets So now I'm
thinking in that direction too. Oh well. A guy's gotta have a hobby.

Today's Writing
Poor writing day today, though | did get a lot of other things done and started, as | alluded to above. |
expect a much stronger writing day tomorrow. Stay tuned.

Fiction Words: 1476

Writing of fAThe Comi n(SFoofel)Si mon St ar ko

Day 1éé 3800 words. Total words to dateé. 3800
Day 2éé 1516 words. Total words to dateé.. 5316
Day 3éé 2d9s4.2 Twootral words to dateé.. 8258 words
Day 4éé 4261 words. Total words to dateé. 1251
Day 5éé 3039 words. Total words to dateé. 1555
Day 6éé 2600 words. Total words to dateé. 1815
Day 7éé 4634 words. Total swords to dateé. 2279
Day 8é¢é 3149 words. Total words to dateé. 2594
Day 9é¢é 3641 words. Total words to dateé. 2958
Day 10é 1900 words. Total words to dateé. 3148
Day 11¢é 1476 words. Total words to dateé. 3295
Total fiction woérédés 6f1o5r9 7t he mont hé

Total fiction words for the yearééeééé 526638
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http://insights.bookbub.com/tips-on-creating-single-author-box-sets-to-sell-more-books/

The Journal, Wednesday, 9/30: On Being Organized and a Major Change

Rolled out a little before 3. | had forgotten how much "little work" would be necessary to create a new
publisher website. This morni ng | created folders for covers. | filled one with covers that are 150 x 225
pixels, another for 180 x 270 pixels, and another for 300 x 450 pixels.

That and sorting them took three hours, but it's necessary when you have to upload covers for 9 novels, 20
short story collections, 15 nonfiction books, 5 poetry collections, and 110 short stories. Of course, it's a
good problem to have and I'm not complaining. (grin)

Anyway, now when it comes time, | can upload all the covers of each size to the new website atnce. And
that will save me a huge chunk of time.

If I hadn't done this, I'd have to open the individual folder for the novel, collection or story, upload the
cover in each of three sizes, then go to the next individual folder. To repeat that 159 times waild take
considerably more than three hours. (grin)

After | get the new publisher website up and running, I'll put together a few more collections. With twenty
plus uncollected stories, that should be six collections (four each with 5 stories and two with 10 stories).
Then I'll start thinking about box sets. It's all about opening several revenue streams for each story.

The writing today will be a big push to advance this novel and to close out the month. With my dismal
showing the last couple days, | won'tmake 70,000 words of fiction for the month but | should easily clear
65,000. I'll take it. (grin)

Good post over at Dean's blog today on a new scam traditional publishers are pulling on their authors.

No walk today. I'll continue working on the website un til around 8 or 8:30, and then start writing for the
day.

After | wrote much of this blog post, | had some time left before my writing time begins. For awhile now
I've been wanting to design a spreadsheet that will enable me to see daily and monthly detais as well as
annual trends in my writing. So | started messing around with that.

| tried three different structures before | hit on one that does what | want in a compact space. (BTW
Dawn, | did this without looking at yours. | want to compare them after t he fact to see how similar they
are. (grin)

Anyway, it worked. And you know what that means, right?

Because it worked, this blog is going away. Only fourof you were not subscribed to my Pro Writers blog,
so | transferred you over. You won't have to do anything. And then probably I'll start posting to that blog
once a week or so instead of every ten days.

So there y'go. After posting here almost every day since October 19, 2014, and after 210,%2vords of what
we're all agreeing is nonfiction (grin), I'm sh uttin' ‘er down. Thanks for hangin' in with me all this time.
See you on the flip side.

Today's Writing
Good enough day of writing today. It is what it is, and tomorrow is a new month.

Fiction Words: 3538



Writing of fAiThe Comi n(SFoofe)l Si mon St ar ko

Day 1é¢é 3800 words. Total words to dateé 3800 words

Day 2é¢é 1516 words. Total words to dateé 5316 words

Day 3¢éé 2942 words. Total words to dateé 8258 words

Day 4éé 4261 words. Total words to dateé 12519 words
Day 5éé 3039 wor dsate®at all58®br8d swotral sd

Day 6éé 2600 words. Total words to dateé. 18158 words
Day 7¢éé 4634 words. Total words to dateé. 22792 words
Day 8é¢é 3149 words. Total words to dateé. 25941 words
Day 9é¢é 3641 words. Total words to dateé.. 29582 words
Day 10é H©%00 Twdral words to dateé.. 31482 words

Day 11¢é 1476 words. Total words to dateé. 32958 words
Day 33&words. Total we4P6dwrdst o dat eé.

Total fiction wor d®$51350r the mont héééé

Total fiction wordS30lffor the year ééééé

SWITCHING OVER NOW TO NOTEPAD DOC DAILY JOURNAL

October 1, 2015

Rol |l ed out right at 3. ltds a relief, al beit an odd r el
ltds a huge relief knowing | dondét have to add to this
From this point forward, I 61 1 insert here what is signi

might want to look back over and learn from someday) and omit the rest.
Got approval from OmniLit to publ i snhhe bektdayaorgwo. t h e m, so

Oct 2. Up at 2:30. Started writing at 4. Hope to finish a short story today and advance the Stark novel.
Later today during breaks I'll push some stuff to OmniLit.

Nothing to OmniLit yet. I'm going to wait until | finish the publi sher website.

No real advance of the Stark novel so not counting it at all. Tomorrow early, when | get up, I'm going to
start at the beginning and read through. | think | took a wrong turn somewhere and am dragging it out
with too much detail. The reader needs the result, not all the detail. This is a bad guy with a good woman,
but he's still a bad guy, an alien wanting to rule over Earth.

Oct 3. Football today. Re writing, I've saved the file as Simon Stark 2 and begun rewriting the entire thing,
albeit in creative voice. Basically | cycled back to the beginning, then began reading and allowing myself to
touch it where my subconscious wanted to touch it. This will take probably a few days, but the story will

be much tighter.

Oct 4. Still cycling through t he novel. During this process, I'm counting net new words written. Not
counting those | delete or overwrite.

Oct 5. Finished cycling through and added a bit more to the story. My word count is starting to rise again
now that I'm writing instead of improvi ng. :-)

Oct 6. Up late (8:30) last night with JustHost so up late this morning (3:30) to start work. Answered a
long email by Debbie Jaquez (DA RILEY). Saved it in Writer Things folder for future use.

Oct 11. Wow. Oct 11 already. A third of the month gor. Up late 'til after 8 last night, but up at 2:30 this
morning at Bit's insistence. It's okay. She's my girl and it's so fleeting. Determined to jump into the novel
this morning (Stark). Yesterday | only finished a short (Sordid) and posted/published it, but when | got in
here, | remembered | hadn't read Dean's blog for a few days. So | did that, then skipped over to read Kris'
blog post on Author Earnings as well. Good stuff. Stuff probably 99% of aspiring writers need to know.
Also did a little more work on the Publisher website this morning. | have to get that up and running, so |
think I'll work on that this morning and see what shakes out for my writing. Stopped working on the site
for now (about 6:30). | remember | can migrate my personal site to the publisher site, so i'm gonna try



that. It should be done by 7:30, and I'll check it later this morning. Right now | have to write on the novel
for awhile. Didn't write a word on the novel. Spent ALL DAY screwing with the new site, my host, etc.
Finally erased all files and started over. Not a good day.

Oct 12. Rolled out at 3. Screwed around writing what will become three or four (or more) blog posts on all
the BS that's so prevalent out there concerning traditional publishing. Going walking when the sun g ets
up, so at 5 | turned to the new publisher website to clean it up a bit more. I'll dedicate the rest of the day to
writing after | get back from my walk.

Oct 13. Finished the Stark novel today at 26 calendar days, 23 writing days, averaging 2600 wpd o
writing days. Gotta get up to 3,000 wpd and stay there. 60,262 words written, 56,851 in final version.
Back to short stories tomorrow. | want to write next Monday's short story before | start anything else.

Oct 14. Piddled around from 1:30 when 'Bit got me up until 5:30 (now) working on this. To a short story
now. Okay, great day of writing. Finished "Ink," 5269 words for the next story of the week.

Oct 15. Did nothing. Felt blah so just did nothing.

Oct 16. Published the Stark novel to Smashwords, D2Dand Amazon. Going to push through and finish the
publisher website today.

Oct 19. "Finish the publisher website" | wrote back on Oct 16. Ha! That's still gonna be awhile. | hope to
have it up and running on its own steam by December 1. Want to get backo writing too. | think once |
realized | had over 750,000 for the year that began on Oct 19, 2014, | gave up and cruised through
yesterday. | didn't write another word really after | finished the Stark novel. I'm not too happy with it,
either. It feels disjointed, etc. I'll wait to see what others say about it. It's only my second novel that isn't in
the Wes Crowley series, so I'm placing too much importance on it. Once again, | need to Just Start the
Next Story. Anyway, today | wanted to write, was going to write, had a great but short walk, then piddled
all day. | just didn't feel like writing. | did the thing where | sat at the keyboard and tapped out some
words, but didn't really get into it. So | finally decided I just won't worry about writing for th e rest of
today.

Oct 21. New plan, new goal. 3000 words per day, 1 new story per week, and 1 new file (collection or novel)
uploaded to XinXii until they're all up. It should build quickly without sucking up all of my time.

Oct 20. I've written well over a million words since Oct 19 last year through Oct 18 this year. Including

only The Journal and fiction, | wrote 961,154 words. The fiction part of that was 750,466, and | didn't

write the last four days of that year. :-) Weird. | think once | hit 750,000 | kind of "shut down." Then
yesterday | wrote 1969 words on a new mob story and thus far today I've written just under a thousand on
a camping horror story. | probably will work on both of those today.

Oct 22. Wrote Barbecue today, a weird horror vengearce type of thing. Over 4800 words so that works.

Oct 25. Wrote "Family" today, just over 3800 words. A great surge. Began working on the new publisher
website, StoneThread Publishing.

Oct 31. Well, | let everything go except the publisher website. Finished the month with 43,697 words.
Good enough. Tomorrow's a new month.

Nov 1. Oof. Added a "For Readers" page to STP this morning and created a Reader Price List. No reason
not to sell direct to readers. | want to find a way to start a subscription. A recurring monthly donation
would glean the reader everything I've written and everything to come, as it comes. | have a futuristic
story idea. | have to get it (or something) written for the short story of the week, which posts tomorrow.

SWITCHING BACK NOW TO THE WORD DAILY JOURNAL

NO JOURNAL FROM NOV 2 THROUGH NOV 24



Private: Guide to The Daily Journal
October 10, 2015

Hi Folks, Welcome to The Daily Journal. This is a blog | started in another venue on October 19,
2014. | stopped posting to it on September 30, 2015.

UPDATE: Because | enjoy actually reporting my writing numpersl 6 m goi ng to st ar
this category again in the next few days. Reporting my numbers helps me hold myself
accountable. When | donodt , |l tend to get | ax

| dondt plan t o s endbetork 8t bwilpastany sumbecs plas pérhiagst | i
a few notes on whatos wor ki nandlongtermwrgingat t he t
goal s. | hope youbéll stop back for a visit. M
you simply sit dowrat the keyboard and write.

Okay, back to the Guide:

In this venue, under this tab, there are 77 posts not counting this one. If you want to be a
professional fiction writer, or if you just want to pick up some tips, | advise you to read through

them. Mosibf them include a Topic of the Day (or Night). But you might want to skim over

those that dondot. Often there are jewels of i

Finally, toward the bottom of each post is a tally for whatever | was writing at thevtoue.
might want to check those out just to show yourself what is possible. Or not. Up to you.

o0
e’

| hope youbol!l | Audiblssduresahdany kction and nomfigtion books. Egjgour
stay, and be sure to let me know if | can help.

Best,
Harvey

Categoried he Daily JournalagsThe Writing Life, Eformatting Writer Resourced\riting,
Harvey StanbrouglepublishingHeinlein's RulesWriting Into the Dark

The Journal, Wednesday, 11/25
November 25, 2015

Wel | | | 6m back. Finally. And | wondét | eave ag
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Listen, if youdod r
HarveyStanbrough@gmail.commn d |
difference over at MailChimp. Thanks.

t her not receive this
[

, pl e
I remove your name from t

a
0

When | wrote here last, | was writing fiction pretty much every day, in addition to writing this
(daily) blog as well as my nmaiPro Writers blog, creating the publisher website, creating book
covers, promo docs, and everything else.

Then | decided to cut this Journal to save some time. But in so doing, | cut my accountability.
And apparently thatos something | still need.

| thought recording my numbers on a spreadsheet would suffice. In fact, | recorded my numbers
on that spreadsheet from the first day of September straight through until November 23.

But the numbers were dismal. Not surprisingly (in hindsight), | fell off Heidl@n Rul e s,
specifically Rules 1 and 2. Not good for a guy who boasts he is an adherent to those rules.

In September, | wrote 65,135 words, a decent month, though nothing to brag about. In October, |
wrote pretty regularly right up until | cleared the 75@,0@rd mark that began on October 19,
2014. Then, no |l onger having a fAplace to repo

For October, up until | hit 750,466 words for that gmear period, | wrote 35,073 words. For the
rest of October (from Oct 15 through Oct 3Wrote on only two days for a total of 8624 words.
(For comparison, had | met my daily goal of 3,000 per day, that would have been 51,000 words.)

Andthesei mposed sl ump wasnodét over. During the mo
the 2nd (333@vords) and the 23rd (5142 words) for a monthly total thus far of 8472 words. Ugh.

So since October 14th, when | reached the 750,466 word mark, | have written a grand total of
17,096 words. And yes, thatodos betdidays(atrhyan not
goal of 3,000 per day) was 123,000 words.

Okay, so the point of all this is that | need the public accountability. So The Journal is back.

Probably | wondédt write as many fAtopico things
daiy round, any changes in goals, and my numbers.

Goals

1 My daily goal is to write 4,000 new publishable words of fiction per day. (On the few
days that | did write during my self -imposed slump, the totals were well over 4,000
words on four of the five days.)
T The weekly goal is to write one new short stor
the newest story live every week. When | finish a new one, it goes into the queue to be
posted.


mailto:HarveyStanbrough@gmail.com

f My goal for 2015 is to hit 148,000 words in the next 37 days (taking off December 25). If

I hit that it will bring me to 721873 words fo
wrote from October 19, 2014 through October 18
f My goal for 2016 is to hit one asilylddableoemenwor ds o
if I miss my goal of writing 4,000 words per d

Okay, onward and upward.
The Day

So today | rolled out at 3, messed around for almalfr or so with email and Spider solitaire
(the devil 6s oame). temptation, that g

Then | added 10 photos from my Saved file at Bigstock into my cart for downloading when my
downl oad day resets at about 11 a.m. (1 O0dm cur
download ten images per day for a month. Not easy to keep up viith dping so means my

cover images cost only 33 cents each.) Only two days left on that.

Then, between trips to let cats in or out, | did a little website work on the two websites and then
came here to write this. ltés currently 7 a.m

Goingnowtorestar t hi s ficampaigno at Mail Chimp, so th
Todayodos Writing

Wel | |l set out to write a short story based
realized it didnét want t o odpothe nath sohebimthe Wes or vy .
Crowley saga. So first, as painful as it was, | found my old files regarding the ninth book and
deleted them. Period.

Ugh. Then | went back to the opening and wrote a couple more sessions, ending up with the

word countthatyo s ee bel ow for today. I didndt get qu
wanted to, but | did get reinvigorated. To be
tomorrow morning, | cut off the writing and read back through a few of the othersrioviéle

saga to get some names and a timeline right.

This is going to be a painful book to write (
of me dreads it and part of me candt wait. Ok
so | o6ll put up the numbers and talk with you

By the way, thanks for being there.
Fiction Words: 3887
Writing of The Scent of Acacia(Book 9 in the Wes Crowley saga)

Day 1é¢é 3887 words. Total words to dateéeé 388



Total fictionwordsfo t he mont hééeé 12359
Total fiction words for the yeareééé 586232

Categoried’he Daily JourndlagsThe Writing Life, Harvey StanbroughAnnouncements
Heinlein's Rule§ Comments

The Journal, Thursday (Thanksgiving), 11/26
November 26, 2015

Hi Folks,

Thanksgiving. Who knew? Still, a pretty standard day around here except for football and great
cooking smells emanating through the housevesté.

a new

For the second day in a row after | set
Il f. Very

one, though, I 61 1 kindbéba forgive myse
my brain is thinking of the feast to come later.

The Day

Rolled out a little after 2. Same usual wakeprocess of emails and cleaning up other small bits

of stuff that donét fit anywhere el se (Facebo
of thousand words per day of nonfiction (Facebook,kensai et c. ) but | donot
bear it in mind to make me feel more accomplished than | actually am. (grin)

On my second cup of coffee | did a little more research back through the earlier Wes Crowley
novels to be sur e orthihoaad Naméde few acgomplices fordich, mpdey 6 f
a few notes about their history, their acquaintances, and so forth. Then finally | wrote a session
early today.

Took a break, then back for another early session of writing. Took another break and an early
shower just to feel better. During all of thi
why they canét go out yet (it was raining), t

Way back when | first started this novel series, WesMac handed it to me out of a short story
| 6d written. I heard them talking with me jus
me.

| pretty much flashed through eight novels, but on the ninth book in the series | bogged down.
Bad. Hopelesgimired.

But yesterday morning early, Wes sauntered into my office and sat down. He crossed his right
ankle over his left knee, being careful not to scuff the front of my maple desk. He tipped his hat
back a bit, then saidri dHadévewaytheom ai hdfen
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That was a variation on a sentence from an ea
was exactly what | needed.

Al understand, 0 | said. AAnd thanks, Wes. o0
He grinned, got wup, and no tawalledaut. me. He sai d
And | got hot on the keyboard.

Todayodos Writing

Now today is Thanksgiving, so | candét sit her
with what my friend Wes gave me, | wrote a really good opening yesterday.

Today, | managed thresessions. And | also know this thing will just continue to flow when |
come back to it tomorrow morning early. So no worries on the fairly light day today.

Fiction Words: 3092

Writing of The Scent of Acacia(Book 9 in the Wes Crowley saga)

Day 1éeé 3887 WwWotal words to dateéeée 3887 words
Day 2é¢é 3092 words. Total words to dateéeé 697
Total fiction words for the monthééée 15451
Total fiction words for the yearéééé 589324
Categorieg’he Daily Journal

The Journal, Friday, 11/27

November 27, 2015

Hi Folks,

Okay,® for various reasons | didndét get to the
Still, |l dondét wuusually hit the sack until aro

writing time out of that 9 or 10 remaining hours. (grin)
The Day
Rolledout right at 3.

ReadingD WS 6  @nd thegcomments. Pretty good topics for the past several days, but also
came across something Dean wrote in response to a comment:
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[A] number of indiewriters now are doing mass manrsgted papers. And trade sized. The trade
are priced high enough to work in extended distribution, the mass market size are just selling
through the authorsé own sites and on Amazon.

| like it. This might be a way to captithose ifbetween readers. There are readers out there

who want paperbacks but candét or wondét pay th
okay. One of the big reasons we do trade paperbacks in the first place is so the comparison will
betherewhen a reader sees a $15.99 trade paper bac
encouraged to try the ebook.

But i f theyodére really hooked on paper, they p
less expensive massarket paperback. Agaithe trade paperback is right there beside it for
$15.99. And the ebook is there at $5.99. And right between them is thenmadss paperback,
a |little smaller than the trade paperback but

| have a feeling thahe target audience that would buy masarket paperbacks is about the

same size as the audience that will opt for ebooks. Because of their price, | suspect trade
paperbacks are the small est sell ersety®@o natur
know how it goes.

Probably 16I1I1 try it with three novels at fir
with all my novels.

Okay, and all of that led me to spend a few hours looking for book printing services and prices in
Chinaand ndi a. | f the thought has crossed your mi
was much less expensive than CreateSpace, especially when you add shipping and handling and

the inconvenience of waiting weeks instead of days for your books.

Today dtisg Wr

Well, | missed my daily goal again, but only by less than 700 words. Not a major thing. The

book is moving right along. l Om just not gi vi
hope to remedy that soon.

But probably noftoadatomalrlr oavnd Thé&medrsl vy human. (¢

Fiction Words: 3365

Writing of The Scent of Acacia(Book 9 in the Wes Crowley saga)

Day 1éé 3887 words Total words to dateéé 388
Day 2é¢é 3092 words. Total words to dateéé 697
Day 3éé 3365 wohsg dtso dateaé é wb@344 words

Total fiction words for the montheéeeéeé 18816
Total fiction words for the yearéééé 592689



PS: Wel l , I f you read this far, you wi n! I ju
this. Yes, i Rledse sctolhdawn toi tha popia of tleemitht and reafinid read the
first few comments. Well worth the time. (grin)

Categoried he Daily JournalagsThe Writing Life, Harvey StanbrougiDean Wesley Smith
Applying the Craft

The Journal, Saturday, 11/28
November 28, 2015

Hi Folks,
Not really much going on today, as youodll see
a little while. You know the drill. Feelingi ke | needed to Afigure out

Anyway, it turned out it was two of my characters (from different parts/times in the story) vying
for my attention. (More on this below.)

Once | remembered ther e waasall hneedddiordgwas putrmy me t o
fingers on the keyboard and write, all the conscious mind nonsense went away.

The Day
Rolled out a little after 3, and after the usual wakeroutine | went straight to the novel.

|l 6m a | ittl e und dtenintsaveral shereséshians todaysponclated/by wr
herding cats and other necessities of life.

And now I éd&m gonna post this a |little early, t
nap. (grin) Talk with you all tomorrow.

Todayds Writing

Missedt he dai ly goal again, but | donét mind at
have just not written today. In fact, if 1 ha
written a word of fiction.

So the book is stillmoving alongba hough today was something | 6v

| was writing along in the early reaches when one of the major characters (a major bad guy who
was a very minor bad guy in an earlier book in the series) jerked my arm and dragged me into the
future. He wanted to show me that scénevell, thosescene®d and waiting was not an option.


http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/caught-myself-making-something-important/
http://harveystanbrough.com/category/the-journal/
http://harveystanbrough.com/tag/the-writing-life/
http://harveystanbrough.com/tag/harvey-stanbrough/
http://harveystanbrough.com/tag/dean-wesley-smith/
http://harveystanbrough.com/tag/applying-the-craft/
http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-saturday-1128/
http://harveystanbrough.com/the-journal/the-journal-saturday-1128/

While | was doing that, another character dragged me back to what | was writing earlier. | went
back and forth like that over about 8 short sessions. So yeah, mytehaeae a little spoiled
that way. It was exciting but exhausting and not something | would recommend.

|l dondt mind being unstuck in the time of my
actively writing, 1tds al most more annoying t
Again today | didnodot give the novel quite as
circumstances, Il 61l take it

Fiction Words: 3077
Writing of The Scent of Acacia(Book 9 in the Wes Crowley saga)

Day 1éé 3887 words. Total words to dateéée 388
Day é2é3092 words. Total words to dateéé 6979 w

Day 3¢éé 3365 words. Total words to dateéée 103
Day 4éé 3077 words. Total words to dateéeée 134
Total fiction words for the monthééée 21893
Total fiction words for the yearéééé 595766
Categoried’he Daily JournalagsThe Writing Life, Writing, Harvey StanbrougApplying the

Craft, Professional Writer Serig®vriting Into the Dark

The Journal, Sunday, 11/29

November 29, 2015

Hi Folks,

Well, four good days in a row thus far. Before today. Missed my daily goal of 4,000 words per

day on all four days, so not excellent, but good. With over 3,000 words per day on ygse da
thatdods failing to success. Maybe 1611 tip 4,0
| 6ve found that several times in the (now) fi
remind myself that it i1isndét important. |t can
endhowever it wants to end. The day | finish ¢ttt
ot her words, ités not a major, difference mak
(Yeah, | can hear the gasps. But seriously, a story, regardless of kmilg be no more

important in and of itself to a writer than the rebuild of an individual carburetor is to a mechanic

or than a set of cabinets is to a carpenter.)

A man | <consider a dear friend recenougilyy wr ot e

11,000 words | had written earlier on Wes Crowley #9. Perhaps | could simply save it with a
different file name and use it later in another story.
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